
















VICTORY 


STRAYLIGHT RUN 
The much anticipated debut. 
In Stores Now 


Bury Your Dead - Cover Your Tracks 
Threatening, intense, volatile hardcore in 
the vein of Hatebreed, Killswitch Engage 
and Pantera. 

In Stores 10.19.04 


Hoods/Freya - Split EP 
A snapshot of the hardcore scene 
from two of its finest practitioners. 
In Stores 11/16/2004 


Dead To Fall - Villainy and Virtue 
A ferocious slab of brutish metalcore! 
In Stores Now 


Voodoo Glow Skulls - Adiccion, Tradicion 
y Revolucion 

"One band you gotta listen to..." Pop 
Matters 

In Stores 11/2/2004 


VICTORY 


if.YOORfREdORDS.COM 



















































WE REALLY 
DON’T CARE 
HOW MUCH 
YOUR HAIR 
SUCKS. 


STAY HARD. BE RUDE. 
www.rudeman.com 























WcaSe 


683 South Main St. Corona, CA 92882 
info line: (951)276-7770 
booking line: (951) 340-0988 
www.showcasetheatre.com 


UNTIL THE END 

**$ 3 *?*^ THE WARRIOR* 


©ik©n®-=w©©si 

3 5 feetetowe*fJ 

i BAKfiA The Guilin Partic/ 

MmtM, change up 


PimPbDfc b-sharps 


THE ESTRANGED...# 


Vibrators 

CEIL QLiCK. 5. THE HITCHHIKERS 

firecracker 500 tHE von steiNS 


QUALIFIER 
conscience unvail 
burning black 
only a dream 
before davn « silas 
ike trees * tke spores 
chain gang of souls 
hard iuetc story I 

bad decesion * dark haven 


FQRMELY OF THE MISFIJS 

LONttonmns * 5 

fATAL LOTH 

n»is smcml fiwflr 


HEFLUX 

ANIMOSITY 

“IgivcyiM 


Tin-: voids 


ggUgimira 


C I R I L 

THE RESTRAINTS 


beautiful mistake 

LIARS ACADEMY 

A’vCO before today 

Amber Sky 


HOUJLew 

plus special Quests 


SHOWCASE 

SHOWDOWN 

SEMIFINAL 
results of a memory 
to somethin^ beautiful 
elements of fiction 
loorais nrtsefiirhter 
fink binder * exalted 
bronco tatonka 
dance dollface 
In winter * bad decesion 


PlflOUE: THE RED LETTERS * MVP 


E810G! ft. HAM OF HOPE TOUR 

J* 0 S> 

so 9 |fe 

TEARS 

SUMMERS END 


7 SHOT SCREAMERS 

plus special guests 


Still the #1 All Ages Venue 
In Southern California 
Tickets Available at the Door 






















































GQLDENVOICE.COM 





































,,. CONCERT LINE 7l4.b35.60b7 

Ufa* 1652 W. UNCOIN Aft ANAHEIM, (A 12801 

MOST SHOWS START AT 7:30 PM 

FOR A COMPUTE LINE OP CHECK OUT THE WEIS SITE: 


www.allagcs.cont 


Head Automatica 
The Red West 
Big City Rock 
Yesterday’s Rising 
Dead Letter Diaries 


S UMDiB BOCKiillsImniB BOCK stoi 
1*1 


The Start 

The Colour 
Action Action 

The Color Turnin 


21 IND 1 I BOCK *iol 


Emery ■ Brazil 

A Thorn for Every Heart 

Emanuel 

Slow Coming Dav 




Recover 

The Exit 

Gatsby’s American Dream 

The Mean Reds 



The Scarred!^ 
Treephort 1“ 
The F-Ups 
Go Bettv Go 


Lucky Boys Confusion 

Dynamite Boy 
Army of Freshmen 


'IlNPtl HOCKlil 


Armor for Sleep 
Number One Fan 
Days Away 

lie We ie to tie Cm 


PUNK $811 


The Silence 

Wester • The Break 
Best Interest 
Prisoner’s Dilemma 


HARP BOCK |5| 


Helmet 

Instruction 


ill 

hS 1 


The Warriors • Make Move 

Set Your Goals • 7th Generation 

Fourtunate Son ■ With or Without You 


ROCK $101 


Hello Goodbye 

Halifax 
Socratic 
An Angle 


Si 

o 

o 

« 

m 

3 


ROCK $101 


Q and not U 
Erase Errata 
El Guapo 
The Process 


w lt>OP WINK iiol Iw iMMCMB Mim tWl 

i 

z 



IHDIE ROCK sal 


IScatter The Ashes 

H Static Age 
r Fellway * Ridicule 

’ J Missing Since Yesterday 


Audio Karate 
Up Syndrome 

Bleed The Dream 
Firescape • Miserare 


Cattle Decapitation 


Diecast-Radiation 4 



Sherwood 
Palisade 
The Actual 


ilWRII ROCK siSliglsoup 



Hot Rod Circuit 
Straylight Run 
Nortnstar 
Say Anything 


The Young Bloods Tour 

The Chariot • Showbread 

He Is Legend • As Cities Burn -Far Less 


T !um! S f u fcketmaster MIX MOW ■ WINSON Ml ■ Wl MUMM 
AU SHOWS AT: www. ticketmaster . com (213) 480-3232 • (714) 740-2000 • (80S) 583-8700 • (619) 220-f/XS 


PRESENTS: $101 














































































SPECIAL HALLOWEEN EVE SHOW! 
■yt SATURDAY OCTOBER 30 T* 


J cetmaster 213.365.6300 • 714.703.2525 • 213.480.3232 • 714.740.2000 

Tower Record*, Robimoni'Muy, Wherehowse Music, Ritmo Latino & The Creek 
Theatre Box Office. Ticket Price Is Subject To AH Applicable Service Charges. 
ww.ticketmaster.com ★ www.greektheatrela.com * www.nederlander.com 

ktb 5 f §|§ 

Brought To You By Your Southern California Subaru Dealers 



1« Annual 
Halloween Terror Fesl 


7 Hoirifylng lazes 

Huge Dice Fang 
Every Hi 


Previeui Nights 

Del. 8,9,10 
Only $1S 


Regular Nights 

Ocl IS, 16,17,20,03 
04,08,09,36,31 
7111 ID Ml. 

$09 Per Iona) 


562.435.3511 


j No costumes allowed. Not recomm¬ 
ended for children under 12 or the 
; faint of heart. At the south end of the 
710 Freeway, on die water in long 
Beach. Prices and mazes subject to 
| change. There is a charge for parking. 





























NOVEMBER 4 

•; < >• >.« • , ....... 


NOVEMBER 7 

As Tall As Lions 
Limitpoint 
The Static Age 
Hurry Up Offense 
THe Spill Canvas 
Still Life Portrai' 

ail a(sMk 






Ten Foot Pole The Silence 

Just Another Band Calico System 

+ guests Nevea Tears 

The Valentine 

A : 1 Al l AGE'S, % 0 > AH IS 7PM 

DECEMBER 16 

THE BEAUTIFUL MISTAKE 

Before Today Anadivine 

Liars Academy « .w 

sit shows on sate 13 www.ticketweb.com 




WANTED 


Currently accepting band submissions for upcoming 
shows in Los Angeles & Orange County. 


v email: bookmgfBincrementorg.com 


Mail: The Increment Organization 
530 S. Lake Ave, #409 
Pasadena, CA. 91103 


DECEMBER 5,2004 

:f . ; - H, ".£0 }SV - . . H 

h':-;.: k - :<iy o: rt?is ‘Mc.v.nvi the ueeds and at>plralions ?;-t ao iridividoal. a 

■group. cla&a. or a cuLuro - . if* bonds. Lifooiyk: 

Marks tpiae?. Action Sports Doroo! AT- 

THE WHISKY A GO-GO THE VIPER ROOM 

. & 

Ad Aooo. Poor:.;- opoo at Sprn *, Gossrs opart <*s <ipm 



SCREEN PRINTING & EMBROIDERY 

ATHLETIC NUMBERING 
DESIGN SERVICES 
no minimum order size 
, fast turn-around 

order online 


WWW.SANBRUNOGRAPHICS.COM 


SAN BRUNO GRAPHICS 

723 Camino Plaza #212, San Bruno, CA 94066 
info@sanbrunographics.com phone 650.872.1904 


























Come uisit our new store! 

Toiaiga Mali 6600 Topaaga Canyaa Blud #86 


Ganoga Park, Ga 91303 818 340-9143 


De Ai&bir 

mum) 


The 

Urksinajl 


STREET 


©33D^di 


IHUilTlMM 


MeciialCitvlCenteri 

OltEastIMagnoHafM'g; 


6 29lSouthl B roaciwa yj 

|betweengli iSBtil j| 


WEAR 


10% OFF 

UJITH THIS COUPON 


'WIDE SELECTION OF OLO-SCHOOl SKRTE & PUNK ROCK 
CLOTHING, SHOES l> RCESSORIES. 

BRNO T-SHIRTS, BUTTONS, PATCHES, BELTS, BUCKLES 

CREEPERS, DOCS, ROIDRS, PUMRS, URNS 

RND MUCH MORE!!! 


mMm 
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Come laugh with the sinners, not cry with the saints 

sinforsaie.com 



2200 E. Katella Ave. Anaheim. CA 92806 
For more information call: (714) 712-2700 
or visit www.thegroveofanahekn.com 


(714) 740-2000 or I 
(213)480-3232 | 

www.ticketmaster.com 


ticketmasten 


plus special guests 


with Marky Ramone of Tho Ramones & 
Dez of Biack Flag 


oc,To?>ez. 


Trilogy of Terror 
Halloween show 


























ON TOUR OCT. 13 - NOV. 24 


"...PRiSTINE pROdlJCTiON, 

ANd heAvy quitars miU 
an EdqE of fuNky puNk 

dON^T bE SURpRiSEd 

if you see This qROup 
ON AN UpCOMiNq 

MTV2 NEW FACES IN ROCK 
spEciAl."- SKRATCH MAGAZINE 


EXTRA BONUS TRACKS 


The Struggle Continues... EP 

CHECK OUT THEIR NEW MUSIC VIDEO "THE CURSE' 

AVAILABLE AT; 

www.nuralmusic.com 

.-' Also Available At t === 


BACKSIDE. 

WE BUY & SELL R E C 0 R U S 

NEW & USED CD - VINYL - DVD - & MORE 




LIVE 

IN STORE 
PERFORMANCES 


VISIT US ONLINE: 
WWW.BACKSIDEAIR.COM 


• UNDERGROUND/HIP HOP 


NURAL 


WE PAY TOP DOLLARS I 


HARDCORE 


• ROCKABILLY 


INDIE/EMO • POP/ROCK 


METAL 


• HOUSE7 DANCE 


139 N. SAN FERNANDO BlVD. 
BURBANK, CA. 91502 

(818) 559-7573 


















WHITE TEES BLACK TEES 

1 color of ink-1 side white ink-1 side 

’2.75 5 4.75 


each each 

12 shirt minimum! 


Here’s what we can do: 

print up to 6 Spot Colors per location, 
print on long sleeves, 
help you with your artwork, 
ship while you’re on tour, 
give you a fast turnaround, 
and a quick reach around, 
blow jobs are extra 


OTHER ITEMS AVAIIABIE: 

Hoodies: Pullover or Zipper, long Sleeve Tees 
Baseball Jerseys, Ringers, Wifebeaters 

FOR AIL THOSE ANGRYGIRLS: 

Babytees, Boybeaters, Spaghetti Strap Tanks, 
Cap Sleeve Jerseys, Ringers 


& DON’T FORGET: 

Printed Patches & Full Color 1” Buttons 


Call or e-mail us 
for a quote 


118 - 342-0521 


www.angrygirl.org 

or email: michelle@angrygirl.org 
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THE NATION'S 


LARGEST SELECTION 


OF MUSICAL GEAR 
& ACCESSORIES! 

THE 


BEST SERVICE 


ANYWHERE! 

) 

THE GUARANTEED 


LOWEST PRICES 


IN THE U.S.A.! 



GUITARS • AMPS • PRO AUDIO 
DIGITAL KEYBOARDS • DRUMS 
PERCUSSION • MUSIC SOFTWARE 
BRASS & WOODWINDS • DJ GEAR 
SHEET MUSIC & MORE! 


Visit our website: www.samashmusic.com * Call 1(888) 615-5904 for details 


Canoga Park, CA 
( 818 ) 709-5650 

Cerritos, CA 
( 562 ) 468-1107 

Hollywood, CA 
( 323 ) 850-1050 


NEW! City of Industry, CA 
( 626 ) 839-8177 

Ontario, CA 
( 909 ) 484-3550 

West Hollywood, CA 
( 323 ) 654-4922 


Westminster, CA 
( 714 ) 899-2122 

NEW! Torrance, CA 
( 310 ) 214-0340 

Cherry Hill, NJ 
( 856 ) 667-6696 


Edison, NJ 
( 732 ) 572-5595 

Paramus, NJ 
( 201 ) 843-0119 

New! Springfield, NJ 
( 973 ) 376-5161 


Brooklyn, NY 
( 718 ) 951-3888 

Carle Place, NY 
( 516 ) 333-8700 

Forest Hills, NY 
( 718 ) 793-7983 


Huntington Sta., NY 
( 631 ) 421-9333 

New York, NY 
( 212 ) 719-2299 

White Plains, NY 
( 914 ) 949-8448 






























We want your clothes! * 

Trade your clothes for cash or store credit 


Costa Mesa 

1 500 Adams @ Harbor 
714.979.1968 
.. 


Riverside 

10115 Hole @ Magnolia 
951.352.5868 

i 

s 






MAGflZINE 




PUBLISHITTERi 

SCOTT PRESANT 

OPERRTIONS 

MRNR&ER: 

BILL ADAMS 

COMPUTER 

SEEKS: — 

SCOTT PRESANT 
CHRIS FORRETTE 
MATTHEW ENCINA 
SCOTTANDRESEN 

WANNABEE 
JOURNRLI STS 

JOE DE ANDRADE 
RICH BALLING 
DENISE BLAZ 
BETH VAN BOXTE 
CASSIE LYNN BURKE 
CARLEY CHARPENTIER 
TIFFANY CHOW 
CASEY CLAGUE 
KEVIN CONWAY 
FRANCIS CORVA 
ANTHONY DE LA CRUZ 
DARREN DAVIS 
ALAND FAILDE 
JULIE FREDRICKSEN 
DUG FREDRICKSEN 
NORBERTO GOMEZ, JR. 
CHRIS HENEDRICKSON 
LARRY HERNANDEZ 
MATTHEW HOCKING 
JASON JACKOWIAK 
RAY HARKINS 
ZAC HIBBARD 
ADAM HUDSON 
DANE JACKSON 
NINA JOHNSON 
JANELLE JONES 
MICHELLE KANDALAFT 
DAVIE KAUFMANN 
DAVE KARGOL 
JASTEN KING 
SARAH LAIDLAW 
MABEL LAM 
JOE LICAVOLI 
JEFF LORBER 
ROB MACY 
TODD MARKEL 
CHIP MIDNIGHT 


CASEY MURPHY 
GREGGORY MOORE 
JENNIFER MONCAYO 
CHAD NIEBOER 
LIZZY O’HARE 
ANNETTE OVANESSIAN 
ERIKA OWENS 
RYAN PANGILINAN 
JACK PARTAIN 
WALLY PETERS 
SCOTT PRESANT 
JESSICA RIHAL 
COURTNEY RIOT 
DANIEL RIVERA 
CHARLENE ROGERS 
JUDE RUIZ 
JASON SCHREURS 
MATTHEW SIBLO 
DON SILL 
MIKE SILVER 
LUKE SIMPSON 
BRIAN SPIEGAL 
MARCUS SOLOMON 
'MIKE SOS 
JENNIFER SWAN 
MARCIA TAYLOR 
ERIK THOMAS 
TEKOLOTE 
THOMAS MURRAY 
TOM TEARAWAY 
MARK A. WHITAKER 
ANDREW WIESTOCK 
JOE WILSON 
IAN WILKINS 
MELISSA WONG 
X RAY 

JOHN WOODS 
H. BARRY ZIMMERMAN 

CONTRIBUTING 

FLASHERS: 

ANARCHY ALICIA 
DANIEL BOYD-BARRETT 
DAVID BEACH 
VAUGHN BELTON 
DAN BOCZARSKI 
MATT FISHER 
BRANDY FLOWER 
JIMBO GRAY 
ELIZABETH HARE 
SHANNON HASLINGER 
HEATHER JAGGER 
DAVID JIRO 
JANELLE JONES 
JASTEN KING 
ERIC LAWSON 


MARKEL 

JOAQUIN MARTINEZ 
JAKE MICHAELS 
ANNETTE OVANESSIAN 
MINDY PODER 
CHAD SENGSTOCK 
BRYAN SHEFFIELD 
DAVID SMALL 
MARCUS SOLOMON 
NOEL VASQUEZ 
MARK A. WHITAKER 

Jonathan willoughbyI 

JOHN WOODS 
SCOTT WULFESTIEG 


SMOKING 


CHAIN- _ 

PRESS 

CQQRDINRTQRS: 

BILL ADAMS 
KYM COHEN 


SEM I -L I TERfiTE 

COPY EDITOR; 

GREGGORY MOORE 

INTERNS WITH 


FRB. 4 01K PLRN; | 

MIKE SILVER 
PRIYA SATIANI 

ADVERTISING 

A-HOLES: 

SCOTT PRESANT 
ROGER SMITH 
JESSICA RIHAL 


SLOPPY 

INEFFICIENT 

DISTRIBUTION: 

AZPUNK -JIMBO GRAY- 

1 wordsolution-punk| 

ROCK TV -NKB RECS- 
STREET ANTHEM • 
JORDAN -INFRACTION* 
SHOESTRING- 
CHOM ENTERPRISES 
HIGH FIDELITY- 
LINDSEY KOWALSKI- 


E mail contacts : 

)Scott: multitasker/ads/head hancho(scott@skratchmagazine.com) 
comps: promo comp go-to-guy (ads@skratchmagazine.com) 

'the press coordinator: (press@skratchmagazine.com) 
send sample articles/photos: (articles@skratchmagazine.com) 
r gimme: subscriptions (tiffany@skratchmagazine.com) 
submit your band’s showdates: (reviewshows@hotmail.com) 


Cover graphic design by Bryant Maino 
www.creativehotlist.com/b-maino I 

Cover artwork by Chris Patora Illustrator from the darkside 


October 04^ 

#104 




For advertising call 714 639 5000 

5..1.3MP.Q. I©3 d ers h i.p a nd half I i ke to poop> 

email: ads@skratchmaqazine.com for 2004 ad rates 


Ads due: 
1st of 
every 
month 


WHERE IS SKRATCHP ... 

CA. NY. NJ. PA. MA. CO. WA. IL. AZ. NV. OH. FLA +.. 

PMB1231730017th St. Suite I 
Tus&n.CA 92780 
714 639-5000 


r send writing/photo samples.. 

to: press@skratchmagazine.com 

need ad rates/send letters.... 
^^to: scott@skratchmagazine.com 


We hope our readers get something valuable from this issue whether it edu¬ 
cated, motivated, inspired rethinking, or even made you ponder about your 
political views (or lack thereof). If it did something- anything, we did our job. 

1 1 urge you all to vote and let the better man win. 1 

^ , scott, skratch I 
scott@skratchmagazine.com | 

I The editor does not necessarily share the opinions expressed in this publication and assumes 
■no responsibility for the advertisers within its pages. Yeah! The editor has to say this- mulch! 
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UiTiml. 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WEDS 

THUR 

FRI 

SAT 






1 

2 

3 

4 

MON NITE 
FOOTBALL 
PARTY! 
Raffle Prizes 

5 

Two Dollar 
Tuesday 
$2.00 draft beer 
$2.00 Well 
drinks 

2 Tacos $2.00 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

MON NITE 
FOOTBALL 
PARTY! 
Raffle Prizes 

12 

Two Dollar 
Tuesday 
$2.00 draft beer 
$2.00 Well 
drinks 

2 Tacos $2.00 

13 

14 

15 

GEORGE 

FRYER 

COMBO 

16 

.40 

ROD 

POP 

17 

18 

MON NITE 
FOOTBALL 
PARTY! 
Raffle Prizes 

19 

Two Dollar 
Tuesday 
$2.00 draft beer 
$2.00 Well 
drinks 

2 Tacos $2.00 

20 

21 

JAJA 

PRODUCTION 

(JAZZ INFLUENCED 
HIP HOP) 

22 

ROCK A 
BILLY BY 
THE SEA 

23 

DE MAGGS 

w/ 

SPECIAL GUEST 

24 

25 

MON NITE 
FOOTBALL 
PARTY! 
Raffle Prizes 

26 

Two Dollar 
Tuesday 
$2.00 draft beer 
$2.00 Well 
drinks 

2 Tacos $2.00 

27 

™®WEENWEEKEND 

BASH- 

LIVE MUSIC / LIVE DJ’S 

31 

RESTAURANT AND BAR 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AAA^ 

DINNER SERVED 5 UNTIL lO NIGHTLY. £m\J\J*T 
COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR THE FUN 

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL BUCKETS O’ BEER $10 (6 DOM. BOTTLES) 
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IN OU HMA1LBDX 




I’m bored and it’s very hot in my 

■ house, so I guess i’m in heat. Sorry but 
ll’m a loser and like many other losers 
■who read your mag i think you should 

■ interview hardcore bands and less 
Berrios (stupid emos!) well good bye 
land I luv you all!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Signed- Your Mom 


■W 


ing the course of our auditing, I dis¬ 
covered a floating fund in an account 
opened in the bank in 1990 

and since 2000 nobody has operated 
on this account again. 

After going through some old files in 
the records, I discovered that the 


favorite quote from our crapbox: 

Sorry but I’m a loser and like many other losers who read your mag i 
think you should interview hardcore bands and less emos (stupid 

emos!)” 


■ Hi Mom (although you’re not the 
■same one I recognize from in the 
■womb), 

■We do a ton of hardcore in Skratch. 
■Quit your whining and find a hobby. 
■You’re in heat? Get a pet. We love you 
■too. EMOS is a venue. Stupid emos? Try 
|stupid English. 

Keep cool, 
Scott, Skratch 

jHey!... 

■You guys are amazing i saw you at 
■warp tour and fell in love. No bodys 

■ music has ever just put me in a transe. 
■The guitars are awesome. The vocals 
lare amazing. You guys are deffenitaly 
Imy favorit band!...I would love to 
[know when the next tme you are 
[playing in NY. Hopefully you guys 
[come to Syracuse!! I would be so 
|Happy!0h and just to say..You guys are 
[gorgeouseby theway...especialy 
[Shadows and Zacky...but i ant tell you 
Iguys how much i love your music 
|enough... 

-Andrea 

[Andrea, 

[Nobody’s music? You liked the bands 
[or you didn’t. We are not a band. What 
were/are you smoking and what is 
wrong with it? Shadows and Zacky? If I 
had a first name like that I’d either 
jump off a bridge (while urinating 
peacefully down my left thigh), 
become a magician, or be one of dem’ 
talkin’ chickens from those TV ads. 
Keep rocking Syracuse style! Do a 
(windmill in the pit for me. 

<. Later, 
Scott, Skratch 

|(From a spammer, Alhaji Bala A.) 

Dear, 

This proposal is real and I want you to 
consider it very important and I am 
assuring you that it is not a joke or 
|anyhow letter. 

am Mr Bala Aminu, of Eco Bank 
Benin, Audit and Account Unit, dur¬ 


owner of the account died with his 
family. Remain honest to me till the 
end of this important business trusting 
in you and believing in God that you 
will not disappoint me. 

The owner of this account who was Mr 
Charles Balassi,from California a for¬ 
eigner and an Industrialist who died 
along side with his next of kin, since 
November 2nd 1999 in plane crash, 
until now no other person (s) knows 
about this account or could give any 
documentary evidence concerning 
this account. Meanwhile the total 
amount involved is Ten million United 
States Dollars (U.S.$10,000,000.00 
only.) 

I am only contacting you as a foreign¬ 
er because this money can not be 
approved to a local account, without 
valid international foreign 
“Agreement”, but could only be 
approved to any foreigner with valid 
international documents: Passport or 
Driver,s license and Foreign Account 
because this sum is in U.S. dollars and 
the former owner of the account Mr 
Charles Balassi, is a foreigner too, thus 
the money could only be approved to 
a foreigner. 

I will like both of us ,to build confi¬ 
dence and trust to sign an agreement 
that will build us together before 
transferring the money 
to any account of your choice where 
the fund will be safe for safety keep¬ 
ing,To prove the authenticity of the 
business I have the deceased file jack¬ 
et with me regarding any question 
that may comes up from the bank. 

At the conclusion of this business, you 
will be given you 20% of the total 
amount, 70% will be for me, while 10% 
will be for expenses that might have 
incurred during this process this busi¬ 
ness is 100% risk free, be rest assured 
that this deal is legal. 

I look forward to your earliest reply 
and feel free to call anytime of the 
day. 


Best regards. 

Alhaji Bala A.| 

Alhaji, 

Two words: Eat ass. Oh, wait. I want| 
90%. Meet me at Seventh/Main. I’ll be| 
in the dark grey Armani Suit by the| 
trash bin with a cheap cigarette dan-| 
gling from my half moonlit mouth.| 
Since you say it’s legal, let’s do this. 

Slacks suck,| 
Scott, Skratch | 

hey! 

i am the bass player from mercury| 
legion, i would like to respond to the| 
scathing review of our cd. apparently! 
the reviewer only listened to a few| 

songs for talking out his ass.true,| 

our singer is a republican (which is| 
more than obvious by his lyrics), but| 
most of our songs are tongue-in-| 

cheek in nature.and, he mentioned| 

nothing about the musicianship—no| 
offense to this reviewer, but on thej 
song “heavy metal nightmare” the| 
guitar solo at the end is full of 32nd| 
note runs and sweep arpeggios—i’dl 
like to see some lame emo bands try| 

that.in short, tell thr reviewer to| 

listen to the whole fucking album[ 
before casting such a strong opinion. 

- john k| 

Hi John, 

I am the letter opener guy who cor-, 
responds to the letters submitted tol 
Skratch. I would like to respond to| 
your letter. Apparently when you| 
wrote the song “Heavy Metal| 
Nightmare,” you threw out all thel 
potentially good song titles and stuck| 
with the worst one on your scribbledl 
KICK ASS song title list next to so-cre-| 
atively-titled longshot “the 32nd| 
note”. Long winded guitar solos are| 
for pretentious rockstars anyhow. l| 
am going to tell the reviewer to listem 
to the whole fucking album. After all,| 
people take direction when you tell I 
them to fucking do it. Uhhhh..Yeah| 
and Do NOT vote BUSH. VOTE SKRATCH! 

-Scott P ,Skratch I 


GOT 
SOSIETHING 
IjVII’ORTANT 
TO SAY UNLIKE 
THESE CRAITY 
LETTERS? 
email us a letter, we’ll trv to he nice. 














Info: www.showcasetheatre.com 


~ange Pavilion 

689 S E St San Bernardino, CA 


www.britishinvasion.us 
or (951)340-0988 


6126 Hollywood Blvd. Hollywood, CA 90028 
www.showcasetheatre.com 
www.henryfondatheater.com / info: (951)340-0988 


The Henry Fonda Theater 

tickets available at ticketmaster 
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DONT MISS OUR KICK OFF PARTY NEXT DOOR 
AT THE TIKI ROOM WITH LIVE MUSIC FROM 


mb 'andtiiebuliies I Stint TK VOiDS 


>l \' 7:30 P.M. 5 BUCKS 18 & OVER 


VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATION AT 
12603 E. Beverly Blvd, Whittier 
Ph: (562) 696-3551 • Fax: (562)696-6114 
on line: www.londoncallingusa .com 


LONDON CALLING 

SPECIALIZING IN BRITISH AND 
AMERICAN STREET CULTURE, 
CLOTHING, MUSIC & ACCESORIES 
EVERYDAY 12 TO 8 P.M. 


POMONA GRAND OPENING 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 13TH 


273 W. 2nd St. in Pomona 
(909) 469-1450 















www.englandscreaming.com 
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OVER 300 STYLES OF CREEPERS. 

-MERC TONIC SUITS. 

- ENTIRE LINE OF 
FRED PERRY CLOTHINGr. 

-OFFICIAL DR. MARTENS STORE. 

- HUGE NEW ROCK INVENTORY. 

-WHERE TURRETS THEIR 
CiRlPFAST CrETS THIER CiRlPFASTS- 

- E)CLUSIVE U. S. DEALER OF 
&EOR&ECCK ENGLAND'S 

ORIWAL CREEPER MAKERS. 

*** BRING THIS AD IN*** 
*** FOR 10 % OFF ANY *** 
***SINGLE ITEM!!!*** 
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delivering the real news to you fast and friendly, fuckers! 


■ Aggravation Over 

■ Due to financial troubles, Aggravated 
I Music Records (AM) is no more as of 

■ October 1. Join us in wishing AM 

■ farewell, and hurry to their Website 

■ (www.aggravatedmusic.com) to buy up 
■their titles and merch before it’s all gone. 

■ Bucking His Way to the Top 

■The Vans World Championships of 

■ Skateboarding ended September 26, 
land Bucky Lasek, a five-time X-Game 

■ gold medalist, became the 2004 Vans 

■ Triple Crown of Skateboarding 

■ Champion. 

I Psychic TV Satanists? 

I The British industrial/psychedelic rock 

■ band, Psychic TV, was banned from 
■their scheduled venue, St. John’s 

■ Church in Gdansk, Poland, because the 

■ church’s director alleges they promote 

■ Satanist beliefs. 

■ Longest Rock Song Ever 

■ Minneapolis musician, Mark Mailman, 

■ known as the "Twin Cities’ premier key- 
I board wild man," has accomplished the 
I performing of the world’s longest rock 

■ song. The song was 52.4-hours long, 

■ and Mailman even managed to play an 
■encore. 

iDistro Disturbance 

■ Drive-Thru Records’ five-year distribu¬ 
tion deal with MCA/Geffen Records is 

■ finally over. We say "finally" because the 
Ideal allowed MCA/Geffen Records to 
I take any of Drive-Thru Records’ bands 
Ifor their own roster at any time. Drive- 
iThru has now signed a distribution deal 
Iwith Sanctuary Records. 

■ Broken Motorhead 

iMotorhead’s U.S. September/October 
Itour is canceled due to Lemmy 
l(vocals/bass) suffering a severe foot 
I injury during their European tour, but the 
I band will be back for another U.S. stint 
I in March 2005. 

I Stolen Gear Via Busted Windows 
I The Loud and Clear Records van was 
broken into and Via Satellite’s (VS) gear 
was stolen in New York City. The van’s 
back window was broken, and the 
band’s two custom strat guitars, 1972 
Fender Vibrolux amp, and suitcase full 
of BOSS FX pedals were stolen. * 

Skateboard Scholar 

The Tony Hawk Foundation has spon¬ 
sored a $1,000 college scholarship for 
Patrick Kerr Skateboard Scholarship 
finalist Ahmad Toure. To learn more 
about the scholarship, visit www.skate- 
boardscholarship.org. 

The Matches Go Off 
Next up in Kung Fu Records’ live show 
DVD series, THE SHOW MUST GO 
OFF!, is The Matches. This one is 
already in stores, as of September 7. 


Name Confusion 

The California street-punk band 
Roustabouts has changed its name to 
American Static after confusion with the 
Oklahoma band of the same name. 

Get Your Metal Drumming Fingers Out 
Orange County heavy metal band Horus 
Torus is looking for a drummer. If you 
think your drumming abilities are up to 
par, the band welcomes your response 
at www.horustorus.com. 

I Guess the Lookout was on Break 
Lookout Records band Engine Down 
had their entire van and trailer stolen 
while they were touring in Houston, 
Texas. They are taking donations on 
Pay Pal. Donate at 
http://www.lovitt.com/enginedownup- 
date.html. 

Bush versus Kerry 

If you’re having some trouble deciding 
who to cast your vote for on November 
2, check out the presidential debates 
this month. Two are on October 8 and 
13, and the vice presidential debate will 
be held on October 5. For more info on 
this, check www.debates.org. 

American Idol Vandals Style 
Enter The Vandals’ very own version of 
American Idol, T.l.T.S. (Totally 
International Talent Search), and win 
some prizes, a chance to sing with The 
Vandals, or, even, a gold microphone 
and autographed guitar. All you have to 
do is send in a video of you singing one 
of The Vandals’ songs off their latest 
album, HOLLYWOOD POTATO CHIP, to 
Kung Fu Records. 

Playing Favorites 

Good Charlotte will be touring in support 
of their new album, THE CHRONICLES 
OF LIFE AND DEATH, starting October 
21. On the tour are Sum 41 and Hazen 
Street and Lola Ray, which happen to be 
two bands off Benji’s and Joel’s (of Good 
Charlotte) record label. 

THE Tour Heads Out 
Head Automatica, The Bronx and The 
Bled will comprise the rest of the line-up 
for The Used’s support tour for their 
newest album, IN LOVE AND DEATH. 
The tour starts October 9, so check out 
www.theused.net for dates. 

The Abuse Murder 

Paulette Valenzuela, singer for The 
Abuse, was found shot to death in her 
apartment August 7. The suspect was 
caught and charged by police within the 
next week. The police are still uncertain 
about his motive. 


Mad Online Chaties 

Mad Caddies released their latest on 
September 21, LIVE IN TORONTO: 
SONGS IN THE KEY OF EH, and 
humored their fans with a public online 


chat session on September 27. 

Liars Academy Theft 

Baltimore band Liars Academy had over 

$15,000 of equipment stolen out of their 

trailer during their tour with Scatter the 

Ashes and Last Collapse. If you can 

help out in any way, e-mail liarsacade- 

my@equalvision.com. 

Underground Music Galore 
Tony Hawk’s UNDERGROUND 2 track 
listing has been released. The video 
game is in stores now and will include 
music from Frank Sinatra to Faith No 
More, Jimmy Eat World to Lamb of God, 
and Johnny Cash to Ministry. 

Lost and Found 

Lost City Angels have left Nitro Records 
and signed with Stay Gold Records, 
which is an offshoot of Universal. The 
band is scheduled to start recording in 
November, and release their debut Stay 
Gold album in the spring. 

Goodwill to Abacus 

Abacus Recordings has just singed 
Long Island rockers The Goodwill. The 
band will concentrate on recording and 
touring for the rest of the year, with plans 
to release an album through Abacus 
early 2005. 

New Bassist Needed 
Victory Records’ Streetlight Manifesto, 
have announced the retirement of their 
bassist, Josh Ansley, from the band. He 
played through the final show 
(September 19) of their most recent tour, 
and the band started searching for a 
new bassist after that. 

Green Day to Dabble in the Movie Biz 
Green Day is considering having some¬ 
body write a screenplay based on their 
latest album, AMERICAN IDIOT, for a 
possible movie. They are also brain¬ 
storming on possible cameos in the 
movie, including Good Charlotte mem¬ 
bers. 

Authority Zero Lives Up to Their Name 
Arizona punkers, Authority Zero, were 
faced with near-riots (in a good, punk 
rock way) that caused their performance 
in Kansas City to be halted in the middle 
of their set. The venue had only planned 
for two-three thousand people, but 
eight-nine thousand showed up. 

End of a Punk Icon 

Johnny Ramone passed away on 
September 15 at age 55 after fighting 
prostate cancer for the past five years. 
He died in his sleep at his Los Angeles 
home. R I P, Johnny. 

A Different Emo Angle 
An Angle’s debut full-length comes out 
on Drive-Thru Records November 9. 
The band has been described as "emo 
without the depressed attitude," and has 
a variety of interesting instrumentations. 


Gun Threats 
PITCREW Skateshop in Frederick,I 
Maryland was allegedly forced to cancel! 
its tenth year anniversary celebration,! 
due to a threat from the owner of a florist! 
shop across the street to shoot any! 
skateboarders, cops, and, even, the| 
mayor at the planned street festival. 

Underoath Leaves Tour 
Underoath dropped off their headlining! 
tour with Stretch Arm Strong and The I 
Chariot on September 28, saying that! 
they needed to return home to help a| 
friend with a problem. Stretch Arm! 
Strong and The Chariot continued to | 
play the remainder of the tour dates. 

Hail Underminded 
Underminded released their CD, HAIL| 
UNAMERICAN!, on Kung Fu Recordsl 
on September 7. To get a little taste I 
before buying, head to www.kung-l 
furecords.com. 

Unforeseen Signing by Prosthetic 
Prosthetic Records has signed the| 
Savannah, Georgia-based band Kylesal 
to their roster. Learn more about them at | 
www.prostheticrecords.com. 

Burnt to Bleed 
Drummer Dave Witte has left Burnt By| 
The Sun, with the apparent intention to| 
join Agoraphobic Nosebleed (ANb). He I 
has practiced with ANb guitarist Scott I 
Hull before, but it didn’t amount to any-r 
thing until now. 

Holy Hurricanes 

A series of hurricanes devastated the 
Southeast Coast this past month. 
Floods, tornados, and ruined towns 
were left behind by this year’s hurricane 
season. 

Bands Help Fight Breast Cancer 
The Shirts for a Cure Project involves! 
bands donating a shirt design to be soldi 
exclusively by The Syrentha J. Saviol 
Endowment, who uses the profits to help! 
underprivileged women fight breast can-| 
cer. Participating bands include Strike! 
Anywhere, Thursday, Thrice, Taking! 
Back Sunday, and Darkest Hour. Visit! 
www.syrentha.org to purchase these! 
shirts and learn more. B 

Raising Another Home Grown 
Home Grown’s newest EP, WHEN ITl 
ALL COMES DOWN, will be released by! 
Drive-Thru Records on October 26. | 
Listen at www.homegrownonline.com. 

Rock Against Bush 
Rock Against Bush tours have been! 
invading our country for the past two! 
years, helping punkers register and.r 
hopefully, sway the vote. The current! 
Rock Against Bush Tour started mid-| 
September and involves Anti-Flag,[ 
Midtown, The Nightwatchman, Strike) 
Anywhere, Epoxies, and The AKA’s. 
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■ Michael Moore's 

■Underwear 

■ Michael Moore is on his 
■Slacker Uprising Tour, 
I promoting voter registra¬ 
tion and political activism. 
I In this tour, he has visited 

■ multiple college campus- 
les, handing out free 

■ underwear and corn chips 
I to students in exchange 
■for registering to vote. He 
I even volunteered to clean 
Ithe dorm rooms of any- 
lone who promised to vote 
lin the upcoming election. 
I In response to his efforts, 
Ithe Michigan Republican 

■ Party has written letters 
I to prosecutors throughout 
I Michigan, asking them to 
I charge Moore with violat¬ 
ing election law by buying 
■votes. If charged with this 

■ misdemeanor offense, 
I Moore could receive 90 
I days in jail and/or a $500 
■fine. So far, nothing has 
Icome of these accusa¬ 
tions. Moore has 
I responded, "I intend to 
I keep distributing a free, 
■clean change of under- 
Iwear to all slackers and 
■college students who 
I promise to vote in this 
I election." 

I More Choices?! 

I Did you know there are 
labout 50 people running 
■for the presidency? Other 
[than George W. Bush 
I (Republican Party nomi- 
Inee) and John Kerry 
I (Democratic Party nomi- 
Inee), your choices for the 
[presidency on November 
include an overwhelm¬ 
ing number of third party 
[nominees. The two major 
ones are Ralph Nader as 
|the Independent Party 
nominee and Michael 
Badnarik as the 
[Libertarian Party nomi¬ 
nee, but other parties 
include the Constitution 
Party, the Green Party, 
the Prohibition Party, and 
the Peace and Freedom 
Party Not only that, but 
there are a large number 
of write-in candidates. 
Although not every third 
party and write-in candi¬ 
date is an option on every 
[state's ballot, you do have 
diverse selection of 
I nominees from which to 
choose. So, choose wise¬ 
ly! 


Flaming 

Supporters 

Atlanta 


Bush 

punkers, 
iTreephort, were allegedly 
kicked out of a club in 
Flint, Michigan for pro¬ 
moting their anti- 
Democratic political 
views. Although guitarist 
Joe Klein did set his 
thong bikini on fire during 
their set, the band says 
they were not actually 


kicked out until they 
announced their political 
views to the obviously lib¬ 
eral crowd. Vocalist Lee 
Satterfield made some 
derogatory comments 
about Michael Moore 
towards the end of the 
set, and the band started 
to play their song, 
"Democrats Can't Drive in 
Bad Weather". At that 
point, the band's equip¬ 
ment was shut off, and 
Satterfield was escorted 
off the stage. Klein and 
bass player Brian 
Thomson did all they 
could do in reaction to 
this: they got naked! 

Politics of War 

A CIA report written by 
Charles Duelfer, head of 
the Iraq Survey Group, 
was released on October 
6. It stated that intensive 
research has found 
Saddam Hussein did not 
possess weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) 
at the time he U.S. invad¬ 
ed Iraq in March 2003. It 
also stated that Iraq's 
WMD program was 
destroyed in 1991 and 
Saddam ended its 
nuclear program after the 
1991 Gulf War. Duelfer 
added, in a press confer¬ 
ence, that they also found 
no evidence Iraq had the 
capability to create 
mobile biological 

weapons. Bush continues 
to attest that Saddam was 
nevertheless a threat to 
the U.S. and the world. 

A Few Thoughts for Us to 
Ponder From our 
Beloved: 

While I personally have 
little belief in the two- 
party system, (finding 
Democrats to be just mild 
Republicans), we are at a 
point in history where 
even that slight margin is 
significant. I think defeat¬ 
ing Bush means stopping 
the immediate loss of life 
and averting the collec¬ 
tive death of the imagina¬ 
tion. - Blake, 
Jawbreaker/Jets to Brazil 

There rejection of con¬ 
temporary culture and its 
institutions have emerged 
in pop culture as fashion¬ 
able and coof: The torrent 
of rhetoric is anti- 
American and is once 
again abundant through¬ 
out mainstream rock 
music and popular enter¬ 
tainment wherever you 
find it. These people 
spem to strive for a life of 
self determination, free of 
the burdens of traditions 
and customs, free of the 
burdens set forth by insti¬ 
tutional laws and the con¬ 


ditions 

authority that! 
operates with-r 
in those insti-l 
tutions. They! 
seem to strive I 
for a never! 
ending child-! 
hood even as! 
V adults. An! 
absolute free-l 
dom where! 
youth is the! 
fashion and! 
an adolescent! 
lifestyle sets! 
the pace for a I 
whole society! 
that seems to I 
worship juvenile values, [ 
fame, abundance and! 
hedonism. The product of! 
this movement will weak-[ 
en this countries ability to! 
secure itself domestically, f 
Some will help our ene-f 
mies attack us. - Michalel 
Graves, Gotham| 

Road/ex-The Misfits 

I'm angry at the fact that! 
we lost thousands of! 
innocents on 9/11, and! 
would love to see those! 
responsible suffer fori 
their crimes, but the! 
schoolyard bully reaction! 
Bush uses is just too sim-| 
plistic to work in such 
complex world. This man! 
lies to deceive us, only! 
uses fear to control us,[ 
and will ultimately make! 
us more enemies than! 
friends. - Armand, Sick| 
Of It All 

God bless President! 
Bush, and God bless! 
America. - Johnny! 
Ramone, The Ramonesl 
(from the podium when! 
The Ramones were! 
inducted into the Rock 'n'| 
Roll Hall of Fame) 

Is removing George Bush! 
the solution to all of ourl 
problems? No, BUT IT ISl 
A FIRST STEP, AND WE I 
CAN'T AFFORD TO! 
STUMBLE!!! Four morel 
years of a Bush Regime! 
that does not face the! 
constraint of a re-election I 
contest means that those! 
scum bags will do every! 
evil and fucked up thing if 
can think to make a joke! 
about. . -- Justin Sane,| 
Anti-Flag 

Gonzo conservatives! 
believe that punk rock is I 
about being smart, and! 
caring, and changing the! 
world -- but only when! 
and where it needs it [ 
"Being punk" does not| 
mean hating the world, or! 
the president, just for the! 
sake of it. If something is! 
good, support it. There! 
are more than enough! 
problems in America and! 
the world to work on with-r 
out reflex demonization. -| 
Dave Smalley, Down By! 
Law/ex-Dag Nasty 

In the end, I see friends,! 
myself, people all around! 
that are intimidated by! 
American Politics and the! 
voting process. They are! 
afraid to stand up and! 
speak out because they! 
don’t feel "political” or! 
book smart. My advice is! 
to follow your gut feeling, [ 
listen to the voice inside! 
you, and put trust in the! 
Lie Detector inside your! 
heart! - Mike Ski, The| 
AKAs 
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Buy the Johnny Action Figure 
record online. Downloads , too. 

www.itunes.comwww.cdbaby.com 
www.smartpunk.com 
www.revhq.comwww.interpunk.com 

On tour year round. And always 
looking for more shows. 

Email band@johnnyactionfigure.com 

www.johnnyactionfigure.com 
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THE VELVET TEEN “Elysium” CD 

“Stanalsg* - SPIN 

“By far tie best album I have heard this year” - FUNK NEWS 
'The most stunning mk record you'll bear all year” - SF WEEKLY 

“Undeniably one of ibeyeaf s best records, 
if not ranch more” - FUNK PLANET 

‘A gentle masterpiece.* - CHORD 






































Many styles 
are now available in: 
American Apparer ED 
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m POSTCARDS -4x6 CQA 

w\M (4/4) 12pt. Cardstock • 5,000 qty. - $109 

-in CD INSERTS -2 PANEL C4fV 

# W 4.75x4.75 (4/4) 12pt. stock * 5,000 qty. - $225 * W* 

W BUSINESS CARDS eeft 

3.5x2 (4/4) 12pt. Cardstock * 5,000 qty. - $99 ^ “ 

in POSTERS - 11x17 

S W (4/0) 1001b. Text • 1,000 qty. - $325 

< 4/0 - lull cotot i Side*4/4 - full color 2 sides ) 

Visit us online for prices up to 20.000 quantity / Call for custom or volume quotes 


Posters Baby Dolls Hoodies 


CD Booklets Raglans Postcards 


WHITE T-SHIRTS 

50/50 or 100% Cotton * 1 color print /1 location 
your choice of Youth Small - XL Sires 


Spagetd 12” Cover* Tickets 
Straps 


DARK T-SHIRTS 

$0/50 or 100% Cotton -1 color print /1 location 
your choice of Youth Small * XL Sizes 


CD inserts 
& Tray-cards 


Filers 


100 ZIPPER HOODIES $13i50 

■ Jmees Brand 50/50 • 1 color print /1 location ^ 


your choice of Medium - XL Sees 

" Phis one (1) screen charge of $15.00 • All quantity discounts apply 
Visit us online for prices up to 1,000 shirts / Call for custom or volume quotes 


Brochures Sweatshirts 


Jackets 


Ringer 

T-Shirts 


Pocket 

Folders 


T-Shirts 7“ Cover* Bumper 
Stickers 


1000 COLOR STICKERS S99 \ 

■ 4” circles or Squares • You choose stock & ink 

5,000 qty. - $350 

1000 COLOR STICKERS $150 

4’’ Circles or Squares • You choose stock & ink 
5,000 qty. * $450 

ONE COLOR ^ „ 

1000 BUMPER STICKERS $299 

I 11.5x3 with peel strip • You choose stock & ink 


Door 

Hangers 


Business CO Wallets 
Cards 


1300 W. 78th St., Cleveland, OH 44102 

Toll Free: 877.246.3132 • Local: 216.472.1650 
Hours of operation: M-F 9-5pm EST 


25 standard inks available • Stock options include; white matte paper, white gloss paper 
silver or gold foil, clear polypropylene, or white vinyl with lamination 
Add $30.00 for halftones or gradients • Sorry, no Pantone color matches available. 


We accept a« major credit cart* 
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Hey Fat Mike, do us a favor...talk about the real issues! 

I guess nowadays it’s cool to be a Punker if you are a mem¬ 
ber of Punkvoter. And I guess if you are not a member, then 
you might be an outcast. I have read your website and have 
seen your ads in the magazines, and even have seen you on 
TV spreading the word to “Rock against Bush.” While I do 
not have a problem with Punkvoter and what it should stand 
for, (the punk rock community standing as one voice) I do 
have a major problem with the celebrity influence on young 
voters to do what you say or else the 20 or so cool bands 
that stand alongside your issues might not like them any¬ 
more, nor will their fans. Can one actually be a member of 
Punkvoter and vote for Bush as our next president? I’m curi¬ 
ous if anyone would, or even could without being looked 
down upon? 

I come from the old school punk scene of the early 80’s Dead 
Kennedy’s scene (Biafra included), and the main message 
they brought to the forefront at that time was to “think for 
yourself.” That meant not letting the powers that be influence 
your opinion based on speculation and bullshit. If you look 
at the Corporate Media today, (and some TV and comedian 
celebrities today, you might even get your news from pro¬ 
socialist Michael Moore, Al Franken, John Stewart, Bill 
O’Reilly, Sean Hannity, whatever), all have a separate agen¬ 
da. . .and not necessarily one that has to do with the common 
good of reporting the news. Ratings are king, and the media 
will tell us what we want to hear so those ratings can stay 
high enough to make their money from advertisers. The 
more money they make, the more they can get their agenda 
across, (CBS) and most of the public that get their news from 
these media outlets are take it in with a spoon! It’s not about 
reporting the news anymore. It’s more about slanting the 
news to subconsciously work on their political issues. This 
should be a message that you spread, because this is where 
all propaganda starts. I don’t see that anywhere in your 
messages. Am I looking in the wrong places on the website? 

If you are truly for free thinking, where are the “Rock Against 
Kerry” CD’s, Billboards, and T-Shirts? Do you honestly think 
that this guy has the ability to lead our country? He says 
he’s for the environment yet drives his SUV’s and his politi¬ 
cal gang (Bush included) consumes enough fuel for 10 com¬ 
muters on the freeways daily, probably more. He says he’s 
for the war, and then he is against it, and then says that if he 
were put in the same situation as the President was with the 
difficult decision of going to war over a country that threatens 
us in a post 9/11 world, that he would have done the exact 
same thing! Just in the debate the other day he mentioned 
that he is not for the Iraq war, but then he says to the soldiers 
that “Help is on the way”, but then votes against funding it. 
In my opinion, I think he should get a blue ribbon for winning 
the debate, and probably topped his college debate team, 


but I think he is a much better salesman, because he has 
you totally buffaloed in that he could be a sound leader of 
this country! 

I did see that you attempted to do show both sides in an ad 
in issue 103 of Skratch magazine. On the back cover you 
mention what Bush and Kerry oppose and support. One of 
them was the environment and drilling for oil in the artic 
regions. I assume you are against it, and so am I. But the 
fact is that our country’s demand for the oil is the real prob¬ 
lem, and our demand for overseas oil is the highest in the 
world (over 20 percent of the world’s oil consumption per 
Wall Street Journal statistics 9/29/04). This is what has 
caused all of this strife we see in the world today, because 
since we do not drill in our own land, yet keep the demand 
the way it is, then we go to other countries to get it, including 
the Middle East, where they do not want our influence. Then 
as soon as our country tries to defend our interests in those 
countries, we tell our leaders to get out? If we were to con¬ 
sume less here and demand less in those troubled areas, 
there would be nothing for them to fight about. Think of that 
next time the bus drivers are filling up the gas tanks and 
changing the oil next year on the 25,000-mile trek across the 
U.S. for Warped Tour 2005. 

I was at SXSW 2004, and I chose to stay across the street 
from the one-sided political arena at Emo’s. I had a friend 
come up to me later and tell me that while he was in there 
getting ready to register to vote, the girl behind the voting 
desk says to him “So, you ARE going to vote against Bush, 
right?” 

His response...Fuck you! Don’t fucking tell me how to vote!” 

I commend the guy and so should you. 

It’s like this, if you are truly about getting the 18 and older 
Punkers to vote, tell both sides of the coin, not just what your 
agenda is for regime change. If you insist that Bush must 
go, make a statement that this is merely your opinion and 
that it’s the fact that they are voting that really matters. 
Personally, I don’t like all of Bush’s policies, but I’m not going 
to vote out a Moron so I can replace him with an Idiot!” While 
you spend money on gas to make the “Rock Against Bush” 
tour happen, try talking about the issues that lead our lead¬ 
ers to make decisions based off of our votes. If we are to 
make a difference, offer up solutions. 

For those of you that might be influenced by the peer pres¬ 
sure of punkvoter.com just remember that voting is the most 
important part of the issue. Who you vote for is up to you; 
just make sure to vote with your head and not just your heart. 
There are other candidates on the ballot this year and not 
just two. So do your homework on all candidates and then 
vote on whom you feel will best lead the country. 

-Chain Guard Harris 
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By Rob Chaos, TOTAL CHAOS 


I believe it is a crucial time in our country. The 
actions of this current administration are so 
blatantly wrong and obvious that it should 
leave anyone with the slightest bit of sense 
infuriated! We, as a country, have been sold 
out and our brave soldiers sent into harm's 
way for nothing. Who could blame an Iraqi 
father's anger for the death of his child, wife, 
mother, or loved one for nothing? Would we 
not also want revenge? I could say with a 
clear conscience that my actions would be no 
different. We go into a civilized society and 
wreak havoc, killing civilians (children includ¬ 
ed) for mass profiteering, and that is wrong. 
This is where my anger lies: because of the 
unjust acts of a few, many are dying. The 
actions of the current president are criminal. 
He is making millions by sacrificing humanity, 
and he should be held accountable. I believe 
that the only end to the actions taken against 
Iraq are 1) the complete breaking down of the 
spirit of the Iraqi people (something like what 
was done to the Native Americans—which 
was completely wrong and evil), or 2) (my 
personal remedy) put the entire administra¬ 
tion that took part in this unethical action, this 
dark agenda and complete lie to the American 
people, on trail as war criminals—like what 
was done regarding Nazi Germany—and 
maybe then Iraqi people will forgive us. These 
actions have done nothing but make new 
enemies for the U.S., where there were none 
before. Nations have turned their backs on 
us, because they could see what this so- 
called "war" was really about: money. We, as 
a nation, are far too easily manipulated by our 
government through mass propaganda dis¬ 


tributed from all sources of media. It is truly a 
disgusting time, and many more will continue 
to die, unless we, as a nation, wake up. 
Regarding the new election, anything is better 
than what we currently got, I guess. I believe 
that until there is truly a government that is for 
the people and represents the people, we will 
continue to have more of the same bullshit- 
just different degrees of it. There will be no 
true democracy in the U.S. until there is a 
black, brown, yellow, red...anything other than 
white male person allowed to run the same 
country their blood, sweat, and tears helped 
to create. We can't say true equality exists. 
Unfortunately, the injustices of my beloved 
country are many—too many to speak of 
here. Our new album, FREEDOM KILLS, 
captures more for me then any other album 
exactly how we feel. It represents the core our 
political ideals—which we plan to share with 
all of you. So, it is time: let the revolution 
begin! 

IS KIME N. 
MSI TIE I 
MTIMIIST? 

L-■* 

By Dug 

Election day 1999 was my birthday. It was 11 
p.m., and my wife and I were in Las Vegas. 
We had just downed some drinks to celebrate 
Al Gore's victory and went into the "Follies 
Bergeres" show, where we had front-row 
seats. After watching the middle-aged 
dancers traipse around in their tattered '60s- 
era costumes and expose their sagging 
breasts to the filiation of the graying crowd of 
seniors in the hall, we were ecstatic. Little did 
we know that the world as we knew it was 
about to come to an end. 

When we walked out of the show after mid¬ 
night, it was a new day. People were crowded 
around the casino TV sets watching Fox 
News. Somehow, Fox found out before any¬ 
one else that Al Gore had not really won 
Florida and really wasn't going to be the next 
president. For the next several weeks I was in 
shock. I watched as Republican congress¬ 
men sent their office staff into the vote-count¬ 
ing offices to upset the recount. Gore seemed 
to assume that such chicanery could never 
happen in the America he grew up in. He was 
right: it could only happen in the Orwellian 
netherworld created by the hateful bigots, 
thieves, and zealots that are the GOP. It could 
only happen in Florida. 

My wife tried everything to console me at the 
time. "How bad could he possibly be?" she 
would innocently ask. "If the election is that 
close, Bush will have to behave himself." 
Nothing could have been further from the 
truth. Once he had stolen the election, Bush 
the Lesser turned our nation into his own pri¬ 
vate ATM. He looked around at all the envi¬ 


ronmental legislation Clinton had passed and 
instantly vetoed it. He looked at the budget 
surplus and thought it would be a good idea 
to pay back all his election backers with pub¬ 
lic tax money. Of course, he gave $600 
checks to millions of Americans with his own 
smiling picture on the accompanying letters. 
The letter said that George Bush was respon¬ 
sible for refunding the money to you, the tax¬ 
payer—as if he were some benevolent Santa. 
The letter didn't state that he refunded billions 
to the richest 2% of the American public. 
These were the very people who didn't need 
the money. Thanks to these wonderful tax 
cuts, Bush drove the budget into the red. 
Then he went on vacation. Eventually, terror¬ 
ists realized that the leader of the free world 
wasn't paying attention while he was clearing 
brush and playing with his dogs down in 
Texas. They used our own technology against 
us on 9/11—just as our own intelligence offi¬ 
cials had warned us they might. And when our 
country needed Bush most, he was sitting in 
an elementary school reading MY PET GOAT. 
A few days later, he flew into New York City 
and stood at Ground Zero with a bullhorn. I 
must admit that I believed in him that day. I 
had to. I couldn't believe that our leader, as 
bad as he was, was a spineless, evil wimp 
who didn't give a hoot about the great country 
that made his improbable rise to power prob¬ 
able. Like most Americans, I put my flag out 
and began to fly it every day. 

Unfortunately, we now know that everything 
he did from the time he took the oath of office 
to the very moment he accused John Kerry of 
cowardice was a wicked, calculated lie. When 
he stood at Ground Zero with his arm around 
the retired firefighter on that mound of rubble, 
he was thinking to himself, "This is the great¬ 
est day of my life!" Now he had the excuse 
he'd been looking for to finish destroying the 
economy and then invade Iraq and take over 
one of the world's largest reserves of oil. Now, 
George W. Bush has murdered thousands of 
Iraqis and Americans in an illegal war in Iraq. 
In the Nuremberg war trials after WWII, the 
Nazi generals were convicted of the same 
crime that Bush proudly trumpets: pre-emp¬ 
tive war. The day our troops marched into 
Iraq, my flag came down. 

George W. Bush has destroyed our economy. 
Our children's children will still be suffering 
under the debt he has created. He has used 
the money to fill the pockets of his cronies 
(such as Halliburton). His biggest priorities 
are destroying the environment, destroying 
our standing in the world, and giving the 
power of our government over to idealized 
religious zealots. The American flag now 
stands for an imperialist nation of warmon¬ 
gers who torture and kill the innocent while 
insulting and demeaning any nation that tries 
to talk sense to us. 

Is George W. Bush the anti-Christ? Probably 
not: the anti-Christ would have done a much 
better job with the economy. I often see and 
hear the fundamentalist mantra, "What would 
Jesus do?" For one thing, Jesus wouldn't 
have invaded Iraq. He probably would have 
done the same thing to Bush that he did to the 
moneychangers on the steps of the temple: 
he would kick Bush's ass. 











FEW AMERICANS 
WOULD HAVE VOTED 
FOR GEORGE W. BUSH 
4 YEARS AGO IF HE 
HAD PROMISED THAT 
AS PRESIDENT, 
HE WOULD: 


*Empty the Social Security trust fund by $507 billion to help offset fiscal 
irresponsibility and at the same time slash Social Security benefits. * Cut 
Medicare by 17 percent and reduce veterans’ benefits and military pay. 

* Eliminate overtime pay for millions of Americans and raise oil prices by 
50 percent. * Give tax cuts to businesses that sent American jobs overseas, 
and, in fact, by policy encourage their departure. * Give away billions of 
tax dollars in government contracts without competitive bids. * Involve 
this country in a deadly and highly questionable war, and * Take a budget 
surplus and turn it into the worst deficit in the history of the U.S., 
creating a debt in just four years that will take generations to repay, i 
These were elements of a hidden agenda that surfaced only after he( 
took office. Go to ONEWORDSOLUTION.COM for more info... 






gsasa 

TZjBjjpjaSc. d. April 13 cm "RajcXTfulA. 


cryptkeeperfive. com 






























































Don’t see a difference? 
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so far taken it executive actions to 
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undermine reproductive rights. 



' ' hM |HM(MM"*■*"**. 

vmnan's liaiu to c^ose and mnis 

I keep ahortion safe and legal. 
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In the next few years it is expected that two to four 
Supreme Court justices will retire. As it stands now 
the Supreme Court is only one vote away from 
overturning Roe V. Wade, which would effectively 
outlaw abortion on a national level. 

This is not lust a women’s issue, 
it is a rights issue! 

Brought to you by 











(political views from the undergound) 


Martyr AD Andv Hart / Vocals 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

I don't really feel either of them represent me all that 
well, but at least John Kerry seems to feel that this coun¬ 
try is moving in the wrong direction and things need to 
change. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

It doesn't count for much, but it does count and for that 
reason you need to use it. It's really the only voice you 
have. 

What are your top 3 political issues? Economy, The War, 
and people being able to keep their basic human rights 
and freedoms. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It's fucked up. The president lied to us, used fear and 
tricked the whole country into thinking it was needed 
when our focus should've been in other places. And 
now he claims we're safer when he's really just helped 
create more terrorists. 

What is your personal definition of politician? Someone 
who tells 

everyone what they want to hear but does nothing. 
Unless you have a lot of money. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? Well, 
Bush must be a good leader since he's done a good job 
leading this country to shit in his four years. You can't 
underestimate him. The only way we'll know if Kerry is 
a better leader is if we elect him. 

Jesse Michaels/Common Rider and Operation Ivv 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Ralph Nader best represents my beliefs. However I 
think he is a fool, I'm voting for Kerry. 

\Do you believe your vote counts? 

Barely. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

The environment, healthcare and education. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Bastards. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

One who makes a profession of seeking to acquire 
power. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Kerry is at least a human being somewhere under it all. 
this becomes clear when you watch footage of him from 
the early seventies. Bush is just the devil. 


Ted Nesseth / The Heavenly States: 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Dennis Kucinich - He was the only candidate in the 
beginning with a cohesive statement^nd plan, but Kerry 
is coming' around. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

To quote the Sugar Song: "Where Diamonds are Halos" 
(and a few others) "Every Little bit Helps" 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Gazoontite. Education, Health Care, Environment and 
Animal Rights did you say three??? 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 


- Throughout the years America has involved itself in a 
ton of back door deals in order to secure cheap labor 
and trade agreements. In doing so, we have always 
made an effort to impress the countries we need things 
from. Like, oh. I don't know... Saudi Arabia? We are 
essentially at war to secure a U.S. presence in the 
Middle East. Thereby securing a U.S stake in the oil 
trade. The inevitability of those sinister exploits are the 
cause of insurrection and revolution on the lands that 
we trample. It's like Vietnam in that way. And with the 
Patriot Act, the U.S. could very well end up that way too. 
That is not a threat. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

We obviously must vote Kerry in. I can't say much 
beyond that. Bush is like a Hurdy Gurdy Monkey danc¬ 
ing for change on a not so busy street corner. 

Tobias Jeq / Organizer with Punk Voter 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
That's a hard one, I'm the best candidate to represent 
my beliefs. As for candidates that are from recognized 
parties...maybe Walt Brown? But the real quality that 
makes someone a candidate is whether or not they are 
electable, and there are only two of those: Kerry and 
Bush Jr. If I had to decode between one of those guys, 
I'll take the pro-choice, pro-middle class, pro-environ¬ 
ment candidate. That's John Kerry. In a perfect world, 
we would have viable candidates that share my progres¬ 
sive views...until then, I'll go with the Dem. It's a start. 
Mind you, Punk Voter is in no way allowed to endorse 
either candidate, so all of that shit is basically off the 
record. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Indeed I do. To think otherwise is to embrace the kind 
of apathy and hopelessness the GOP wants from us. 
We are not alone and we are not without a voice, so 
must take part in the democratic process and make sure 
we are duly represented. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Maybe the world is a safer place, but we'll never know. 
In light of the fact that we have killed over 10,000 Iraqi 
civilians, it doesn't seem sensible. I think back on how 
tragic 9/11 was when 2,000 innocent civilians were 
wrongfully killed...I can only imagine how a nation feels 
after five times that number have been killed. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Are you kidding me? Bush's strongest supporters and 
own cabinet members have turned on him. He's proba¬ 
bly the poorest leader to ever hold office, and he has a 
long history of failure: all his early business ventures 
tanked, he ran-an oil company into the ground, did even 
worse with the Texas Rangers, and had a bad run as 
Governor of Texas. Poor leadership is THE defining trait 
of this President. 

Chuck Z.Guitar/A.18 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
J Kerry, anything is better than George W. 

What are your top 3 political issues? Gas prices, War in 
Iraq, No blow job controversy this election. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Dumb, useless, why? 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

The greatest bullshitter on the planet. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Ali G 


Only Crime/Good Riddance/ Russ Rankin 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
David Cobb because he represents the green party who 
share my beliefs in almost every respect; global respon¬ 
sibility, ecological sustainability, pro-choice, anti-war, 
against capital punishment, against NAFTA etc. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Of course. The system we have will work if we decide, 
as citizens, to reclaim it. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

The current war in Iraq, health care and a woman's right 
to choose (reproductive rights). 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
That we have no business policing the globe as a 
bully/rogue state. We need to settle down and become 
a global citizen and abide by the rulings of governing 
bodies such as the united nations. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A person involved in politics as a career. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Who are my choices? 

Kevin Tunnev /The Break/Guitarist 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
If I were to go solely on beliefs i would be voting for 
Ralph Nader. Unfortunately we are left to play a game 
of lesser evils as Nader doesn't have any realistic 
chance of winning a national election. So the big ques¬ 
tion becomes, do I vote for John Kerry although he does 
not really have much of what I want in a president just 
to eliminate "good ole George W." 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 

I take major issue with Bush fabricating a threat of terror 
in Iraq. I highly oppose this war where massive 
amounts of people are dying and no one can honestly 
say why. I'm sure Bush's' daddy is proud! < 

What is your personal definition of politician? 
Professional liar. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

A leader stands by convictions and takes accountabili¬ 
ty to his or her people, in this case, neither. They both 
say whatever they think the public wants to hear and not 
what is truly on their mind. 


Curl up and Die/Jesse/Drummer 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Cobb (Green), Nader (independent), or Brown 
(Socialist). Their views are very similar, and all three 
represent what we think about foreign and domestic pol¬ 
icy. | 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

We're from Nevada, which is a swing state, so yes. 
Considering'how close the election was last year, our 5 
electoral votes could easily decide a victor. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Health care; foreign policy, which is broad, but more 
specifically Iraq, the Sudan crisis, and foreign aid; and 
international economics, like the FTAA. Civil liberties 
should make the list, too. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It will proceed by the old, vague platitude: socialize the 
costs, privatize the benefits. Tax payers pay, corpora- 


















[tions reap the benefits of occupation. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? Bush and 
Kerry fail. Dr. Doom usually thought of as a villain, is a 
true leader. 

Upsilon Acrux. Paul Lai/ Guitarist 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

John Kerry, because he's not Bush. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

War, economy, jobs. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It's a bad bad thing. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Good liar. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Kerry because he's not Bush. 


Gvm Class Heroes/ Rvan J. Guise/ Bass 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
The Kerry/Edwards candidacy best represents my 
views. Though I haven't been as up to date on current 
issues lately, I know that the democratic way of dealing 
with things is much more on par with my views. I know 
(or I guess the best we can do is hope) that Kerry won't 
be as tax-break friendly to the wealthiest percentage of 
Americans. And also, that Kerry won't be so lenient on 
environmental restrictions for the sake of oil drilling in 
places like the Alaskan Wildlife Refuge or anywhere 
where the integrity of what nature we have left is at 
stake. Hopefully, Kerry will try to bring an end to the war 
with Iraq as well. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I do believe my vote counts, which is how everyone 
should view it because then your vote truly does count 
and your opinions count. As we saw in the last election, 
it was so close in Florida that there were problems. And 
in that situation some people might be persuaded to say 
that their votes really didn't count because in terms of 
actual votes Gore won, but I don't think that should let 
us fall into a state of apathy. I feel that this election is 
I not only the most important of my life, but it may be one 
I of the most important elections I've read or known about 
I in history, and even more importantly for the integrity of 
I this country... 

Iwhat are your top 3 political issues? 

I The war in Iraq, which I have thought from the start was 
Ihorseshit because if we really wanted to get rid of 
I Saddam, would could have done just that without com- 
Ipletely destroying Iraq, killing innocent civilians, and put¬ 
ting many American troops in harms and deaths way. 
I P S. SUPPORT OUR TROOPS. BRING THEM HOME. 
I Environmental issues (i.e. global warming, deforesta¬ 
tion, depletion of the ozone layer, environmental restric¬ 
tions on industry and automobiles-which by the way I 
[think we should do away with SUV's except for citizens 
■that ABSOLUTELY need them, not just to put rims on 
| and cruise around town in, also animal rights issues are 
[a biggy) And my third issue is increasing the budget for 
[education rather than increasing the budget for the mili¬ 
tary because I would rather have an intelligent popula¬ 
tion who is well rounded and aware of themselves and 
Ithe world around them than a country who is hell bent 
Ion going to war... 

I Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

II feel that Kerry would be a much better leader. Not only 
I is his military record more impressive, but I feel that ever 
I since Bush became president he hasn't been a leader at 
I all. He more or less has been a puppet that his admin¬ 
istration and the corporations that control him have pre¬ 
sented to the public and cfespite his education; he has 
I made up an awful amount of silly words and phrases. I 

■ mean, as we saw in Michael Moore's latest movie, Bush 
■didn't even do a damn thing... 

I Noodle Muffin/G25 

I Do you believe your vote counts? Not if Bush has his 
Iway, but yeah, I still have a speck of idealism in me 

■ (even after 2000) that would like to believe that this rep¬ 
resentative democracy thing works. 

■ What are your top 3 political issues? 1. Old Supreme 
I Court Justices- Imagine what Bush and the Christian 


Coalition could do with a couple of more spots on the 
Supreme Court? They already were able to steal the 
2000 election with a 5-4 majority. With a little tip to the 
right, we could see the Court killing Roe V. Wade, civil 
rights laws, environmental regulations, separation of 
church and state, etc. At that point, it would be time for 
me to abandon ship and become an Ex-patriot. 

2. Arrogant Foreign Policy- Wake up, George. We're not 
living in the 1800,s where dominant world powers can 
just march into an occupied country and carve it up for 
their own use. With a global economy and issues such 
as global warming (not to mention the latent capacity to 
blow ourselves to smithereens), we've kinda got to get 
along. From Iraq to Kyoto, Bush's cowboy arrogance 
has squandered the world sympathy we had after 9-11 
and made us the most hated nation on earth.... 

3. Environment- Don't know if anybody's notice lately, 
but we live in a fucking beautiful country. Let's try to 
keep it that way. If you look at Bush's environmental 
record, it's horrid... 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Pathetic, unnecessary, brought about by lies. How the 
hell do we get out, George? A change of leadership 
could bring some respectability to the nation and per¬ 
haps we could get out after a few years. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Kerry. A functional brain can be a great thing for a pres¬ 
ident to have. 

The Lawrence Arms/Brendan 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Kerry. He is not my ideal candidate, but his belief in the 
need for global diplomacy, his desire to get us out of 
Iraq, his stance on gay marriage, abortion, his compas¬ 
sion for the environment and the fact that the current 
administration has lied to the American people and 
placed innocent lives in danger to further their own 
ends, makes him a hell of a more appealing option. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Of course. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

We need to mend our severely injured relationships with 
the other countries in the world. Bush has turned a post 
9-11 world that was sympathetic to America and system¬ 
atically alienated everyone. Until our diplomatic ties are 
significantly strengthened, we are in real danger. The 
police state that the current administration is installing 
here is no picnic either... 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It stinks. It's unjust. It violates international law. 
Innocent people are dying all over the place as a result, 
and we are fueling anti American sentiment all over the 
Arab world and insuring new generations of terrorists. 
Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? They are 
both leaders. Bush is just a pompous, greedy manipu¬ 
lative asshole. I don't know much about Kerry's style of 
leadership, as I'm not from Massachusetts and therefore 
have never been governed by him. This question is stu¬ 
pid. Hitler was a leader. Very few people were "more of 
a leader" than Hitler, it's a quality assessment that we 
should be striving for, not quantity; especially in some¬ 
thing as unquantifiable as "amount of leadership one 
possesses". 


The locust/ some girls/ three one a/ Justin Pearson 

(bass/ vocals, bass, 1/2 owner) 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
None. There is not proper representation in the u.s. this 
"democracy" is actually a step down from a dictatorship. 
You have the same people running,with the entire cam¬ 
paign centered around money and investments. Both 
political parties are one in the same. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

First and foremost I’d have to say that now, its Bush and 
his ties with the war against "terrorism"/ business ties to 
oil and military/ occupation of countries for profit. 
Second, id have to say environmental issues. This plan¬ 
et is turning into a toilet. And third, knowing that the U.S. 
is the real terrorist. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Its hands are covered in bloody oil, seeking more and 


more money... With the media, political leaders, and big I 
business all in bed together. J 

What is your personal definition of politician?My defini-| 
tion has been tainted... Who is a politician? Some coke-1 
head cheerleader who cant even read a teleprompter orl 
a film maker who gets people bent out of shape, orl 
someone who goes unnoticed and does good for people I 
in its community and really makes a change and under-1 
stands humanity. Id say the later one(s). 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why?l’d have I 
to go with Nader on this. He seems to be the best option! 
in the way of who and what can benefit as a whole. 

THE FLESH (Gem Blandsten Records)/ Nat Halpern l 

(Sinqer/Guitar) 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why?| 
John F. Kerry represents my belief that government! 
should strive to achieve the greatest good for the great-1 
est number of people - not just the wealthy and the pow-| 
erful. And he believes in foreign and military policy that! 
protect Americans and the world, not just oil companies I 
and military contractors. I 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Our vote counts now, more than ever. This election isl 
gonna be insanely close - a handful of votes are gonna I 
decide our future. i 

What are your top 3 political issues? | 

Economic justice -- Good jobs and safe conditions fori 
the working people that make this country run.National I 
security - Protect the homeland from terrorist attacks, I 
and pursue a smart foreign policy that will decrease ter-| 
rorism (Bush has failed to do either of thesel 

things). Personal freedoms - This country was founded I 
on the right of each individual to fair and equal treatment] 
under the law... | 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently?! 
It's the wrong war and its a tragedy. Iraq had no con-1 
nection to Al Qaeda and 9/11. By starting this war, Bush I 
has created more terrorists and thousands have beenl 
killed. | 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

John F. Kerry is strong, smart, and sincere. Unlike Bush,| 
he stands up for ALL of the American people, not just the| 
wealthy and the powerful. 1 

PINK & THE ALMIGHTY/ Brian Yaeaer, Editor-in-Chief I 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why?| 

Howard Dean was that candidate, but I'm very happy] 
with John Kerry. He understands there's a separation | 
between state and ultra-conservative religious funda-| 
mentalism. Not only Muslims can be extremists! 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

1. Human rights 2. Environment 3. Maintaining global! 
diplomatic relations 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently?! 
True, Dubya is staying the course. No "flip flopper" he. I 
But every single shred of evidence on the matter proves! 
it was an unjust and misguided war from before he said 

"go." 

What is your personal definition of politician? 
Self-serving egotist who therefore must fulfill the will of 
the people so that he may get re-elected to serve his 
self interest. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? Kerry will 
lead through reason. Bush "leads" through divine inter¬ 
vention.That kinda sucks if your God isn't the same as 
his God. Kerry is incredibly smart and articulate, and 
crazy me, I want that in a president. 

Ikev Owens/kevboardist-the Mars Volta & Free Moral 

Aoents 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

I guess I can't say Al Sharpton cause he's out of the race 
(he even cut his perm), so I guess I'd have to say Kerry 
just because he's closer to being black than Bush and 
he played bass in a psych band in high school. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Race, right to privacy, energy. 

















Do you believe your vote counts? 

No. i don't vote i don’t believe in democracy. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
america is only doing what it was designed to do. it was 
founded by a bunch of greed, violent slave holders who 
became just like the imperialist they escaped from and 
it's continuing that tradition today. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A politician is someone who is good at keeping a lot of 
different types of people happy all at once...i should 
know i'm a pretty good one myself. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Kerry, cause anyone who believes in "the new american 
century" is an idiot. 

Pansy Division/ Chris Freeman, bassist/vocals 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
None, but I’ll be voting for John Kerry. He reminds me of 
Herman Munster, so maybe I’ll get a laugh out of watch¬ 
ing him give State of the Union’s rather than the hee- 
bee-jeebees like when I watch Bush... 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I used to think so, and in fact, I worked as an inspector 
for the polls for years, and convinced many of my 
friends and roommates to vote. But after the whole 
Florida fiasco, I’m starting to think that it doesn't, and 
that any scallywag can get in there if he really wants to. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
There’s no rational reason for it. We are the bullies of 
the world, a spoiled, apathetic, arrogant lot and we’ll get 
what’s coming to us. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I really don’t have a good handle on what Kerry’s about, 

I just know that he’s really the only option if I want to get 
rid of that creep Bush. I think Bush is a leaderhe’s lead¬ 
ing the country right down the toilet! Or maybe even 
towards a civil war. 

Pansv Division / Jon Ginoli/ sinaer/auitarist 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
John Kerry. I would say I agree with him about half the 
time, which is a much higher percentage than with 
Bush. I don't love him but he's a much better candidate. 
And no other candidate has any chance of being elect¬ 
ed. And getting someone else as president is priority 
number one this year. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes If artists, music fans, liberals, (fill in blank here) all 
gave up and didn't vote, we'd have an extreme right 
wing government for the indefinite future. If we fight 
back, it might not necessarily be so. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Ending the war, national health care, stopping the 
Republican class war that wants to give the richest 
Americans more money by cutting their taxes (which is 
where 90% of the tax cut went). 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? Kerry is, 
because Bush is just a follower-following the money 
I trail of the richest Americans... 

Call Me Liahtnina/Bill Kutsch/Bassist 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
John Kerry...but only because he's in a position to oust 
I Bush. Were it Dean or, even better, Clark, at this point, 
li'd vote democratic regardless, i really think that remov- 
ling Bush is the most important liberal priority. 

I What are your top 3 political issues? 

I The war on terror, the war in iraq, size of government. 

I What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
I The war in iraq is a business venture and an investment 
I in contracting, oil, and political conquest(aka "rebuild¬ 
ing" Iraq). 

I What is your personal definition of politician? 

I Power mad bag of secrets and money that represents 
I corporate interests and manipulates nations to sen/e 
I those interests. 

I Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 


Kerry, but mostly cuz he's not Bush...and he looks like 
Father Damien Karras. 

Some Girls /Phantom Drummer 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Only if it's numbered 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Guns, God and Gays. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Shoot them all and let god sort them out. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Some one who politics. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Bush he is already a leader. 

A lhletic A utomato n / S t e p hen M a t tos 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Honestly, none with, the exception of some of Nader's 
views. Unfortunately i will probably vote for Kerry 
because he is the only option to beat Bush. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I actually don't because of the unfair electoral college 
system. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

War, Universal Healthcare and Education. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
War has never been the answer and/or solution to any 
of humanities problems. It's primary goal is for the pow¬ 
erful to make money. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

In recent times, a great actor. 

Who' do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Well, if you mean between Kerry and Bush, I would say 
Kerry, mainly because I don't consider Bush a leader at 
all. Nor is his intention to lead anyone but himself and 
his own personal views which in turn will lead us all into 
the de-evolution of our species. 


Anadivine /Justin Mever/Drummer 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
John Kerry. He offers a glimmer of hope that we might 
return to the international community as a productive 
and cooperating member. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes, of course your vote counts. Why do you think so 
much attention is paid to senior citizens by politicians? 
It's because an extremely high percentage of them vote. 
The percentage of 18-24 year olds voting is pathetic. 
That is why we are ignored and take the backseat to 
Social Security among other issues. Social Security is 
important but what about improving our nation's work¬ 
force by offering a federal refund for college tuition if you 
go to a state university?.. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Osama bin Laden, Osama bin Laden, and the Economy. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Iraq has taken the American peoples' attention off of 
Afghanistan's reconstruction as well as Osama bin 
Laden the man really behind 9/11 not Saddam. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 
President Bush is more of a leader than John Kerry yet 
I do not feel President Bush is using his leadership skills 
to bring positive results to the country. President Bush 
was inspiring after 9/11. He assembled one of the 
largest, most powerful coalitions since World War II and 
fought an extremely effective and calculated war against 
the Taliban. The war was over before it started and we 
endured minimal casualties. Then though the Bush 
administration took aim at Iraq and with that a preemp¬ 
tive war, the alienation of our allies, the deterioration of 
our attention on post-war Afghanistan, and the start of 
Osama bin who? Throw in an enormous rising debt and 
I can honestly say that this is not where I want my pres¬ 
ident to be leading us. 


Internal Affairs/Corev Williams 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

Neither. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Shit happens, whether I agree with it or not I just hope 
our American brothers and sisters come home safe. Its 
not their fault. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Politician means corruption. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Fuck both of the assholes. 

Last Perfection /James Motz / Vocals 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
John Kerry because he is all for defending the US only 
if it is attacked. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

The war, abortion, and gay rights. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It was completely unnecessary to go to war with that 
country. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why?Certainly 
not Bush because he's controlled his cronies. 


Undying/ Logan White, vocals 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? I 
Ralph Nader if anyone. He seems to speak more truths I 
than any of the other candidates, and has a very 'no 
compromise' attitude towards his beliefs. He recognizes I 
that the mega-corporations are taking over and destroy-1 
ing the country and the world, and is not afraid to take 
them all on, knowing that his stance will ensure his polit-l 
ical defeat in any category, as the most powerful tend to 
hate him for what he believes. Although he is in no way 
an ideal candidate, the fact that he honestly cares about 
the way the world... 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

It counts as long as you vote within he two major politi¬ 
cal parties. If you vote for anyone else, you may as well 
stay at home because it will change nothing. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It was a mistake, but since we're there now, we owe it to 
the innocent people in Iraq not to abandon this situation 
we have created. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

A politician is by nature a power-hungry, hypocritical,and 
dishonest asshole. Yet I don't want to be one myself, 
nor will anyone else who does not fit the aforementioned 
definition, so the assholes will always remain in power. 
If my choice is between Kerry and Bush as "more of a 
leader", I would have to say Kerry, not because I like the 
guy, or think he's got great ideas, or that I trust his lead¬ 
ership, but because George W. Bush is perhaps the stu¬ 
pidest, most arrogant, and one of the most dangerous 
"leaders" in the history of the world, right up there near 
Hitler himself. 

Split Fifty / Zach Fifty Lead Guitar/Vocals 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Well I don’t think either candidate really represents my 
beliefs or ideas. Although I can find at least one thing in 
each of them that I find to be ok I wouldn't vote for either 
of them. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Absolutely not, if our vote really counted then we would¬ 
n't be given such blind options. Why is it that we have 
only two choices? If neither party are competent or 
capable then why are we forced to pick between a psy¬ 
cho and an idiot? 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Our business is at home here, as long as there are 
starving people on our streets and racial violence right 
here in our towns we have NO business cleaning up or 
trying to free other nations when our own people are 
bound by poverty, drugs, discrimination etc. 


What is your personal definition of politician? 






















|An infected dick without a condom spraying down the 
world with their disease. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I have a golden lab named split he’s awesome, I believe 
he could do a better job running America than either or 
our presidential candidates. I say don’t vote this year, 
send a loud and clear message to the powers that be 
that we wont lie down and allow them to choose for us 
who will be president. We want better choices and 
someone who truly represents America not big busi¬ 
ness. 

Youth Briaade/BYO Records/Shawn Stern 

Sinoer/Guitarist 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

I they all pretty much suck except for nader, but he has 
absolutely no chance of doing anything but helping re- 
I select Dubya, so don't vote for him. the 2 parties are 
I controlled by corporate money and the democrats are 
[being a bunch of pussies, we've got the worst president 
I in the history of the country making a fool of himself and 

■ the U.S. and walking around like an arrogant sob and 
I the democrats can't step up and call him out for it!?! 

I Do you believe your vote counts? 

I Yes, I do, even though I'm Canadian and can’t vote! but 
I seriously, this is most definitely the MOST IMPORTANT 
I ELECTION OF OUR LIVES. Kerry may not inspire, but 
[even if you believe the democrats are just the lesser of 
I two evils, the republicans don’t represent anyone except 
I the very, very rich. Here's an analogy Mitch over at Nitro 
(gave me the other night at the Anti-Flag show. "You've 
[got 2 piles of shit and a guy holding a gun to your head 
■telling you to eat one. Aren't you gonna eat the smaller 
Ipile of shit!?!? Sad, but true. 

I What are your top 3 political issues? 

■ Get the fuck out of Iraq, start a national program (akin to 
Ithe space program in the ’60s) using the brains aod 

■ technology of the best and brightest to wean the world 
I off of our dependence on oil by developing solar, wind 
letc and conservation, it's good for the environment, 

I would stimulate the economy by providing jobs, focus 
Ithe country on doing something positive and hopeful 
land is one of the best ways to get the hell out of our 
I fucked up relationships/dependency on the middle east 
land the oil. and finally, get true campaign finance reform 
Ito stop the rich and their corp. from dominating politics 
I in this country (getting rid of the electoral college is also 
la good idea), you may say i'm a dreamer. .. 

I What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 

I war is almost always about rich old men sending young 
Imen to do their battles, if these deferment neo-cons had 
Ito go fight themselves, we wouldn't be in this fucking 
I thing. Bring the troops home! 

■ Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Ilf you're talking about Bush and Kerry, well, if that long 
I haired kid who spoke to congress against the Vietnam 
■war when he came back from the war would step up, 
■that Kerry would inspire, for the future, Barak Obama 
■from Chicago may be that man, we shall see. 

I Law of Inertia Productions/ Ross Siegel publisher/presi- 

I dent 

|What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

■ Neither, but if I had to choose it would be Kerry. As 
I George Soros says, "Bush is unacceptable and Kerry 
I has the appeal of an actuary." 

Vhat are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Jot quite sure what you mean, but I wouldn't be the first 
ne to say that this war was avoidable and poorly 
banned. Sure, Hussein had to go eventually,but in lieu 
if dangers that directly affected America's well 
ieing?Definitely not. ^ 

I What is your personal definition of politician? 

■Well, my personal definition of A politician is an elected 

■ official. Are you implying something with that question? 

I Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I Wesley Clark. Howard Dean. John Mcain. Oh, you 
I meant between Kerry and Bush? Yeah, we all hate 
I Bush,but sadly he is far more of a leader, and demands 
■way more respect from his minion's than Kerry does. 
I Kerry seems to me to be the person that was least hated 

■ during the Democratic primaries. 


Alii With An 1/ Michael Sileno/Drummer 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Honestly, none of them really come close, but Nader 
would be the closest even though I'm not voting for him. 
Actually, I live in NC, so I don’t even think I could vote 
for him. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I used to be totally against the voting system in this 
country, but now I feel that is important to vote mainly to 
get our current president the hell out of here. If we all 
exercised political power, we could make some great 
changes. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Economy, the War on Drugs, and Globalization 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
The reason why we are at war is because of our histo¬ 
ry. We need to learn from the past and not repeat the 
same mistakes. This war is unnecessary. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I would say Bush because he Is manipulative and pow¬ 
erful, so he and his administration can control situations 
that coerce people into following them. The problem is 
we don't need a strong leader who is not looking out for 
our best interests and is leading us toward self-destruc¬ 
tion. 

Death Bv Stereo /Efrem 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

I don’t think any candidate represents my beliefs but at 
this point it's a lesser of two evils type situation so it 
seem’s that Kerry is the choice. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I never did in the past and that was confirmed with the 
last presidential election....! think that now it's really a do 
or die thing at this point. It might really count! 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Health care is number one! I think our policy on drugs is 
pretty fucked, and I think the right to vote is a huge issue 
ass well, because they are trying every way they can to 
take it away. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A puppet. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I think the individual is more of a leader than anyone! Be 
your own leader and pave the way for free thinking and 
the end of this robotic soccer mom every thing is ok way 
of life! Hey Orange County!!! Stop hiding behind your 
flags on your front porches and in your gigantic army 
soccer assault vehicles and open your eyes!!! 

Faceouller/Brent /Bass 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
As a Canadian with a fantasy vote.i'd pick michael bad- 
narik from the libertarian party.i like their platform. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Looking after your own country and citizens first,more 
personal freedoms/responsibility,and less government. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Very unfortunate. Any war is unfortunate. Any violence is 
unfortunate. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A person who is trying to avoid the real workplace under 
the guise of being socially caring. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Michael Badnarik.He's the candidate for the libertarian 
party! 

Ex Models/ Shahin Motia Singer. Guitarist 
What candidate -best represents your beliefs and why? 
None of them do it well. Nader has principles and good 
intentions but doesn’t understand that another four 
years of Bush will completely undo his entire life's work. 
Kerry is a Democrat; domestically he believes that gov¬ 
ernment has a responsibility to show a shred of concern 
for other people, internationally, he wants the same 
things the incumbent assholes want, but disagrees on 
how to get them. Bush is a complete disgrace to human¬ 
ity, a person with moral, intellectual, artistic, and proba¬ 
bly athletic quality. 


What are your top 3 political issues? 

Civil rights (including, get this, the rights of people who| 
aren't American), taxes and how to spend them on I 
things everybody wants and deserves .trade and how to I 
conduct it fairly, without ruining the entire world,without! 
making enemies, without infringing on people's rights, p 
without destroying the planet, without military bases. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Someone who represents the interests of someone | 
else. Hopefully the public. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I suppose Kerry's worked harder for what he's got in pol-| 
itics than Bush has, but what do I know. I'll settle for the I 
guy who has some sort of conscience. That's Kerry, 11 
hope. 

Jerra (Sugar Hooker Entertainment) 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why?| 
Kerry, because he represents democracy, choices," 
women’s rights and better healthcare solutions. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Women's rights, the war, and our economy. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently?! 

I believe the war in Iraq is an illegal war that is jeopard-! 
izing our standing in the world community, is threatening! 
our domestic security, and putting us in financial hard-| 
ship. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Someone who represents the people and their wishes. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Senator Kerry, because he cares to listen to the compli-l 
cated, diverse opinions of his constituents in formulating! 
a plan, whereas Bush makes decisions based on ego I 
and personal agendas, which is somehow characterized! 
as "decisive" instead of arrogant. 

ANTLER/Tim Catz 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? I 
Jesse Ventura, but unfortunately he's not running. He,| 
like myself, believes a third party system is what most! 
Americans would prefer over the "lesser of the two! 
Evils" system we are currently saddled with. Mr.r 
Ventura's beliefs and political views may be outside of I 
the mainstream, but at least he seems honest and free! 
of big business puppeteering.ln reality, he'll never winT 
But so what??? I'd rather vote for a loser than elect a| 
fool. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Its a tricky question. I'd like to believe it counts and I do| 
vote every election. I feel it is my duty as an American, f 
But the electoral collage system seems to undermine! 
this. Look at the last election, where Gore appeared to I 
win the popular vote, but lost the electoral. With all the! 
advances we've made in technology, I find it hard to I 
believe that a better system isn't available. Hey, if they! 
can keep track of my spending habits on the web, they! 
should be able to tally individual votes. Its time to update | 
the process. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Jobs, healthcare, and social reform. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently?! 
Without radical and extensive reforms in the political! 
process, we are doomed to repeat history. Without! 
strong honest leadership, we will follow fools blindly into! 
destruction. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I will vote this year, although I loath both men as lead-1 
ers. I will vote ABB, anyone but Bush. Would have felt I 
better voting for Dean or Clark, but it wasn't in the cards. I 

Ladvkillers/Geoff Davis/guitar 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? I 
I don't particularly like either but voting for the GOP is a I 
huge step backward for women's and gay rights. Plus 
George Bush is such a smug asshole, i'd love to seel 
that smile dissappear from his face, so Kerry I guess. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I think I have to. If everyone would vote instead of bitch I 
things might change. We do live in CA which has the| 


















most electoral votes. . 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Education /gay rights /women's rights 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It is sad and stupid. I don't support war and I am not an 
idealist but did we have any plan at all? 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Shit, not much strength in either of these two. I feel I 
trust Kerry. I mean Bush seems to lie without malice. 

Mustard Plug/David Kirchgessner Vocals 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
My beliefs probably sit right in the middle between John 
Kerry and Ralph Nader although I am supporting Kerry 
and a little angry at Nader for campaigning in battle¬ 
ground states. I like that Kerry supports raising taxes on 
the rich, stricter enforcement of environmental protec¬ 
tion, is at least trying to address the issue of the un¬ 
insured, is pro-choice, and has the best chance of 
appointing moderate or liberal supreme court justices. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yeah, you never know. Some races are obviously real¬ 
ly close. I really believe that everyone has a moral obli¬ 
gation to vote and those that don't have no right to com¬ 
plain about any result, from paying taxes to the pothole 
in their street 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

I think bringing back the Estate Tax in some form is 
incredibly important both from a reducing the deficit 
standpoint and social justice standpoint. 2. International 
relations....3. The Environment. We're not doing near 
enough to fight global warming, sprawl, factory farms, 
etc 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Afghanistan -good,but Iraq -bad Iraq is creating a new 
breeding ground for terrorism and diverting money, time 
and international support from the real war on terror. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

George Bush is probably a better leader, but is leading 
us in the wrong direction. The real world is complex 
and John Kerry understands this, although complexity 
doesn't lend itself well to consistency in leadership. 
Unlike in George Bush's fantasy world there are no easy 
answers. 

the Method and Result/: Mason Wendell - bass/pro- 

qramminq 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

II was just at a Kerry rally this weekend and I have to say 
that I'm not just voting against Bush now. I’m voting for 
Kerry because his priorities are largely in sync with 
mine. He's got the experience, intelligence, and tem¬ 
perament to fix healthcare, the war in Iraq, and the war 
Ion terrorism. And don't forget: the Supreme Court. 

I Do you believe your vote counts? 
lit always counts, and it counts even more this year. In 
12000 I voted for Nader as a calculated move to help the 
[Greens establish a credible third party. I was living in NJ 
[at the time and knew there was no statistical chance Of 
I Gore losing there. Now that I live in Philadelphia I'm in 
lone of the most fought over swing states...It is critically 
[important to not get apathetic now. 

I What are your top 3 political issues? 

I Universal healthcare, destroying Al Qaeda and other 
[terrorists that have targeted Americans, ecuring and 
I removing the US from Iraq 

I What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
|The war in Iraq has been the mqst wasteful use of 
[American lives and resources I've ever seen. I shudder 
■to think of how far along we'd be if those resources were 

I focused on finding and destroying terrorist cells. 

lOr, a haiku: 

II watched towers fall 

|from my roof in New Jersey. 

I Bush embarrasses. 

I What is your personal definition of politician? 

|The cynical version would be anyone who sees "public 
I service" as the core of his/her elected office. 


Who do you feel is more of a leader and why?Kerry by 
a huge margin. Once you break promises and faith as 
often and as badly as Bush has you lose any claim to 
that title. 

Miranda Sound/Dan Gerken 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Ralph Nader is the candidate that would best represent 
my political beliefs,but I'll be voting for John Kerry. I 
adhere to the standard argument: It's far more important 
to me that George W. Bush does not win, so I'm voting 
for the most palatable candidate that has a good chance 
of unseating him. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes, as long as I'm voting for Kerry. It's a very close 
race in Ohio, a tier-one swing state. That Kerry wins is 
especially crucial here, where we have 21 electoral 
votes. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Iraq / International Affairs / United Nations, Corporate 
Accountability, Human Rights (including health care and 
education) 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
The US would benefit from full-scale solicitation of help 
from the UN, and could also stand to amend its policies 
on the Middle East. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A politician is someone who should seek to strike a bal¬ 
ance between enacting the various wills of the people 
she represents, on one hand, and making policies for 
the good of the people in general, on the other. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

John Kerry is a better leader because he understands 
the complexity of both domestic and international 
issues, and has the foresight to construct long-term 
plans for widespread progress (e g , his plan to develop 
technologies that offer alternatives to US fossil-fuel 
dependence -- a plan that addresses environmental, 
unemployment, security, and education issues all at 
once). 

Dead Girls R uin Everything Formerly of Ultimate 

F akeb Q Qk/Eric Melin , drgmme r 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? t 
Ralph Nader-what the system needs is a complete over¬ 
haul, and he's the only one to do it. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes, that's why I'm making my vote matter by voting for 
John Kerry! 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

1. Removal of Bush's Dumb, Aggressive Foreign Policy 

2. Free Health Care 3. Better Funding for Education. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It's stubborn, stupid, and it's not working. We create 
more terrorists every day with Bush's greedy, selfish 
War on Terror. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

I'd like it to be someone who votes their conscience, but 
I believe lately, it's someone who s compromised partial¬ 
ly or fully by pig business. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

If John Kerry can run the country with his values and 
heart, then I think he will be a great leader. 

TheSTART/ Echo/ Vocalist 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Of the two tickets we have to choose from this 
November, definitely the Kerry/Edwards ticket definitely 
represents my beliefs the best. And yes there are huge 
differences between Bush and Kerry. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

YES, and if we all get off our asses and vote we can 
make change. It is our only hope. If voting fails us, it's 
revolution time! 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

WAR (peace), A Woman's Right to Choose .Health Care 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 


There was more public outcry against this war in Iraqi 
than any before and still they sent our young people to I 
kill and die, so that the very rich could profit. Iraq made I 
no gestures of ill will toward us before we attacked. Notl 
very Christian now, is it? 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? I feel I 
Kerry will be a great Leader. He has a lifetime of expe-| 
rience in making tough choices. George Bush is a fig-1 
urehead, at best. 

La n dlQ r d /Esf and/VQc al s/Guitar 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why?| 
Lets look at it this way... which candidate represents the I 
beliefs of its people... Bush hasn't shown me any evi-l 
dence that he truly cares about the beliefs of americansl 
or in general humans... Kerry a classic politician that! 
says anything to appeal to voters/he himself doesn't I 
know what to believe in... I have to vote for the lesser of I 
the two evils... Kerry 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

More than ever, we live in a global community and ourl 
vote can truly have an effect on how a new born in africal 
is raised... 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Foreign policy (Iraq, Aids Crises in Africa...), Economy I 
(Jobs, Health Care...), Environment. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently?! 
Having lived in the Middle East this war will increase! 
hatred and terrorism all over the world. We need to stop 
thinking Us and Them. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? I person¬ 
ally like to pick a leader that has felt the pains of ordi¬ 
nary people who they try to lead. At least Kerry picked 
up a riffle once in his life... I pick Kerry. 

Landlord /Justin /drums 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
It's hard to get a handle on the "issues" according to the 
candidates...American politics have become more a 
high school popularity contest for king and queen than 
anything else...Bush, I suppose...he comes off decided 
in his convictions... 

What are your top 3 political issues? Foreign policy 
(Iraq, Sudan, etc, etc etc), Medicare/Social Security 
reform, the black box that is alternate sources of ener¬ 
gy- 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

The role of President of the United States is much more 
talking head, not so much leader... 

Landlord./A nd,re s/Ba^s 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
George Bush best represents my beliefs Bush said it 
from the beginning that he would confront those that 
are a threat to our safety and has been proactive. If 
Kerry stuck to a particular belief then “maybe” I'd agree 
with at "most" one of them but he hasn't shown me any¬ 
thing. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Forget the whole wmd thing. Saddam needed to be 
removed and was harmful to even his people and posed 
a threat to his neighbors and us. If the removal of 
Saddam was made the key issue rather than wmd's 
then I don't believe many would have opposed it. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Used car salesman... 

Deadweidht/Benjamin Barnes/ Lead singer, promoter 

and .Mgr 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Candidate for President Nader, but will cast vote for 
Kerry . Candidate for California Senate Boxer, on the 
Transportation, environmental and foreign relations 
committees:because she’s hot, I sent her a letter, along 
with 2 of my self produced classical c.d.'s to bring atten¬ 
tion to mental illness issues. She wrote me back. Cool. 
Especially now we are in another war where many will 
return with severe psychiatric and substance abuse 
problems. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 




















iSadam had to be removed from power in my opinion, 
but the pretense that our country had humanitarian 
motives is ludicrous. It was pre-meditated from before 
the 9/11 tragedy. The only motivation for us to have 
want only slaughtered civilians in Iraq and Afghanistan 
was to build a pipeline through their country, and totally 
destroy the infrastructure of Iraq, thus creating contract¬ 
ing opportunities for our country to steal their land and 
oil. 

SAETA/Matt Menovcik/ band member 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
None, but I'm supporting Kerry because I don't think he'll 
do as much harm. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
It's a shame (or is that sham?). Either way, it's too bad. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A middleman between the people who have power and 
the masses. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

It amazes me that Bush can keep the kind of backing 
that he has after everything that has happened over the 
past four years. So I would have to give him something 
for that. I've listened to Kerry talk a couple of times and 
he hasn't proven himself to me either way, yet. With that 
said, I'd hate to pass judgement on this one quite yet, 
especially since I'm rooting for Kerry. 

New Eve Films/Rustv Nails - Director/Filmmaker/Music 

I Vig leo Maker 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Ralph Nader. He is against the war and cares about 
people and their welfare.He has been working for the 
good of the American public for countless year on 
issues such as: consumer health, worker's rights, clean 
water, reduction of sugar in foods for children, aqd edu¬ 
cation. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes. As sad as it seems - voting for the lesser evil 
makes a difference.When going to the polls there are 
many local & national issues that voters are neither 
aware of or interested in (i.e. - women's rights, organic 
standards, arts funding, etc.).If you take time and 
research the various topics and issues that are being 
voted on - your vote will count to a large extent on these 
issues. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

Someone who enters a political office with dreams of 
I becoming a known personality and obtaining power and 
control. When this person obtains power and control 
they continue grabbing every brass ring they can until 
Itheir ride is over. Politicians are like the worst 
I Hollywood Celebrities...except they sometimes have 
I control over people's lives. 

I Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 
lObama Barack. He is an intelligent, well spoken man 
I with good morals and good ideas. 


[ Leftover Crack Stza Crack Sinaer/quitar plaver/lyrical 

| ag itato r 

[What candidate best represents your beliefs and 
|why?Ralph Nader, but he only represents my beliefs 
| slightly & all of the other candidates are completely full 
| of shit. 

| What are your top 3 political issues? 

[The rising prison construction rate/police-state &the 
|serious need for "justice" system reform2-The U.S. gov¬ 
ernments foreign policy & 3-the governments war on the 
| poor/minorities with it's so-called "war on drugs" 

I What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
la thinly disguised system for our countries "leaders" to 
I launder the tax payers money into their own pockets by 
[granting substantial deals to corporations that they have 
la stake in (ie. Halliburton). 

I What is your personal definition of politician? 

IA compromised individual who represents private inter¬ 
ests. 

[Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

II don't know who the choices are, I hope not the current 


presidential candidates, cuz if they are our only poten¬ 
tial leaders than we, the people are completely fucked. 

Last of the Famous/Porcell/Guitar 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
I'm going to vote for Kerry this election, mostly because 
I think George Bush needs to be out. Our country is not 
only much worse off economically than we were years 
ago, but globally we've come across as bullish,arrogant 
and jingoistic. Frankly I'm not quite sure that Kerry is my 
ideal candidate, but I think a lot of Americans will... 

What are your top 3 political issues?l'm not super into 
the in's and outs of politics, but just being in a band and 
travelling the world seeing how the rest of the people 
live has opened my eyes to how screwed up America 
really is. My top 3... --Let's stop worshiping the dollar 
and start caring about the people of this country... 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Seriously, I feel duped. The whole crux of America 
going to -war was supposed weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion, which none were found... After 9/11, America had 
the sympathy of the world. Now we have their con¬ 
tempt. What a mess. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

My idealistic definition of a politician is a servant of the 
people, who understands their needs and works to real¬ 
ize that.. 

Engine Down/Jonathan Fuller/Guitarist 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 

A vote for John Kerry best represents my belief that we 
need to get George W. out of office by any means nec¬ 
essary. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Ending the war in iraq, protecting a woman's right to 
choose, an end to american imperialism. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Almost entirely unwarranted, poorly planned, and poor¬ 
ly executed. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? If you're 
talking about leading the gullible lemmings of the amer-. 
ican public, then george bush may be more of a leader, 
just because he's so cute and generally likeable, but the 
dude is fucked. 

Before Braille/Sunset Alliance Records/David Jensen 

/vocals/ auitar/owner 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
George W. Bush, although I'm still bummed Alan Keyes 
and/or John McCain didn't win the primary 4 years ago. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes, but I believe my opinion counts more than my vote. 
..There are a lot of people who either can't think or don't 
want to exert the energy or take the time to think about 
what they believe.... 

What are your top 3 political issues? Education, 
Economics, "Morality". When I say "morality", I mean 
issues that have to do with Abortion, Gay Marriage, Civil 
Rights, Human Rights, etc. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? 
Fear and uncertainty has caused rash decisions. 
History has complicated those decisions even more. 
Educated, confident judgements should be made with 
less regard to political standards. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

"Pol" meaning "Cold." "Iti" meaning "Idiot." "Cian" 
meaning only admitting to what the people are "Seein"" 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Leaders are people you can depend on. Whether you 
agree with George Bush, I believe that in most 
instances he does what he says and he says what he 
does. I find comfort in a man who can't speak well 
enough to talk around the issues. Stupid is as stupid 
does, but at least stupid is doing things. 

Catch 22 /Pat Kavs /Bassist 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? 
Neither of the candidates represent my beliefs. 
Unfortunately, our system's limitations won't allow for 


that. What are the chances that my view of what the I 
country should be like will be represented by an elec-| 
table candidate? Two in three-hundred million? 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

I'm a New Jersey resident. We have an electoral col-1 
lege. Maybe in your state the votes count. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Kerry seems like a humanist. Bush is an authoritarian. | 
Who will be a better leader for our country? 

Hawthorne Heights - Eron Bucciarelli - Drums 
What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? I 
John Kerry because he knows we need to get out of | 
Iraq, that we should have never been there, we were| 
lied to, that we need to re-build our relationship with the I 
rest of the world, that going into Iraq was avoiding the] 
real threat of Al Qaeda, that there's more dangerous | 
countries out there at the moment than Iraq and that we| 
have lots of domestic issues that have been almost | 
ignored for the past four years. 

Do you believe your vote counts? 

Yes, our country was one vote away from having | 
German as the national language way back in the day,| 
so one vote can make a difference. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

The Economy, American dependency on oil, and Iraq. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently? | 
We shouldn't have gone into Iraq. There are many coun-[ 
tries that pose much bigger threats to us than Iraq did.| 
Where's our exit strategy? 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

A politician is a person elected to represent and act on| 
the beliefs of their constituents. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Kerry, because anyone who can't construct a proper] 
sentence isn't intelligent enough to lead the biggest| 
country in the world. 


Josh Partinoton / Something Corporate / Firescape 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why?| 
Ralph Nader because he represents a group of people 
who are tired of the same old wind-bags in Washington 
DC and want real change. Plus he is probably 10 times| 
smarter than anyone else running. 

Do you believe your vote counts 9 
I think you have to believe that at some point your vote] 
counts, even though one vote is such a small percent¬ 
age of an entire electorate. If no one believed their vote] 
counted then no one would vote and we would all be in | 
real trouble. 

What are your top 3 political issues? 

Gun Control, Health Care & Homeland Security. 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

I think Kerry is more of a leader only because he can I 
successfully manage to form a sentence when speak-1 
ing. 

Paul Brill/Scarlet Shame RecordsFull /Label Founder 

What candidate best represents your beliefs and why? I 
Ralph Nader, because of his anti-corporate platform, 
commitment to environmental conservation and protec¬ 
tion and his pro-peace international stance. That said, 
I’m voting for Kerry to unseat the false monarch. 

What are your thoughts about America in war currently?! 
Illegal and misguided. 

What is your personal definition of politician? 

What I’d hope for is far from what exists, most intelli-1 
gent, honest and respectable people with strong leader¬ 
ship abilities wouldn’t go near politics today... 

Who do you feel is more of a leader and why? 

Not crazy about either major candidate, hold your nose| 
and vote for Kerry... 


For more opinions and complete responses, 
go to www.skratchmagazine.com 
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THE KINGS OF GERMAN ME TAL CORE RETURN WITH THEIR BLISTERING STYLE 
OF POST-MODERN. DESTRUCTIVE MUAljCORWTH AN UNPARALLELED 
SENSE OF HEAVINESS AND MUSICIANSHIP. 
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WELCOME TO CIRCUS 
PUNK-A-BILLY 
v/a 

WOLVERINE RECORDS - CD 


This is the ultimate Punk-A-Billy 
Compilation! 30 Bands from around 
the globel Including Bands like: 
Nekromantix, Mad Sin, Koffin Kats, 
Banane Metalik, Kings of Nuthin', 
Cenobites, Klingonz, Ripmen, Pea¬ 
cock and many morel 


DISTRICT 

Diagnosis For Death 

PEOPLE LIKE YOU 


DISTRICT are back on the map. A little bit more melodic, 
but strictly with "Punk as fuck” attitude. Unique voice 
from Ader (THE REVOLVERS) and as a perfect addition 
guitar player and songwriter Pascal Briggs (ex PUBLIC- 
TOYS) give DISTRICT more than a special charme. 

I Rosemary’s Babies 

f Talking to the Dead 

Blood work Records * CD 


HIRAX 

The New Age Of Terror 

MUSIC AVENUE-CD 


Classic ‘80s Hardcore from 
Lodi, NJl Eerie Von's (Dan¬ 
zig, Samhain) FIRST bandl 
Featuring 25 songs, many 
released here for the first 
time. This CD also marks 
the first CD release of tracks 
from the highly collectible 
"Blood Lust” EP. These songs are loud, fast and brutal with 
themes running from horror hrough violence to youthful angst 
and repressed emotions, www.ghastlyrecords.com 


flSMARY 1 ? 

BABIES 


The new HIRAX album, THE NEW AGE 
OF TERROR, is without doubt one of the 
most outstanding comeback albums of 
this year. The Bay Area cult-metal out¬ 
fit, fronted by KATON W. DE PENA, dish 
up a relentless high-energy thrash-at¬ 
tack. Already the European media have 
awarded the album outstanding scores 
and superlative reviews. The album is 
a must for fans of the likes of D.R.I., 
NUCLEAR ASSAULT and EXODUS. 


COLERA 

The Best Of 

Dim FACES - CD 


Dr Chud’s X-Ward 

Diagnosis For Death 

Bloodwork Records * CD 


released their first 

record "TENTE MUDAR 0 AMANHA” (TRY TO CHANGE 
TOMORROW) in 1984. The second one "PELA PAZ EM 
TODO MUNDO” (FOR PEACE ALL OVER THE WORLD) fol¬ 
lowed in 1986. 


The gates to the X-Ward are open and the 
physician in charge is DR.CHUD. Legendary 
MISFITS skin basher/songwriter DR.CHUD un¬ 
leashes his debut multimedia CD complete 
with Music, Videos, Comic Booklet and Lyr¬ 
ics, you wanted a lethal dose of punk rock.... 
NOW YOU HAVE ITl 


OCTOBER TOUR DATES | 13 CHARLOTTE, NC / 14 COLUMBUS, 
GA15 / NEW ORLEANS, LA / 16 HOUSTON, TX / 17 ALICE, TX 
/ IB SAN ANTONIO, TX / 19 £L PASO, TX / 20 PHOENIX, AZ / 
21 LOS ANGELES, CA / 22 CORONA. CA / 23 TUCSON, AZ / 24 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM / 25 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK / 26 ST, LOUIS, 
MO / 27 HUNTINGTON, WV / 28 CINCINNATI, OH / 29 BUF¬ 
FALO, NY / 30 PITTSTON, f* / 31 NEW YORK, NY 


cargo music label group 1-8Q0-40-INDJE 
4901-906 Morena Blvd. San Diego, CA 92117-7333 
Chicago Sales: Gubby Tel: 773-871-1009 Fax: 760-923-8313 Email: gubby@cargomuslc.com 
St Louis Sales: Clay Tel: 314-644-6747 Fax: 760-923-8313 Email: clay@cargomusic.com 

























The Gutter Demons 

Enter the Demonz 

Independent - CD 


The Gutter Demons demons hail from the North 
and promise to raise hell. Their dark sound runs 
from sparse, somewhat traditional rockabilly 
riffs to heavy power-drenched melodies* 
www.gutterdemons.com 

The Gutter Demons ® Wrecker's Ball, 

Friday 29 ® 7:00pm. Hollywood, CA 


The Meteors 

These Evil Things 

HEADHUNTER/PEOPLE LIKE YOU • LP/CD 


NEW RELEASE AVAILABLE SOONII! 

The Meteors started almost twenty-five years 
ago as a reaction against the soft rockabilly that 
was popular at that time and they have now 
evolved to become the acknowledged "Kings of 
Psychobilly”. Marking the 25th anniversary of 
the Band and they will be out there doing what 
they do best Blasting around the world taking on 
all comers Whatever you do, don’t forget Only 
The Meteors Are Pure Psychobilly 
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Thee Flanders 

Monster Party 

HAL87 - LP/CD 


Frankenstein 
An Ugly Display of 
Self-Preservation 

FIEND FORCE - LP/CD 


15 month after the release of the debut-CD 
"punkabilly from hell!” THEE FLANDERS now 
present their new album "Monster Party. More 
varietal, more self confidence and much more 
influence of psychobilly - so there comes this 
2nd longplayer of the crazy guys from Potsdam/ 
Germany The album is full of hits like "amok”, 
"deadly secrets”, where THEE FUNDERS show, 
how traditional psychobilly sound nowadays. 


Debut-Album from L.A.’s Death-Rock/ 
Gothabilly supergroup. Featuring ex¬ 
members of Voodoo Church, Christian 
Death, Faith and the Muse. The Cramps' 
evil twin has risen from the dead! 


MAD SIN 
Young, Dumb & 
Snotty (Best Of...) 

People Like You 
Headhunter Records CD 


HELLBILLYS 

Blood Trilogy Vol. 1 

PURE & PROUD • LP/CD 


They were born in the depths of hell 
in 1989. Four dark demons of hell got 
together to reign over hell & earth. 

They brought the world their own 
unique screaming banshee of death 
sounds. THey were the fore-runner 
of American Physchobilly. They have 
dominated & slaughtered their way 
around the world & beyond... 


“YOUNG, DUMB & SNOT¬ 
TY” is essentially in the 
MAD SIN archives project 
1988- 1993 and will give 
you the best indication 
about MAD SIN starting 
as the most spectacular 

PsychobiUy band allover. Including Psychotic Night / Moonlight Shadows / 
The Walltown / Prison Of Pain/ Straight To Hell / She's The One / Gonna Get Her / 
Your Soul / Deep Black Zone / Overpower / No More / Brainstorm / Meattrain At 
Midnight / Sick World..and many more! 
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cargo music label group 1-800-40-INDIE 
4901-906 Morena Blvd. San Diego, CA 92117-7333 
Chicago Sales: Gubby Tel: 773-871-1009 Fax: 760-923-8313 Email: gubby@cargomusic.com 
St Louis Sales: Clay Tel: 314-644-6747 Fax: 760-923-8313 Email: day@cargomusic.com 
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available at 

Tsunami Boardshop 4 Defy Boardshop ♦ Trashville USA | 
Electric Chair * Cash for Chaos + rezistance.com 


GSU 

714639-5000 

ADSQskratchmagazine.com 
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Teams Available Nationwide 
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Finally—a street team 
YOUR cheep ass can afford! 

Bands* Labels* Promoters’* 
Clothing Companies 

*Retail Promotion*Event Promotion 
CD Releases 

L? *' c k e r ' 5! 9 1 c a m P a 5 9 n s * 

^ 4 Web design* 

FiHil cplor & BSWpjinting 


coll 702-300-7881 or visit 
www.shoestringpromotions.com 
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CD&LP 


60 -hart Records * P0 Box 20 # Prince Street Stetoon * New Yorfc SI NY 10012 ^ www.GohartRecords com 
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Interview w/FAT MIKE, NOFX/PUNKVOTER/ETC. 

(political views from the undergound) 


FAT MIKE Interview 
By Scott Presant 

SKRATCH: Please tell me who you are on my tape 
recorder. Please.. 

FAT MIKE: I’m Fat Mike and I play in NOFX, Me First 
and the Gimme Gimmes and I started punkvoter.com. 

SKRATCH: How long have you been doing punkvot- 
er? 

FAT MIKE: About three years. 

SKRATCH: You’ve been putting a lot of the work dur¬ 
ing the last six months, I bet? 

FAT MIKE: I’ve put in about $150 grand out of my own 
pocket. The money we’ve raised through the “Rock 
Against Bush” compilation is somewhere around 
$400-500 grand. Right now we’re doing a $300,000 
billboard campaigns in swing states. We’re spending 
lots of dough on this. We found out we can’t spend 
money we made in Europe. It’s kind of sketchy right 
now. We can only spend money we made in the U.S. 
It’s considered foreign investors trying to influence 
the presidency. 

SKRATCH: It’s getting pretty technical there. You’re 
already feeling the politics? 

FAT MIKE: Oh yeah, I never wanted to be this guy. 

SKRATCH: What inspired you to be This guy”? 

FAT MIKE: In all seriousness, George Bush is the 
worst president the U.S. has ever had. It’s somewhat 
of a free country, as of now. It’s up to the citizens of 
this country to stand up against tyranny and evil. In 
the George Bush administration there’s a group of 
neo-conservatives that Republicans don’t like. 
Republicans don’t like these people. They’re mean- 
spirited and bullies and "trying to change the world, 
and they’re accomplishing their goals right now. They 
want to take over the Middle East and they’re accom¬ 
plishing that. I really think he is an evil man that 
needs to be stopped. 

SKRATCH: If he’s such an evil man, why are there so 
many supporters of him? 

FAT MIKE: The truth hurts; Americans are stupid. 
Anybody who researches what George Bush has 
done is not fan of his anymore. It’s people that see 
him on TV and see him with his Southern accent and 
say, “We’re not going to listen to other leaders of for¬ 


eign countries, we’re going to do 
what we want. We’re America. We’re 
number 1.” And people buy it. And 
yes, we are one of the most unedu¬ 
cated developed countries in t he 
world. I don’t blame America as much 
as I blame the media, because the 
media is owned by people like Rupert 
Murdoch, Ted Turner and Clear 
Channel and they have their agenda 
and they’re putting it forward. If you 
see that movie “Outfoxed,” people 
have been fired for giving their opin¬ 
ion on the news. Everyone is per¬ 
suaded to looking to the right and 
that’s just how it is. You can’t blame 
Americans, so much. But I do believe 
that most Americans are pretty stupid 
in a world sense. I mean, they are. 

SKRATCH: Do you blame the media? 
FAT MIKE: Absolutely. If the 
media were fair, George Bush 
would not have a fucking 
chance in hell. He would not. I 
just saw Clinton do an interview and he said 
when he was Governor and fighting against a 
Republican candidate for governor of Arkansas, 
he had a talk with him and said, “Why are you 
playing so dirty? Why don’t you play fair and 
let’s debate?” His opponent said, “I can’t fight 
you fair because you’ll win.” If people know the 
issues they’re going to vote Democrat or Green. 

Not Republican, because Republicans don’t 
have the people of this country at heart. They 
have their own agenda. It just so happens that 
they’re much better politicians than Democrats. 

SKRATCH: You do feel that way? 

FAT MIKE: Well yeah. They play dirty, they fight 
dirty and they will fight to the end using anything 
in their means to destroy their opponent. They 
did it with John McCain, who’s a pretty decent 
Republican. They do it all the time; they just 
character assassinate any enemy they have. 

They did it to Richard Clark. He worked for 
Reagan, Clinton; they character assassinate 
him because he said something bad about this 
president. He also said that Bush Sr. was the 
best president on counter terrorism. He’s not 
partisan or working for anybody, so they play 
hardball. Democrats tend to play softball. They 
play fair, Republicans don’t. 

SKRATCH: I read you’ve been increasing voter 
registration, getting 10 percent of attendance at 
your shows. 

FAT MIKE: I’d say five to 10 percent. 

SKRATCH: How many concerts have you put on 
with the tour? 

FAT MIKE: The Warped Tour was one big “Rock 
Against Bush” tour. Half of the bands were saying 
something about Bush and how we need a new pres¬ 
ident. On the Warp Tour we were getting between 2 
and 300 new people per day. Regular shows we’re 
probably getting 100. 

SKRATCH: In total, do you have the numbers you’ve 
gotten? 

FAT MIKE: No. I would guess 20,000. That’s not the 
big picture though. That’s new registered votes. This 
17-year-old kid, on the Warped Tour in North 
Carolina, came up to me and said he works at 


Kentucky Fried Chicken and because he heard 
Michael Moore mentioned in one of our songs, he 
bought his book, saw “Fahrenheit 9/11” and con¬ 
vinced every person who worked at Kentucky Fried 
Chicken to register to vote. You can’t just look at it 
that we registered 100 kids today. You have look at 
the 1,000 kids at the show because half of them are 
already registered to vote and the other half is too 
young. But if you influence those people to try and 
make this country a better country and care, then it’s 
a lot bigger than the numbers you see. 

SKRATCH: Some would say it’s awareness; you 
being a credible celebrity in the punk rock world. 
Some would say you’re taking advantage of your sta-| 
tus to preach the gospel, trying to sway... 

FAT MIKE: I absolutely am. 

SKRATCH: You would completely agree that you’re 
trying to sway and influence uneducated potential 
voters? 


FAT MIKE: Or just unaware. 

SKRATCH: Some would say, “Why not show both| 
sides?” 

FAT MIKE: I’ll tell you why not. Because the newsl 
doesn’t show both sides. The news shows the right I 
side. They show the Republican right’s point of view. [ 
Even CNN is slanted to the right. A show like I 
“Nightline,” that’s actually kind of in the middle, they! 
don’t have that big of a market share. Fox News has I 
the biggest cable news market share. And they are I 
clearly not a fair and balanced news station. When I 
you’re talking to someone, when you’re in a cab talk-f 











ling to a cab driver, are you going to give both sides of 
Ian argument or are you going to give your side? 
IThat’s what you do. You give your point of view. If 
I someone says you’re a musician or you’re drunk, why 
[should we listen to you? Well, first of al, yeah I’m a 
|musician and for sure I’m a drunk. I also have a col¬ 
lege degree. That has nothing to do with it. 
[Musicians, especially me, travel the world a lot. I’ve 
[been traveling to Europe and overseas for 16 years. 
[Americans are not generally loved around the world. 
|But we’re Americans, we do okay. And since Bush 
[took office and started this insane war, we’re hated 
[everywhere in the world. Americans are fucking 
[hated. And more than us, President Bush is really 
|despised. It never used to be this way. He has turned 
| around the empathy and sympathy the world had for 
[us after 9/11 and turned it into a big middle finger to 
|the rest of the world. And it’s not safe for Americans 
|to travel anymore. 91 percent of Americans never 
| leave this country, so they don’t give a fuck. For those 
of us that do travel the world and see what people 
think of us and hear what the world news says about 
[us, something’s wrong in this country. 

SKRATCH: This hate toward U.S., is that a slight 
exaggeration? Can you give me an example of that? 
FAT MIKE: NOFX doesn’t see it as much because 
everyone knows where we stand. I have a lot of 
friends in all parts of the world and they tell me, “Are 
[you serious? Get rid of this guy, this is incredible.” 
You read newspaper s in other countries and you look 
at polls in Britain. Britain ‘s our biggest ally, right? And 
over 80 percent of the people are against the war in 
Iraq and think that the most dangerous man in the 
world is George Bush. 

SKRATCH: Where did you get that percentage? 

FAT MIKE: That was the percentage I read. I think it 
was on the BBC. George Bush is the most dangerous 
man in the world and that’s what he’s thought of 
around the world. 

SKRATCH: When did you decide to become a 
Democrat and what inspired you? 

FAT MIKE: I’m kind of a pragmatist. I don’t really think 
the Green’s party’s going to win. I don’t think a third 
party in this country is going to work until there are 
some serious changes. 

SKRATCH: So bottom line, your vote’s for Kerry? 

FAT MIKE: Yeah. 

SKRATCH: Do you consider yourself a Democrat 
then? 

FAT MIKE: As of now, yes. I would be a Green party 
member for sure and a Ralph Nader fan. 

SKRATCH: With Bush in office that kind of coerces 
you to be a democrat. 

FAT MIKE: I wouldn’t be a Green party person any¬ 
way, because we don’t have a representative govern¬ 
ment here. In Canada there system is, if the Green 
party gets five percent of the vote, five percent of the 
Congress is Green party; you get a fair amount of 
representation in Parliament. And Britain does the 
same thing. What happens then is that if you are part 
of a smaller party, you can influence votes and policy. 
But in this country you get jack shit.... 

SKRATCH: Do you foresee that happening in the next 
20 to 30 years? 

FAT MIKE: I foresee that happening at some point. 
Right now in California they have a^new voting sys¬ 
tem. You vote for your first choice and then you get 
second and third choices. I don’t know how extensive 
it is in California but in the Bay that’s how it is. If no 
one gets 50 percent of the vote, suddenly you include 
second choices. And if that happens, say in a nation¬ 
al election that happens, I bet over 50 percent of 
Americans would put Nader as their second choice 
and he could win, if you had a system like that. What 
that does is it makes everybody happy. Democrats 
right now are going to pick Kerry and put George 
Bush 10th, they’d put anybody ahead of that guy. And 


they’d be happy if anybody won but Bush. And that’s 
how it should be. 

SKRATCH: Have you ever voted Republican? 

FAT MIKE: Oh no, but I only started voting in 2000. I 
never thought there was that big of difference 
between presidential candidates before. Even a nor¬ 
mal Republican president isn’t that bad. It’s this pres¬ 
ident. This guy has no idea. And I think the debates 
proved that last night. 

SKRATCH: I’m assuming you read the paper, watch 
the news and do a lot research, probably constantly 
on a daily basis? 

FAT MIKE: Not as much as I should. I do read the 
news everyday. 

SKRATCH: What are the two most important things, 
in a nutshell, that you’ve learned in your research? 
FAT MIKE: I’ll tell you two things that bother me about 
George Bush. Well* the two most important things to 
me that Kerry said last night was that we were not 
attacked by Saddam Hussein, we were attacked by 
Saudi Arabians, members of al Qaeda. Attacking Iraq 
is really the biggest problem I have with George 
Bush. I hung out with Scott Ritter, a UN weapons 
inspector. We were in Vegas together at a punkvoter 
show, and I’d read his book previously. He was a 
weapons inspector in Iraq for years, and he came 
back and said, “Hello I’m an inspector out there and 
they don’t have shit. There's nothing there. We’ve 
been searching for stuff for fucking years. This coun¬ 
try has nothing.” And he got fired... 

SKRATCH: You said he got character assassinated? 
FAT MIKE: I don’t now if that’s proper English; his 
character was assassinated. That’s what the Bush 
Administration does to anyone that speaks out 
against them. You don’t argue with the points their 
making.... 

SKRATCH: What do you think about Bush’s lack of 
renewing the assault gun ban? 

FAT MIKE: Americans love their guns for some rea¬ 
son. The Brady bill; we should have assault weapons. 
That’s insane. The gay marriage thing, putting for¬ 
ward an amendment that’s discriminatory and takes 
away freedom is just incredible. It’s so insulting and 
people say most people are against gay marriage. 
Well, fuck them. I mean that because you don’t base 
policy on the majority of what most people think. It’s 
got nothing to do with what’s right or wrong. 

SKRATCH: Discrimination is discrimination. 

FAT MIKE: Yeah, and people are wrong when they 
say gay marriage shouldn’t be allowed. They’re 
wrong. It’s not debatable. You look all throughout 
Europe, what they have is civil union. Anybody can 
have civil union it’s a contract between two people. If 
you want to get married you can go to a church, but 
the state does not accept a marriage, they accept civil 
unions. So when you get married you have to go to 
city hall and get a civil union. And that’s just how it 
should be. Not letting two people go into a legal con¬ 
tract with each other, that’s iVisanity. That was the 
case back in 76, in certain states you couldn’t get 
interracially married until ThurogoodMarshall, a black 
guy on the Supreme Court, was married to an Asian 
woman, and it was illegal. That’s when that got 
changed, because it actually came to the Supreme 
Court. What’s it going to take, a gay person on the 
Supreme Court? 

SKRATCH: I’m sure you saw Fahrenheit 9/11? 

FAT MIKE: Yeah. 

SKRATCH: What views of Michael Moore’s do you 
agree or disagree with? 

FAT MIKE: I agree with most everything he says. In 
his book some of the things, I think, are a little wacky. 
He goes a little overboard. 

SKRATCH: What do you think he went overboard on? 
FAT MIKE: In his book he said everyone should only 
hire minorities and black people, [laughs] 


SKRATCH: I felt in the film that a big focus was on the I 
whole conspiracy thing with Bush and the whole oil 
thing and money going back and forth. Is that how| 
you saw it as well? 

FAT MIKE: No. I think it all has to do with each other ! 
I think the Administration believes they’re doing the 
right thing. I don’t think they’re doing what they doing 
for profit, I think profit is the icing on the cake. I think 
they believe the best way to stop terrorism is to take 
over the world, but it’s not the right way to do it. From 
the very beginning, what no one seems to remember, 
and I don’t think he mentioned it in the movie, is that 
Osama bin Laden started attacking the U.S. when we 
left our troops in Saudi Arabia after Iraq attacked 
Kuwait. What he said is, “I don’t want your bases on 
my land. It’s our Holy Land and it’s American infidels 
all over our land. I’m going to fight you until you take 
your troops out of our country. To me, it sounds like 
an easy problem, easy solution. Take the troops out 
of Saudi Arabia. Put them somewhere where the 
people want us. How about Kuwait? There are solu¬ 
tions to problems. The solution is not, “Oh really, 
you’re threatening us. Well, we’re going to start a war 
with the Muslim world now." Which is what we effec¬ 
tively did. When the solution was moving our military 
base over to Kuwait. Maybe it will cost us a few hun¬ 
dred million dollars, but it’s probably a good idea in 
the long run. That’s how I see the world. I see solu-f 
tions everywhere. 

SKRATCH: Kerry says Bush really doesn’t think outl 
his plans. He has the beginning stage of the plan but | 
not the... 

FAT MIKE: Kerry’s foreign policy is not going to bel 
much better. I think the big difference is Kerry is not | 
going to start a war for no reason. 

SKRATCH: So you think Kerry’s a better candidate,! 
but not optimum? 

FAT MIKE: Of course not. You’re never going to get| 
most Americans to vote for someone who is great. [ 
That’s part of the chaos of having a democracy. You I 
spend five minutes with the average voter and they’re| 
not*real smart. They’re not going to vote for someone| 
who’s great. They’re going to vote for someone who’s] 
mediocre. Someone they can relate to. I think Clinton] 
was an amazing president, but his foreign policy| 
sucked also. He’s a really smart guy, probably the] 
smartest president of all time. But he still made a lot| 
of huge mistakes in foreign policy. 

SKRATCH: Until last night’s debate (on September] 
30th), do you think Kerry shot himself in the foot with| 
all his uncertainty? 

FAT MIKE: That’s all media spin. I think he said it bestl 
last night, when he said he’s been consistent on the] 
war issue but the media keeps twisting his words and| 
calling him a flip-flopper. Not only that, but I think he| 
made it really clear when he said some people are| 
certain and they don’t change their mind even when| 
they’re wrong. And when you flip-flop and change | 
your mind on an issue, it means you’ve thought it| 
through. It’s really funny how Americans would rather] 
have someone stay on the same course even though | 
they're driving us off a cliff. As long as it’s decisive, [ 
that’s what they want. You need to be decisive to runj 
a country or a business or anything else. But you| 
need to think it through first. I’ve been in plenty of I 
arguments with Republicans and they beat me in the] 
argument we’re talking about. I think it’s refreshing to| 
lose an argument and admit it. “You know what, I kind] 
of like your argument, I think I’m going to switch over] 
to your side.” That makes a better leader, in the long] 
run. No president has ever done that before, and l| 
think if someone did that, they would be someone| 
that everyone loves. You explain that this was the I 
approach I had first, then this happened, then this, so| 
I changed my mind. And everyone would say, ‘ Good [ 
Sounds like you made a good decision.” 

SKRATCH: With the commercials between Bush and| 
Kerry, the mudslinging, more Bush... 

FAT MIKE: 75% of Bush’s ads are mudslinging. | 
Kerry’s 20%, I think. 






SKRATCH: Do you see that as fair play for Bush to be 
doing that? 

FAT MIKE: Of course not, but it’s the only thing he can 
do. He can’t do commercials saying what a great job 
he’s done over the past four years. They would be 
laughable. He couldn’t fill a 30 second spot. That’s 
how Republicans win. That’s how good politicians 
and bad people win elections. 

SKRATCH: What’s your definition of a democrat? 
FAT MIKE: As regards to Republicans, Democrats 
care about people more. They’re the ones that want 
more social services, they want to raise taxes, they’re 
for the people and Republicans are for companies. 

SKRATCH: What is your definition of a Republican? 
FAT MIKE: They want smaller government. They 
want smaller sizes, they’re more isolationists and 
people should be left alone in this country. Only thing 
want to add to that before I forget, the tax issue, 
most people want their taxes lower. Of the 28 devel¬ 
oped countries in the world, we’re tied for 27th for 
having the lowest taxes. We do have low taxes. We 
have stupidly low taxes. It’s no coincidence that 
because your taxes are so low that we’re also the 
only country that doesn’t have insurance for the 
whole population. It’s all hand in hand. If everyone 
had to pay a few more percentage points in their 
taxes we could afford to insure everybody. What 
Republicans are saying is, “We don’t care about poor 
people. We care about our country, but we don’t care 
about poor people." 

SKRATCH: As far as Republicans are all about high 
income, you could easily put yourself in that bracket. 
FAT MIKE: Fuck yeah. 

SKRATCH: Why not Republican for you? 

FAT MIKE: Well, as I told you before I already spent 
150 grand of my own money, for this election. I’m very 
happy to pay more taxes. I have no problem with that 
especially if it’s going to help people. 

SKRATCH: And you think Kerry could make our world 
a little safer? 

FAT MIKE: Absolutely. He’s already said he wants to 
raise taxes to people that make over 200 thousand a 
year. I’m one of those and I’m very happy to pay more 
taxes. It’s how it should be. You live in a great coun¬ 
try you have to pay the price. And that’s taxes. You 
can’t have it both ways. The less taxes you pay, the 
less social programs there are, and the more danger¬ 
ous the country becomes and it turns into a South 
Africa where rich people have 12 foot walls with 
barbed wire and armed guards. And that’s not the 
country I want to live in. 

SKRATCH: Recently, Drew Barrymore has taken a 
stand on MTV, radio and on “Oprah Winfrey.” 

FAT MIKE: I was in her documentary. 

SKRATCH: Where was that aired? 

FAT MIKE: On MTV. 

SKRATCH: Drew Barrymore’s goal is to inspire the 
youth to vote. The 18-28 demographic from what I 
understand. She feels, basically, that the language 
the rhetoric of politicians is turning off this age demo¬ 
graphic to politics because, frankly, a lot of people in 
that age bracket don’t understand and they need it in 
layman’s terms... 

FAT MIKE: I think that politicians speak in layman’s 
terms. Bush fucking speaks like a third grader. Kids 
don’t care because they don’t see how it affects their 
lives. That’s why all these Rock the Vote and organi¬ 
zations that are non-partisan don’t do jack shit 
because they tell kids to be part of the solution and 
vote and have your voice be heard, but that’s why I 
didn’t vote until I was 33. 

SKRATCH: Bottom line, they need to tell people why 
they need to vote. 

FAT MIKE: That’s right. You can’t be a non-partisan 
organization and do that. We tell kids why they should 


vote. Abortion is probably going to be illegal in this 
country if George Bush wins. Because the Supreme 
Court is right on the edge of overturning Roe versus 
Wade. If you want abortion to stay safe and legal, 
you should probably vote for Kerry. Because he’s 
going to not put in a pro-life judge and between two 
and four justices are retiring over the next four years. 
So now is the most important time. I tell people things 
like that. You have not heard that on the news, and 
that affects everybody. 

SKRATCH: If Bush wins, how do you envision the 
next four years? 

FAT MIKE: More of the same. More war. More jobs 
going overseas. It’s less freedom, more Patriot Act. 
No abortion. This country’s going to turn into much 
more of a religious police state. More religion at 
school, more religion at work, more religion in govern¬ 
ment. Bush is trying to push forth legislation that 
gives mor§ government contracts to organizations 
that work with religious groups. It’s sad... 

SKRATCH: You think he’s used that as an advan¬ 
tage? 

FAT MIKE: He never would’ve won if he didn’t take a 
very religious right stance. The religious right tias 
never backed any major presidential contender. They 
used to back Pat Robertson, and very religious peo¬ 
ple. And George Bush was so far to the right reli¬ 
giously that he got the religious right’s vote and that’s 
what put him over the top. That, and cheating in 
Florida. 

SKRATCH: So your most important political issue is 
the war. Do you think we need to take the troops out? 
FAT MIKE: I don’t know. I’m not a fucking general. 
We’re in this huge fucking mess and there’s pretty 
much no way out of it. If you take the troops out, all 
you’re doing is screwing their country, but we already 
have. There’s no answer. What we’ve done is put our¬ 
selves in a situation such as the Israeli-Palestinian 
situation. There’s no answer over there. There’s no 
way to win. And we’ve just put ourselves in the same 
position. It’s worse than Vietnam, in the respect that 
there’s no exit strategy. 

SKRATCH: And you think Kerry can create an exit 
strategy? 

FAT MIKE: I don’t know. Who do you want? Do you 
want the driver that just drove you into a ditch to drive 
you out or do you want to get a new driver? 
Whatever it is, I think Kerry is going to make much 
better decisions. Does he have a solution? I don’t 
know. Why go with the guy that just fucked you? 
Because he has more experience driving the fucking 
boat? George Bush drove a bus into a ditch and all 
these people want him to drive it out because he was 
the guy that drove it into the ditch. I say let’s go get a 
new driver that’s not drunk. 

SKRATCH: What are the top five things you look for 
when making your voting decisions? 

FAT MIKE: I started voting when Bush joined the race 
and he beat McCain. And I saw his record as a gov¬ 
ernor I just said I’m going to vote against this guy 
because he’s a sociopath. He executed more people 
in Texas than every other state combined. Out of 151 
executed on his desk, he executed every one. 
Anyone who put 150 people to death without consid¬ 
ering any of it, that’s a socio-path right there. He 
does not care about those people. I can’t give you five 
things. I started voting because I was so scared of 
George Bush and I still am. I think people should gen¬ 
erally go with the smartest most decent man for pres¬ 
ident. I don’t think you should really look at all the 
issues they stand for; I think you should look for 
someone who ‘s smart, decent and caring person. 

SKRATCH: Kerry is caring? 

FAT MIKE: Absolutely. That’s what the Republicans 
kill him on, being a flip-flopper. First he goes to 
Vietnam, and then he comes back and talks against 
the war. He came back and decided it’s a bad war. 
He changed his mind. 


SKRATCH: That’s an example of him caring, in your| 
eyes? 

FAT MIKE: Absolutely. 

SKRATCH: During the debates on September 30th,I 
one of the things that Bush said, and I quote, “If 
American shows uncertainty or weakness the world 
will drift to tragedy in the next decade.” What do you| 
think about that? 

FAT MIKE: I don’t think we should show weakness,I 
being the most powerful country in the world. I think 
George Bush is weakness. He shows our country as 
being run by complete morons. We’re a joke in the 
world. Everyone thinks our democracy is a joke, 
because he stole the election, and they think our 
leaders is a joke because he went to war based on| 
false pretenses and lies. He has weakened this coun¬ 
try more than Kerry ever could. And all that shit went I 
down in Abu Ghraib prison. Now, we’re not even a 
moral country. Now, we’re just as bad as Saddam 
Hussein was. Now we torture people and kill people. 
That was the most upsetting thing I think I’ve ever 
read. They had a general in Abu Ghraib prison, a 
high-ranking general, and they put him head first in a 
sleeping bag and sat on him until he dead. They did¬ 
n’t ask him questions; they just tortured him to death. 
And that’s our country doing that. There were 36 peo¬ 
ple killed at Abu Ghraib prison ruled homicide, and 
fucks like Dennis Miller go on TV and go “What? 
They’re just having fun, it’s like fraternity jokes.” Oh 
really, what about the 36 people that were killed? 
That’s just the ones that ruled homicide. I don’t’ even] 
know how many 100s more were ruled accidental. 

SKRATCH: Regarding the debate, another thing I 
Bush said was that he was “showing American peo¬ 
ple the he knows how to lead.” What’s your take on| 
that? 

FAT MIKE: He’s leading the country just fine. Hel 
seemed to get a lot of people behind him and he's 
leading us into a pit. He is leading us, but he’s not 
leading us in a good direction. I don’t know what he 
wants, some kind of brownie button. “Look, people| 
follow me.” 

SKRATCH: If Kerry wins how do you see the next four| 
years? 

FAT MIKE: The thing that Kerry can do, which I thinkl 
is of the up most importance, is to get the respect and| 
dignity back to this country, in the worldview. Like l| 
was saying before, the world dislikes Americans, but! 
they really hate the president. If we vote Bush ini 
office again, then they blame us. He didn’t even win| 
by majority vote. They realize that most Americans] 
didn’t want him in office, but if he wins again, they| 
blame us. 

SKRATCH: Do you feel like the poll numbers, the sta-| 
tistics... 

FAT MIKE: They’re wrong. They’re misleading. They| 
don’t ask registered voters. They ask likely voters,! 
which are people that previously voted in elections.! 
The black vote and the youth vote are going to be] 
much bigger in this election. Not only that, the expa-[ 
triate vote, the people who live outside the U.S., 
those people are voting democrat because they get| 
the real news out there. 

SKRATCH: With punkvoter.com, is it a way to edu-| 
cate or a way to inspire? 

FAT MIKE: It’s both. That’s our two goals, to educate| 
and inspire. 

SKRATCH: What literature or forms of media do you I 
recommend for 20 years olds that are unknowledge-[ 
able about the current candidates... 

FAT MIKE: Go see Fahrenheit 9/11, if that doesn’t] 
change your mind, nothing will. It’s simple. It’s 90 min-| 
utes of your life and it’s incredible. It’s a great movie. [ 
It just shows so much... Don’t watch Fox News orj 
MSNBC or CNN, they’re all full of shit. 

SKRATCH: Going back to the debate, Kerry says that] 
the big thing to him is to build a summit of allies. We| 
need more people on our side and he was pinpoint-! 










ing that Bush didn’t really make a big effort to do so. 
Do you feel Kerry can build a true alliance? 

FAT MIKE: Of course. Kerry is a diplomat. He knows 
how to talk to people. The first thing Bush did when 
he was in office is not sign the Kyoto treaty. And how 
he did was very showing in what kind of president he 
was going to be. When he told the entire European 
community that he will listen to their arguments on 
global warming but he’s not going to change my 
mind. Now just saying that, all he had to say was, I’ll 
listen to your arguments and I’ll make a decision after 
I hear. But no, he had to say, and I’m not changing my 
mind. All he’s saying is that he doesn’t care what the 
fuck you people say. And that’s the kind of politician 
he ended up being. Someone who doesn’t give a fuck 
what anybody else says. 

SKRATCH: He prides himself on how firm he is. 

FAT MIKE: Yeah, but he doesn’t take anybody’s opin¬ 
ion into consideration. He flips a coin. 

SKRATCH: And you think Bush makes a lot of deci¬ 
sions on his own or he’s a puppet? 

FAT MIKE: He probably listens to his staff, but like I 
said, they’re all neo-conservatives, they’re fucks. 

SKRATCH: Another thing Kerry said regarding going 
to war, he said Bush made a colossal error in judg¬ 
ment going to war. Do you agree with that or do you 
think Bush did have to go to war? 

FAT MIKE: One guy in CIA, the head of the CIA. 
comes in and said it’s going to be a cakewalk. Let’s 
take over Iraq it’ll be great. Because Bush wanted to 
be a wartime president anyway. So he can get re¬ 
elected because his approval numbers were so far 
down before 9/11. There were no weapons there, no 
threat, not one reason to go to Iraq. As Kerry said, 
there were 40 other countries that have weapons of 
mass destructions. It’s a huge error of judgment. It 
was all based on lies. So yeah, its so obvious how 
bad Iraq was an idea, it’s freaking horrible. 


SKRATCH: Bush did say he went to the untied 
nations to get allies, he mentioned Poland, Great 
Britain. 

FAT MIKE: Well, Kerry made a point too. 90 percent 
of the troops are ours and 90 percent of financial is 
ours. [Bush] listed 40 countries in the coalition. He’s 
enlisting countries that don’t even have armies in the 
coalition. 

SKRATCH: He’s just reaching... 

FAT MIKE: Sure. I saw a Web site that listed all the 
countries, and more than half of them don’t even 
have armies. They’re island chains. Burundi is an ally. 
Great. We have Burundi’s now. 

SKRATCH: One of the flaws Kerry was stating about 
Bush was what you were saying - not acknowledging 
North Korea and others who have nuclear weapons 
that we haven’t done anything to. 

FAT MIKE: Not only that, but what he said is more 
clear. We had a treaty with them, we had weapon 
inspectors there and they had nothing. It was when 
Bush pulled out and said fuck you, that’s when they 
built their bombs they have now. We had a treaty with 
them. He pulled out of the treaty. 

SKRATCH: Why do you think he did that? 

FAT MIKE: I don’t know [laughs]. I can’ talk about this 
too much anymore. 

SKRATCH: Are you getting upset? 

FAT MIKE: Not upset, it’s just that these things all 
seem pretty obvious. What it basically comes down to 
is that Republicans are trying to get voters to think 
Kerry’s such a bad man and he’s going o make this 
country unsafe. And that argument doesn’t hold 
water. It doesn’t make any sense. Kerry is an adult 
and Bush is a teenager. I don’t see how anyone can 
actually like George Bush more than Kerry. 

SKRATCH: Now, as far as things we should plug, 
obviously punkvoter. com, the Rock Against Bush 


tour... 

FAT MIKE: I think you should push the “Rock Against I 
Bush Comp, vol. 2.” If you watch the DVD on that,| 
you’re going to learn a bunch of cool shit. 

SKRATCH: And people can buy this at stores nation| 
wide and get it off your Web site? 

FAT MIKE: For $7, there’s a Will Ferrell piece on| 
there that’s pretty funny too. 

SKRATCH: What would be the one band were you| 
most excited on being a part of it. 

FAT MIKE: Oh shit, I don’t know. I think Green Day! 
gave us a pretty great song. I was excited about! 
Good Charlotte and they fucking backed out of it.[ 
They’ve been backing this anti-bush movement for a I 
while. And they were going to be one of the main| 
bands on the comp and they bailed out of it. 

SKRATCH: Do you know why the bailed out? 

FAT MIKE: No. 

SKRATCH: What other things do you want to throw at| 
me that we should add to this? 

FAT MIKE: Nothing. I’d love to fucking leave, [laughs] | 

SKRATCH: Sorry to keep you for so long. 

FAT MIKE: This was a long interview. 

SKRATCH: I know it is. Got a lot of good info from| 
you. And you had a lot to say so I kept it running. 

FAT MIKE: I know sometimes at the beginning you| 
give me one little hassle question and I go for it. 

SKRATCH: It’s good to see you have passion. 

FAT MIKE: Thanks. 


Fat Mike has much more to say tha 
this! So, read the remainder of the 
interview @ skratchmagazine.com 
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Interview w Ben Perri, Autumn for Ashes 

(political views from the undergound) 
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■ Interview w/ Ben Perri, Autumn for Ashes 
[illustration by Chris Patora 

[SKRATCH: When did you decide to become a 
[Democrat, and what inspired you? 

|BEN: When I was younger, my mother had always 
[been a strong supporter of any Democratic candi¬ 
date who was out there, and she instilled 
[Democratic values in me. As I got older and more 
[into politics around the time I was able to think 
[about voting, I did my own research and found that 
[what the Dems believe in is what I, too, believe in. 

[SKRATCH: Have you ever voted Republican? 

|BEN: I have never voted Republican, but I can 
[honestly say that if there was a candidate that 
[stood for what I stand for and had the country's 
[best interests in mind, I would not be above voting 
[for that person. I am registered as a Dem because 
[that is who I am. I can vote in the primaries, but I 
[am not at all obligated to that party. 

[SKRATCH: I understand you are one to follow the 
[politics every day via television and the newspa- 
[per. What have learned from your research? 

| BEN: That no matter what, mudslinging will always 
[be the integral part of any campaign. No matter 
Iwhat the candidates say, they will always go below 
I the belt and try to take pot shots at one another, 
[regardless of education or strength on issues. I see 
lit happening with Bush more than Kerry. He is 

■ stooping down to a level reserved for high-school 

■ president races. He is taking every last detail of 
Iwhat Kerry says and making his own twist on the 

■ subject, usually debasing anything valid Kerry has 
[to say. For the most part, Kerry is not retaliating, 
[just trying to clarify the words of Bush about him- 
Iself. The problem we have with TV is that most sta¬ 
tions have a set side they are going to harp on. 
[Cable news channels tfend to be more pro-Bush. I 
[don't think Chris Matthews can be any more one-fc 
[sided. Of course they report on the other side, buty 
| it is usually the news that is unfit to print. Of course, jj 
[you have the pro-Kerry ones, too. All in all, you just^ 
[have to make your own educated decision about! 
Ithe candidates and how you feel they each will* 
[help you in the future. 

[SKRATCH: What has made the most impact on^ 
lyou regarding President Bush's decisions while inj 
| office? 


BEN: Bush has made many decisions 
during his tenure that have affected all 
of us. The one that I think has the 
most impact is his [...] foreign policy. 
We will never know [ the truth about] 
9/11, but it seems he has taken us to 
war for all the wrong reasons and 
endangered not only our lives but 
thousands of troops who he has sent 
to a strange land to rectify a govern¬ 
ment that doesn't respect democracy. 
I think he has opened our country up 
for many more attacks and has done 
nothing on the home front to change 
this or make us feel more protected. 
Yes, we have the terror levels, but we 
have been at "elevated" since 9/11. 
How can we ever be warned when the 
imminent threat of violence is 
ALWAYS there? 


SKRATCH: Did you see the movie 
FAHRENHEIT 9/11? What views 
of Michael Moore do you 
agree/disagree with? 

BEN: Yes, I have seen Mr. 
Moore's movie a few times. I agree with all his 
views. He may go overboard with almost all 
his points, but the basis of what he says com¬ 
pletely is valid. The one scene that really 
shocked me most was [Bush's] state of mind 
right after he was informed of the attacks on 
9/11. You would think he would get up quickly 
but with respect and say he has to do his job. 
Those first few minutes were vital, in my mind. 

Also, how can you justify escorting all the Bin 
Laden family members out of the country 
when no planes were allowed to fly in the 
days following the attack? There are a few 
judgment calls that Mr. Moore brings attention 
to that make me question the overall ability of 
President Bush to hold office 

SKRATCH: What makes Kerry your future 
president of choice? Has Kerry shot himself in 
the foot with his indecisiveness debates and 
public speaking? 

BEN: Mr. Kerry, right off the bat, made a great 
choice of John Edwards as his running mate. 

He is a great man who could run this country 
himself someday. But as for Kerry, he has 
done a magnificent job in the Senate for all 
these years and has been a leader in the 
party for just as long. He is an incredibly smart 
gentleman and has the ability to become a 
great speaker for bur country, even though he 
is not quite there yet. As of late he has been 
said to be on a "see-saw" with a lot of issues, 
but I think what he is doing is taking a look at 
both sides of the equation to see what why 
and how we went wrong or right in all of those 
situations. This is being looked at by the 
Republicans as indecisiveness and not 
choosing a side on the issues. I think he has his 
side chosen, but he weighs all sides before going 


into action. 

SKRATCH: There has been constant blatant,! 
immature name-calling between the two candi¬ 
dates? Is this fair play? Are the true views being| 
overridden by unimportant mud-slinging? 

BEN: I touched on this in a previous answer. It isl 
totally taking a turn for the worse. I just hope the 
debates change this and bring the issues back intoj 
the forefront. 

SKRATCH: What is your definition of a Democrat?! 
BEN: A Democrat is one who is holds the tradition¬ 
al values of the people [...]. They hold what all of 
the country's people value and take that to mind.I 
They are very open to all sides of an issue and 
seem to be very open-minded to things out of the| 
norm. 

SKRATCH: What is your definition of a| 
Republican? 

BEN: A Republican is someone who has strict val-l 
ues and is not willing to [change] his/her opinion on I 
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a subject. They have a uniformity about them, and| 
all have the same value system. They tend to fol-1 
low the Bible and what it stands for and are not| 
open to another point of view. 

SKRATCH: Recently, Drew Barrymore has taken a| 
stand on MTV to inspire our youth to vote. She I 
feels it is the language/verbiage of politicians that! 
is turning off this demographic to politics. Do you| 
agree with this? 

BEN: I think that could be one thing that is turning[ 
the youth off, but I also think she is not giving ourl 
educational system enough [blame]. There is a I 
reason you have to be 18 to vote. At that point in| 











Itime, everyone (or most people) should be able to 
Igrasp the English language and the words that are 
[being used. If not, we know that all kids use the 
[internet, and if they have a question about a cer¬ 
tain word or political phrase, they can look it at the 
I touch of a button. That is a cop-out for our youth in 
|my opinion. They are just not getting the informa¬ 
tion they need or deserve. 

[SKRATCH: If Bush wins, how do you envision the 
| next four years? 

|BEN: If President Bush does get re-elected, I don't 
[envision much change over the next four years. 
| We will still be fighting a no-win war in Iraq, educa¬ 
tion will still be terrible, and the economy will con¬ 
tinue to be in a state of disarray ([e.g., Bush] turned 
[record surpluses into a record deficit). The unem¬ 
ployment rate has [risen] a large amount in the last 
■four years, despite Bush and his camp saying that 
[they have created more jobs. ([There have been, 
Ifor example,] 1.8 million lost private-sector jobs.) If 
Ihe has not gotten any change in the first four 
[years, then what makes you think that anything will 
|change in another four? 

[SKRATCH: Do you feel Punkvoter and other tours 
[currently on the road attempting to build aware- 
[ness and promote voting make a difference? 

|BEN: I totally think that these are a big help. The 
| kids who listen to this kind of music are very active 
| in politics and in [favor of] social change in our 
|nation. If they see their favorite bands promoting 
|ANY candidate, it will help them to get educated 
| about that person and make a good decision come 
[election day. 

|SKRATCH: What are your most important political 
| issues? 

| BEN: First and foremost, being from NYC, I would 
[have to say national security. Under Bush we have 
1 "shattered alliances, alienated close allies, and 
[made us less safe. America and American troops 


paying most costs of Iraq war." This right there 
shows me that we need someone to take OUR 
best interests in mind first. I also feel that health¬ 
care is a big issue that needs addressing. Bush 
has taken this lightly and cost American people mil¬ 
lions in hospital bills that they did not have to 
spend. And third, education of our youth is a big 
issue that needs to be addressed. The children are 
our future and need to be properly and thoroughly 
educated. Bush has passed laws that would rob a 
record number of students the right to financial aid 
to help pay for college. This has to be undone. 
Everyone should have the chance to get a decent 
education. 

SKRATCH: What are the top five things you look 
for in aiding your voting decisions? 

BEN: I think in the previous questions this was 
addressed regarding issues. Otherwise, the coun¬ 
try needs someone who has a strong record in 
serving our country in whatever way they could. A 
candidate must be a good speaker and be able to 
address the nation in its times of need. They must 
be well educated not only on issues, but on the 
general sense of the word, as well. And last, the 
person has to be able to lead us into any situation 
and be confident that it is the right choice and what 
his people want. 

SKRATCH: President Clinton is sometimes praised 
in being one of the better leaders of the last two 
decades. Tell me your thoughts on this. 

BEN: Despite all of his private slip-ups (which I am 
sure all presidents have ha), Clinton was an excel¬ 
lent leader. The nation was in such a good state 
[during] and directly after his tenure. He spoke to 
us with ease and confidence and made viable deci¬ 
sions based on the facts and what his people were 
feeling. Of course, like all people, he had his down¬ 
side, but it never had an effect on his duty to our 
country and its people. 


SKRATCH: If Bush wins, how do you envision the| 
next four years? 

BEN: I touched on that before: I don't see much a| 
change in our nation's welfare. 

SKRATCH: If Kerry wins, how do you envision the| 
next four years? 

BEN: That is tough to say, seeing as we have no| 
reference [point]. I feel he is the better candidate,] 
but I also feel he is the lesser of two evils. His| 
vision for our country is exciting, but who knows if I 
he can make it a reality? I would have liked to have! 
seen Gen. Wesley Clark in this spot, but he was| 
not ready for it yet. Give him four years (if Bush| 
wins re-election), and he will be ready to take on| 
anything in his path. 

SKRATCH: What literature or forms of media do| 
you recommend one to research before voting this! 
November 2nd? 

BEN: The Internet is the best and easiest way to| 
learn about each candidate. Johnkerry.com and| 
Georgewbush.com are two great sights that [list]! 
the ideas of each in detail. THE NEW YORK] 
TIMES is the best newspaper out there, and they] 
really do try and see both sides. Also,! 
punkvoter.com is a good source of information fori 
the views of our peers and a good place to register| 
to vote. 

SKRATCH: Why should one become a Democrat?| 
BEN: I am not one to force a party down anyone's] 
throat. I am a Democrat and love the party and] 
what it stands for, but I made an informed decision.] 
Go to each party's Website or read about each] 
side and see who fits your state of mind and what] 
you feel is right and how you see our country being] 
led—then make your choice based on that. In gen-| 
eral, if you tend to lean to the more liberal and] 
open-minded side of things, go Dem; if not, then l| 
can't help you! 
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Interview w/Joe Young (guitarist) 

(political views from the undergound) 


nk it was necessary to send so 
any troops overseas? What do you 
nk the future of war holds with 
ish as president or Kerry as presi- 
nt? 

)E: I think the War in Iraq was long 
erdue. I would envision Kerry as 
ing a lapdog for European inter- 
ts when it comes time to go to war. 

(RATCH: What do you think of the 
aft that is supposed to come into 
ect in 2006? 

)E: The only person I know of sup¬ 
ping a draft is old Charlie Rangle, 
a Democrat from New York—and it 
as for political purposes. I do 
>t think Bush has any plan to 
ing back the draft. Our mili- 
7 is a little bit "high-tech" for 
a riff-raff that might be called 
i during a draft. In my 
lunger days, I was part of that 
-raff, so I should know. 


SKRATCH: President Clinton is sometimes praised ini 
being one of the better leaders of the last two decades. Tell| 
me your thoughts on this. 

JOE: I thought President Clinton did a good job on NAFTA I 
and GATT and on welfare reform. But other than that, he I 
was a joke and made Southerners look bad in general. [ 
[He's] real dumb "bubba," if you ask me. And his taste in | 
women to fool around in was BAD, to say the least. 

SKRATCH: If Bush wins, how do you envision the next four| 
years? " 

JOE: The Islamist terrorists will know we mean business | 
and will mind their Ps and Qs for the next four years. 

SKRATCH: If Kerry wins, how do you envision the next four | 
years? 


“Can I 
trust the 
guyP 2. 
Will he 


fight for 
America 
a ” 


(illustration by Chris Patora 
(Photo by Greg Floyd 

I SKRATCH: When did you decide to become a Republican, 
land what inspired you? 

■JOE: I am a registered Libertarian and have twice ran for 
I office as an LP member. I missed being elected to the 
I Lenoir (NC) city council by 15 votes in 2001. But I will be 
I voting for President Bush in this election. It will break a 
I streak of voting for the LP candidate for president that goes 
I all the way back to 1980 for me. 

I SKRATCH: Have you ever voted Democrat? 

I JOE: I have voted for a few Dems, but only for city, county, 
land in one case state (NC) office; but never for the top of 
| the ticket. 

SKRATCH: Being an active Republican, do you fee that the 
"right to bear arms" should still be considered a constitution¬ 
al right? If so, why? 

JOE: I think the Founding Fathers were very clear in their 
writings that the right to keep and bear arms was an individ¬ 
ual right, and not a collective right, as some on the left might 
suggest. 

SKRATCH: What has made the most impact on you 
regarding President Bush's decisions while in office? 

JOE: I agree with his stance on the war. 

I SKRATCH: Are there any issues while George Bush has 
I been in office that you disagree with or would change? 

I JOE: I do not agree with all his fiscal policies. 

(SKRATCH: Did you see the movie FAHRENHEIT 9/11? 
I What views of Michael Moore do you agree/disagree with? 
I Do you think that this movie was just liberal propaganda to 
Itry to influence young minds and others to lean more 
I towards Democratic views? 

I JOE: The only Moore flick that I have ever seen was 
I MICHAEL AND ME, the first one he did about the auto plant 
I in Flint. I thought it was a load of union bullshit. Thanks to 

■ those unions, not only did Mexico get some auto plants, but 
I we now have auto plants right here in the Carolinas. I have 
I no respect for the U.A.W. or ANY of the major auto onions. 

■ SKRATCH: What makes Bush your future president of 
I choice? Has Kerry shot himself in the foot with his indeci- 
I siveness debates and public speaking? 

■JOE: I like—no, make that: I LOVE—his cowboy attitude. 
(Shoot first and ask questions later. 

■ SKRATCH: What is your stance on the war in Iraq? Do you 


SKRATCH: Bush is sometimes not as eloquent as he 
could be when it comes to public speaking and 
speaking to the American public. Do you think that 
this damages his credibility to be a competent leader? 

JOE: NO! I think most Americans identify with some¬ 
body that "measures" their words before they speak. 

He never comes off like a slick used-car salesman— 
which is how I think both Kerry and Edwards are 
thought of by most of the public. 

SKRATCH: There has been constant blatant, imma¬ 
ture name-calling between the two candidates? Is this 
fair play? Are the true views being overridden by 
unimportant mud-slinging? 

JOE: I have not noticed name-calling by anyone other 
than the 527 groups like the ones that George Soros 
funds. 

SKRATCH: What is your definition of a Democrat? 

JOE: Somebody who favors liberalism or socialism as 
a means to solve problems. 

SKRATCH: What is your definition of a Republican? 

JOE: A fiscal conservative who believes in smaller 
government. Washington, D.C. does not have very 
many of that type Republican. But my vote is based 
on the war and what has happened to America since 
Sept. 11,2001! 

SKRATCH: Recently, Drew Barrymore has taken a 
stand on MTV to inspire our youth to vote. She feels 
it is the language/verbiage of politicians that is turning 
off this demographic to politics. Do you agree with 
this? 

JOE: I am not a Drew Barrymore fan, and I can not 
remember the last time my remote stopped on MTV. [MTV] 
is the worst thing that ever happened to the music busi¬ 
ness. 

SKRATCH: Do you feel Punkvoter and other tours current¬ 
ly on the road attempting to build awareness and promote 
voting make a difference? 

JOE: I have never seen the Punkvoter site, and I have no 
CDs by their bands (which I understand to be Nofx and Bad 
Religion). 

SKRATCH: What are your most important political issues? 
JOE: National defense. 

SKRATCH: What are the top five things you look for in aid¬ 
ing your voting decisions? 

JOE: 1. Can I trust the guy? 2. Will he fight for America? 3. 
Does he believe in GOD? 4. Can he stand the pressure of 
the job? 5. Does he have big balls? 


JOE: The Islamist terrorists will view that as a sign of weak¬ 
ness and hit us hard. 

SKRATCH: What literature or forms of media do you rec-| 
ommend one to research before voting this November | 
2 nd? 

JOE: Read more Ayn Rand and stay away from the three| 
major networks. 

SKRATCH: Why should one become a Republican? 

JOE: You don't have to BECOME a Republican. My mom| 
is a life-long Democrat, but she is eager to vote for George! 
W. Bush on Nov 2nd! Register however you wish, but vote! 
your conscience when you get in the booth. On Nov. 2nd, I 
my conscience will be saying: "What would Johnny| 
Ramone do?" 

























I Noodle Muffin Interview 
■ By Dug 
1 -atic 


I Illustration by Chris Patora 


■ Desperate times require desperate measures. With the 
I country sinking into an unimaginable abyss of debt; the 
I sea, sky, and forest dying at an unprecedented rate; and 
la leader bent on plunging the world into Armageddon, 
Ithe members of seminal L.A. comic-punk band Noodle 
I Muffin have taken off the gloves. The band's newest 
I release, a 32-track masterpiece called REGIME 
I CHANGE, is a bold challenge to our current neo-fascist 
I regime. All proceeds from the album, T-shirts, and any¬ 
thing else the band sells will go to Democratic charities; 

■ but basically, the album is free to download, copy, and 
| distribute from . 


ISKRATCH: How many musicians participated in the 
1 REGIME CHANGE album? 

IDJG2S: The enemy combatants of REGIME CHANGE 
I are SoCal-based Noodle Muffin regulars Dan Sias 
l(a.k.a. Major Noize), DJ Brontosaurus(DJB), and DJ 
|G2S, plus foreign fighter Al Tokaji from Australia. Track 

■ 13, "It's Time", features MC Villain of the Netherlands, 
Iso this is truly an international coalition of the willing. 

■ MAJOR NOIZE: Let's not forget our guest vocalist, Mr. 

■ Weapons of Mass Deception himself, George W. Bush. 


(political views from the undergound) 


SKRATCH: Do you 
really think that Al 
Gore would have 
done a better job than 
Bush? 

DJG2S: O.J. would 
have done a better job 
than Bush. [There's] 
no doubt in my mind 
that Gore would have 
taken the right actions 
in response to 9/11. 
Don't mistake us for 
liberal pussies who 
stick daisies in rifles:. I 
was all for going into 
Afghanistan, destroy¬ 
ing the Taliban (who 
Reagan and Bush I 
created), and tracking 
down al-Queda until 
someone was brought 
to justice for the 2001 
atrocity. 


SKRATCH: Since Iraq 
was partially responsi¬ 
ble for the 9/11 catas¬ 
trophe, didn't we have to attack the Iraqis to preserve 
freedom? 

DJG2S: Now, you want me to bitch slap you, don't you? 
Are you a Bush operative? Okay, okay. While Dick 
Cheney continues to assert that Iraq and al-Queda are 
one and the same, the 9/11 commission and earlier 
intelligence immediately after 9/11 concluded Iraq was 
not responsible for the twin-tower attacks. 

MAJOR NOIZE: Isn't it amazing that some Americans 
still believe that shit? Bush and his pals are the masters 
of Hitler's favorite trick: the Big Lie. Their technique is to 
tell a lie so many times that eventually people believe it. 
They did it with WMDs, they did it with the Patriot Act, 
and, of course, they did it with Iraq and 9/11. 


■ Being a very suspicious and paranoid child of the '60s, I 
■found it hard to believe these supposedly benevolent 

■ Mother Theresa's of the music world were not some 

■ type of GOP secret weapon. I asked some hard ques¬ 
tions in a recent interview with three members of the 

■ band and came away convinced that the freedom our 
I forefathers envisioned still beats in the hearts and souls 
I of these musicians. 


SKRATCH: Your song "Message to the Iraqis" is freakin' 


ISKRATCH: Doesn't George W. Bush have the best 
(interests of our country at heart? 

■ DJG2S: Maybe and Hitler may have had the best 
I interests of white people at heart, and Osama Bin Laden 
I probably has the best interests of "true" Muslims at 

■ heart. But really, that doesn't make a fucking bit of differ¬ 
ence. Evil is evil. If you are deranged, misguided, selfish 
lor simply stupid, your "good" intentions can still kill mil- 
Ilions and must be stopped. 


SKRATCH: Are you secretly funded by the Kerry cam-| 
paign? 

DJG2S: No, but if Theresa wants to cut us a nice, fatl 
check, we'll take it. This CD was done on a minimal! 
budget of a couple of sold instruments. We are not sell-T 
ing the CD for profit, [but for] donations only. In fact, we I 
are encouraging Democratic and anti-Bush groups to I 
download the CD, print up copies, and sell them to raise! 
money for the cause. We sell T-shirts from our Website,! 
, and we will donate all proceeds we get to an action | 
group like Move-On 


SKRATCH: Do you ever lay awake nights and listen for| 
that FBI knock on the door? 

MAJOR NOIZE: If we didn't get an FBI file after our col-| 
lege release as the band Bobdole, we'll certainly have! 
one after this! No, I'd like to think that, despite Bush's! 
best efforts, freedom of speech still exists in America. An I 
artist shouldn't have to be afraid in the "Land of the! 
Free." In fact, I used my real name on this CD to prove! 
that very point. So, if you read that Dan Sias disap-[ 
peared or met an untimely end, you'll know I was wrong. 


SKRATCH: On the song "Who R Yr Friends?", you 
seem to associate Bush with a lot of very bad dictators 
and mass murderers. Isn't is okay to give money and 
weapons to your enemy's enemies? 

DJB: Oh, such as that network of friendly militias we put 
together in the '80s to combat communism? That's why 
we propped up Suharto, Pinochet, Noriega, 
Duvalier. and dare I mention Saddam? Maybe before 
doing that again, someone should crack open a history 
book. The Romans created this model of local militias to 
support the cycling of core Roman troops in and out of 
the outlying regions of the empire. In the end, these mili¬ 
tias were instrumental in the dismantling of the empire 
and would usually fall under control of the local warlords 
as they rose up against the Roman occupiers. Of 
course, they were quite effective , since they had been 
armed and trained by the Romans themselves. Learn 
from history. 


SKRATCH: Should young people vote for Nader? 
MAJOR NOIZE: No! No! No! No! As much as I person-1 
ally agree with Nader's politics, this election is too criti-f 
cal to waste a vote on a candidate who cannot win. Bel 
realistic. Don't forget, the Republicans were the ones! 
successfully getting Nader on the ballot in certain states, f 
There is no end to their dirty tricks. They want good, ide-[ 
alistic people to waste their vote on Nader, because! 
they know a vote for Nader is a vote for Bush! 


SKRATCH. Do people have a social responsibility to| 
take part in this election? 

DJG2S: Yes. If the nation stands by and lets the Bush| 
regime implement their conservative agenda, then they! 
are no different than the Vichy government of France! 
that accepted Nazi rule. Okay, this is an exaggeration,! 
but really, with the global threats we're facing—like ter-1 
rorism and climate change—we really need to work with! 
the rest of the world. Bush shits on the faces of any! 
nation not agreeing with him, and this is potentially cat-1 
astrophic for mankind. We have a responsibility to vote! 
for someone who is responsible to our nation and to the | 
world. 


SKRATCH: Name one good thing John Kerry has said| 
or done. 

DJB: He gave CPR to a fucking hamster, and it worked. I 
What else do you want?! Just from his time in the sen-1 
ate, he increased funding for the Small Business! 
Administration, Microloan Technical Assistance, and put| 
a moratorium on Star Wars testing in '85. Pick one. 


SKRATCH: Name one bad thing George W. Bush has| 
said or done. 

DJB: What, [like] cutting pay for soldiers in Iraq? leaking! 
the name of a CIA operative as payback? lying about! 
the air quality of Ground Zero? lying to the U.N.? Pick! 
your favorite. Those are just the warm-ups. I'm not even] 
getting into the economic and foreign-policy blunders 


brilliant. What kind of a message do you really think we| 
are sending? 

MAJOR NOIZE: Thanks! I wrote that to show what it! 
would sound like if Bush came clean about what he is I 
doing in Iraq. He doesn't give a shit about the Iraqi peo-[ 
pie; it is all about getting the oil and getting a strategic! 
foothold in the Middle East. He and his neo-conserva-l 
tive buddies have been planning this war for over 10| 
years. The real message Bush is sending the Iraqis isl 
"You will experience 'freedom,' even if it kills you—so| 
bend over and take it, or else!" 













I SKRATCH: Do you really want to be 
remembered as unpatriotic? 

DJG2S: My pimp hand's getting ready for 
some action again. Are you sure you're 
not a Bush operative? Listen, Bush told 
the U.N., "Either you are with us, or you 
are with the terrorists." But that's not how 
the world works. There is grey. 

SKRATCH: I understand that there are a 
lot of people who don't seem to like this 
president. Where I live, the vast majority 
I of shiny, happy people think he is doing a 
great job. Do you live in an area where 


“Ifhe 
does win, 
it will truly 
mean the 


end of 
Omened 
as we 
knowit" 


I you are in the minority with your liberal 
■views? 

1 MAJOR NOIZE: I live in West L.A., so I 
lam safely in Kerry country. I did recently 
I visit the LA. suburbs (San Gabriel Valley) 
lin my car (which is decorated with sever- 
lal Bush-bashing bumper stickers). Some 

■ asshole was kind enough to write "Bush 
]'04 M on the side of my car. I guess it could 
(have been worse: if I had been in Texas, 
I they probably would have torched it. 

ISKRATCH: So you drive a Hummer? 
IDJG2S: Burn in hell, infidel! Now you bait 
I us. 

IDJB: I received one as a gift, and it was- 
In't at all what I'd expected. Oh, you mean 
Ithe vehicle! I once towed an H2 (a.k.a. 
■The GayToaster) out of the mud with the 
Iwench on my biodiesel International 
| Harvester. Does that count? 

■ SKRATCH: What’s the difference 
I between drilling in ANWAR and pushiog 
Ifor alternative fuels? 

IMAJOR NOIZE: Hmmm, let's see. .. 

■ What is the difference between shitting in 
I your pants and using a toilet? It will be a 
I crime if Bush lets his buddies destroy 

■ ANWAR. 

■SKRATCH: Did you know that John 
I Ashcroft reads SKRATCH MAGAZINE? 
IDJG2S: Well, he has good taste. 


However, you can change our address to| 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

DJB: Whoa, whoa, whoa. Back up. He| 
reads? 

MAJOR NOIZE: I knew it. Someone that! 
uptight is certainly hiding something. I bet! 
he's a closet punk with a pierced dick! 
Wasn't the original recording of "Let the| 
Eagles Fly" produced by Glenn Danzig? 

SKRATCH: Would you support a con-| 
gressional initiative to ban the Islamic! 
faith in America, or are you soft on terror-1 
ists? 

DJG2S: My pimp| 
hand's quivering, you| 
Bush-bitch! 

DJB: Bhwah! The| 
question's about asl 
unloaded as, "So,I 
when did you stop! 
beating your wife?"[ 
But I'll bite. The! 
moment you get our I 
government involved! 
with prohibiting or! 
promoting faith,! 
you're eroding the! 
separation of church! 
and state and are a I 
few steps closer to! 
living in a theocracy. [ 
And don't you think! 
that's what terrorists! 
operate best under?! 
Moderate Muslims! 
will tell you that ideol-l 
ogy has nothing to! 
do with what's going! 
on. Allah is a recruit-1 
ing technique.! 
Divinity is always! 
heralded as a war! 
cry—and it's patheti-[ 
cally effective to! 
those who feel they! 
have ideas worth| 
fighting for. 

SKRATCH: What will! 
you do if Bush wins| 
another term? 

MAJOR NOIZE:! 
Fuck. I can't even! 
fathom the shit that! 
guy will pull if he| 
doesn’t have to worry about re-election. I 
he does win, it will truly mean the end of I 
America as we know it. The Supreme! 
Court will fall to Bush; the draft will be! 
reinstated; individual liberties will be oblit-T 
erated; Bush's war of aggression will! 
expand; and the Christian fundamental-! 
ists will take over. 

SKRATCH: Is there anything you'd like to| 
add? 

MAJOR NOIZE: I just like to take this| 
opportunity to send a big FUCK YOU to! 
George W. Bush. Suck my balls, you! 
spoiled rich kid fundamentalist psy-l 
chopath! Sorry. I just needed to vent. I 
After working on this album and having to! 
listen to the samples of Bush for three! 
months, I'm ready to burst. I truly hate| 
that bastard. 

Now I'm convinced: the liberal heart still| 
beats in the breast of American patriots.! 
Though the pulse of the nation has been! 
slowed by misinformation, brutal repres-l 
sion, and a reactionary media, real! 
Americans will still stand up and make! 
their voices heard. Use the system for! 
"regime change." Rise up. Question! 
authority. Register to vote. Speak from! 
the heart. Restore the American dream. [ 
God bless America, and God bless! 
Noodle Muffin. 
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THE DWARVES 
By Janelle Jones 


The self-described "best-looking band in show 
business" are back with one ferocious record, the 
ominously-titled THE DWARVES MUST DIE. With its 
(disturbing!) Christ-like imagery and comparisons 
enveloping the record, one wonders: is this the sound 
of a Dwarvesian death knell? But even if it is, how can 
we be sure? After all, we witnessed the Christ-like 
maneuvers of guitarist HeWhoCanNotBeNamed 
some years ago when he was pronounced dead and 
was mysteriously resurrected, only to invoke fear in 
the masses once again. Anyway, from what singer 
Blag Dahlia says below, it seems The Dwarves will be 
around for some time to come, undoubtedly shocking, 
awing, and scarring all who'll watch/listen. (I truly wish 
I could reprint this conversation in its entirety, but alas, 
it's not to be.) 




. 

SKRATCH: Yes, it is. 

BLAG: I mean, what can you say about it? Have you 
gotten to hear it? 


hip-hop songs. It's 
ridiculous. Every good song you like is 
another point in favor of the album. I love the whole 
thing, but it just hits all these different styles. Some 
people like one style but they don't like another, but to 
me it’s just all rock 'n' roll. 


SKRATCH: Yeah, totally. I can't get "FEFU H ["Fuck 
Eat and Fuck You Up"] out of my head. [Laughs] 

BLAG: See? Have you been playing with yourself at 
all when you listen to it? 


SKRATCH: Um... 

BLAG: ’Cause it actually works for that. 


SKRATCH: Many people are narrow-minded. 

BLAG: Well, and also what ruins it is...You talk about 
hip-hop. I love hip-hop, I always have, but a lot of 
people's attempt to do it is basically [saying] "yo” a lot 
and wearing their baseball cap backwards-and that’s 
really not what it is. Also, a lot of what was called nu- 
metal a few years ago is kinda hip-hop with a guitar in 
it. There's a lot of kinds of music that aren't very 
interesting to me, and that’s one of them. You can do 
cool things really with any musical set up, as long as 
you have a little bit of originality; and some songs just 
lend themselves to a hip-hop approach, while others 
are more rock 'n’ roll-and other ones are a 
combination of the two. Part of what we did on this 
record was that a lot of songs people wouldn't think 
are hip-hop songs are actually songs where we took 
an old '60 garage song or an old punk song and then 
looped it the way you loop an old hip-hop beat and 
made a song off that. People hear that and they don't 
call those hip-hop songs, but in my mind they [are,] 
’cause they come from loops. It's a question of how 
far your mind ranges in this stuff. 


SKRATCH: Really. But is It really your swan song? 
BLAG: Well, all of The Dwarves’ albums have dealt 
with death, so you never know. (...) We've died so 
many times [and] been resuscitated.... I think the 
people want and need The Dwarves. The question is: 
how much do WE want and need the people? The 
answer's: not very much. 


SKRATCH: You have a track on ROCK AGAINST 
BUSH VOL 2. 

BLAG: That’s right. It's [a previously-unreleased track] 
called "Kids Today", as in those WACKY kids today. 
[...] You can only get it if you help to unseat the 
current occupant [of the White House], 


SKRATCH: Really?! 

BLAG: [Laughs) Basically, it's the best record The 
Dwarves ever made. It's intensely weird, it goes 
through every single musical style, and it's got a really 
fucked-up cover on it. I think everybody should go out 
and buy it-unless you’re chicken shit, in which case 
you should stay home. 


SKRATCH: How important was it for you to be 
involved in that? 

BLAG: It’s important on the level that everyone kinda 
does what they can. I’m not much of a political 
speechifier, but I know aq asshole when I see it. So 
they asked me for a track, and I was glad to comply; 
I was glad I had something interesting. It was a song 
that wasn't gonna go on the record and features some 
singing by some other bands: I got the singers from 
The Matches [...] and The A.K.A.s. [...] It’s got Spike 
from Me First and the Gimme Gimmes singing on it, 
too, so it's sort of a group effort [...] We're pretty proud 
of it. 


SKRATCH: Uh huh. It's definitely, as you said, 
eclectic. Do you think some people won’t "get” 
the hip-hop parts? 

BLAG: Well, yeah, but that’s part of the whole point, 
to me. I like all different kinds of music, so we do all 
different kinds of music. I came up listening to 45s I’d 
buy at Woolworth's on the weekends (...) or buying 
records on the street for a dime someone was selling 
at a garage sale, so, to me, if there’s one good song 
on the record, it's good. But then you'll hear people 
complaining ’cause you got 10 punk songs and two 


SKRATCH: That song "Massacre" is basically a 
stab at what punk rock has become. 

BLAG: Exactly. I could do a punk song about how 
lame punk rock has become, but instead I do a hip- 
hop song, 'cause to me it was like a battle, and the 
best place to do battle is in a hip-hop song. It's a battle 
rap, but it's about rock bands and how lame they are. 


SKRATCH: And the new album, THE DWARVES 
MUST DIE... 

BLAG: It's a masterpiece, Janelle. 










SKRATCH: Any favorite tracks? 

BLAG: It's hard for me, 'cause they're all my babies. 
(He goes on to list practically every track, each for 
specific reasons] Things just get all over the place. 
[...] I can't choose. I like the last couple albums, 
too. I was a big fan of COME CLEAN and 
YOUNG AND GOOD LOOKING. (...) A 
lot of times bands make a record and 
they're not really happy about 
what they made, but The 
Dwarves are very happy 
with the last few 
records. Part of that 


is because we had a really great producer, Eric 
Valentine, and a tot of people helping us out. On this 
album, there's all these guest-star people and shit 
that we never really did before, but we figured, What 
the fuck. A lot of people helped us out, people I 
wouldn't have even expected: guys from The 
Offspring, Me First, and Urge Overkill, and just all 
kinds of people, gangsta rappers and fuckin' sound- 
effects men. (...) It all sorta came together, so it's hard 
to pick a favorite. 

SKRATCH; What about Gary Owens! [Laughs) 

BLAG: Gary Owens! That was another great one. I 
grew up watching LAUGH-IN as a little kid (...) and 
was always a big fan of SPACE GHOST, and Gary 
Owens is just a very popular, famous voice you've 
probably heard a million times without knowing who it 
is When it came time to introduce the band at the 
beginning of the record, I thought nobody 
would be better than Gary Owens, so we 
hunted him down, found him out here in 
Hollywood. He’s a great guy, really funny, 
and he' did a great job. Who would've 
expected...like, how many people get a 70- 
year-old guy on their rock record? That's just 
The Dwarves. Most punk bands just get 
older and worse, and most rock bands just 
get older and more pretentious, but only The 
Dwarves get better and better. There's just 
no stopping us. 

SKRATCH; Maybe It’s your last, maybe 
but when it's all said and done, 
what do you guys wanna be 
remembered for? 

BLAG: (...) Most of what we'll be 
remembered for, in reality, will be 
nasty album covers with nudity on 
them and also saying "fuck" a lot 
(...) because people need very 
simplistic things to boil it down 


to. (...) Wb'd like to be remembered as the first punk 
band to incorporate samples and sounds into their 
music long before there were samplers and shit. We'd 
like to be known as the first people to loop garage 
records and punk records (and) to be known as 
interesting lyricists. I always thought of The Dwarves' 
songs appealing on two levels, the one level’s real 
basic-like "Fuck Eat and Fuck You Up"; and then the 
other level's like (. . .) what the song's about. To me, it’s 
about survival and what it takes to live; but then on 
another level, It's just about saying the word 'fuck" a 
lot. I would like it if people understood that there’s 
more to The Dwarves than meets the eye, but then 
again, most all anybody gets out of anything is what 
meets the eye, and then they move superficially on. 
That's part of why we've had to watch a lot of bands 
that really suck but acted sincere be lionized by the 
press and have people act like they were on to 
something. At the end of the day, we just wanna be 
remembered as one of the great rock 'n' roll bands- 
which is what we richly deserve. 

SKRATCH: Do you live by any specific 
philosophy/credo? 

BLAG: (.. .) I guess that if you stripped it down, I would 
just prefer a world in which I was constantly fucking 
and getting high and being worshiped for my intellect. 

. (Laughs] But it’s hard to always live that lifestyle, you 
know?! That's where you wanna be, but I guess we're 
lucky as humans if we hit that every once in a while. 
Certainly from being in this band we've gotten our 
share of sex and drugs and to be worshipped. It's 
kinda the credo we live by. 

SKRATCH: Cool. Anything to add? 

BLAG: What can I say, except: buy the record, see 
the band, chew the bubblegum, sleep with the singer- 
it's the only way to go. The Dwarves rule. We shall 
return. We've done it again. Hide your daughters. 

www.thedwarves.com 
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UNEARTH 
By Dane Jackson 

Unearth is from 
Massachusetts, so the guys 
in the band grew up around 
heavier music. It's nice to 
hear that Trevor Phipps 
and the gang have been able 
to fuse metal with hardcore, 
heavy rock, and melody. 
The band's recent effort, 
ONCOMING STORM, 

is their first album on Metal 
Blade, and Unearth makes a 
welcome addition to the 
Metal Blade family. Below 
you'll find my interview 
with vocalist Trevor 
Phipps. 

SKRATCH: ONCOM¬ 
ING STORM is your 

FIRST RECORD ON MeTAL 

Blade. How do you feel 
they’ve handled your 

BAND SO FAR? 

TREVOR: Metal Blade has 
treated us like family. They 
know how to promote 
bands. We couldn't 
have asked for a bet¬ 
ter home. 


SKRATCH: What does 

IT MEAN TO YOU TO BE ON 

Metal Blade? 

TREVOR: We are stoked 
because of the history of 
the label with releases 
under their belt like Slayer, 
King Diamond, and 
Cannibal Corpse. 

SKRATCH: Are there 

ANY CURRENT BANDS ON 
THEIR ROSTER THAT 
INFLUENCED YOUR DECI¬ 
SION to join the Metal 
Blade family? 

TREVOR: We knew they 
were a good metal label, but 
we needed a label that could 
help promote us in both the 
metal and hardcore worlds. 
The fact that they signed 
and have had success with 
As I Lay Dying and Black 
Dahlia Murder (two bands 
that have come from a sim¬ 
ilar background as we) 
showed us that they had 
their ear to the under¬ 
ground and knew what was 
happening now. 

SKRATCH: What part 
does European metal 

PLAY IN YOUR SONGWRIT¬ 
ING AND MUSICAL 
ARRANGEMENTS? 


TREVOR: We are all fans 
of bands like Iron Maiden, 
In Flames, At the Gates, 
etc., so European-influ¬ 
enced metal does show up 
in our tunes once in a while. 

SKRATCH: How does it 

MAKE YOU FEEL WHEN PEO¬ 
PLE PIGEONHOLE YOU IN 
EITHER THE METAL OR 
HARDCORE GENRES? 

TREVOR: Those people 
have their heads up their 
asses. We are a good mix of 
all styles of aggressive 


SKRATCH: Do you 

THINK LABELING IS NECES¬ 
SARY IN THE MUSIC 
WORLD? 

TREVOR: Labeling needs 
to happen in part so that 
people know what to buy. I 
don't like it when the label¬ 
ing pigeonholes a band, 
though. 

SKRATCH: What’s the 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

European and 

American metal? 
TREVOR: To me, 

European metal has more 
guitar melody, while 
American metal is heavier 
and faster. 

SKRATCH: Are there 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE FANS? 

TREVOR: There probably 
is a bit of a difference, but I 
know a ton of people 
who love Lamb of God 
and also love In 
Flames. 


SKRATCH: It seems as 
if the European fans 

APPRECIATE MUSIC A LOT 
MORE THAN OVER HERE. Is 
THAT A FAIR ASSUMPTION? 

TREVOR: I don’t know if 
that is a fair thing to say. I 
see a lot of passion at shows 
in both the U.S. and in 
Europe. 

SKRATCH: How do you 

THINK you've CHANGED 
AS A BAND SINCE THE 

Eulogy days? 

TREVOR: We have 

matured as musicians, per¬ 
formers, and as songwriters. 

SKRATCH: Do you have 
any regrets about things 
that happened when you 
were starting out that you 
wish you could go over and 
redo now that you've been 
around for a bit? 

TREVOR: Everything we 
did, good and bad, was a 
learning experience. We are 
in a great place right now, 
and I wouldn’t change a 
thing that we have done. 

SKRATCH: Since this 

IS AN ELECTION YEAR, DO 
YOU SEE YOURSELF GET¬ 
TING MORE POLITICAL AND 
TALKING TO THE CROWDS 
ABOUT THE ELECTION 
LIVE? 

TREVOR: I hate bands 
that preach. I do my talking 
in my lyrics. This year's 
political climate caused me 
to write more politically- 
charged songs than usual. I 
will just let my lyrics do the 
convincing to the people to 
make the right choice. 


SKRATCH: Are you 

COMFORTABLE WITH BEING 
A ROLE MODEL? 

TREVOR: No one has 
ever called me that before, 
but if a kid is into the band 
and what I do, then that is 
an amazing thing. I am just 
a normal dude who loves 
writing, performing, and 
listening to music. 

SKRATCH: Who was 

YOUR ROLE MODEL GROW¬ 
ING UP? 

TREVOR: My father is my 
biggest role model. He has 
worked hard for everything 
he has ever had. He 
instilled that [work ethic] 
in me as a kid, and that, 
combined with the support 
of both my parents, has 
helped me achieve a lot of 
my goals. 

SKRATCH: What's 

next for Unearth? 
TREVOR: We are going to 
push this record until 
everyone who needs to hear 
it will. [There will be] more 
touring, another video, tons 
of in-stores for the band. 


If you haven’t gotten a 
chance to see Unearth live, 
you're chance will soon 
come. After their successful 
stint on Ozzfest, the band 
plans to spread their metal- 
core gospel across America 
in support of their new 
album. 
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Saves che Day 
By David Walter 

It hasn c felt like a long time at all, but it really 
has been when you look back. Saves che Day 
have been putting out music for a long time— 
since the mid 90s, to be exact. They already 
have recorded four full-length albums, and 
they have just released UPS & DOWNS: 
EARLY RECORDINGS AND B-SIDES, 

an album that takes you on a crip that chroni¬ 
cles everything from their early demo days to 
more recent songs that just never made the 
full-lengths. 

The man who has been in the driver's seat 
through it all has been vocalist, guitarist Chris 
Conley. Chris was gracious enough to recently 
discuss a little bit of everything with me, 
including his thoughts on che new B-sides 
album, what exactly happened with IN 
REVERIE, their taste of the spotlight, and 
what to look forward to on their next full- 
length. 



SKRATCH; How did the idea and concept 
come about to release UPS & DOWNS: 

EARLY RECORDINGS AND B-SIDES? 

CHRIS: We've been talking about putting out 
a rarities CD for awhile, and now just seemed 
like the right time, because we were thinking 
about caking some cirne off the road and that ic 
would be a good thing for our fans to have 
something ro hold them over while we write 
new'material. : |" 


SKRATCH: Did you ever think Saves the 
Day would get to a point where you would be 
releasing an album lull of early recordings 
and B-sides? 

CHRIS: It's kind of tunny, because it doesn'c 
feel like we’ve been around than long. Then I 
listen to some of these recordings—like, the 
one Seller song—and I’m, like, 15 years old, 
and chars just kind of funny hearing where we 
were at and the kind of kids we were, having no 
clue about anything. We definitely never envi¬ 
sioned having fans and people coming to our 
shows and singing along. It's kind of been 
amazing, because we never expected any of 
that stuff co happen. It’s definitely been a satis¬ 
fying thing, so it s nice to be in a spor w'here we 
have a broad-enough fan base co be able to 
release, a kind of retrospective album. 


SKRATCH; So would you say this album is 
really for the fans, when it comes dow'n to it? 
CHRIS: Well, this is only for rhe fans. I 
almost wouldn't want any new person to come 
to our band and just hear this record. This is 
just for the people who know rhe music we've 
made over the years. 
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SKRATCH: Was putting together this 
album a nostalgic experience for you, consid¬ 
ering you wrote the liner notes in the CD 
booklet about each song and were looking 
back on the history' of the band? 

CHRIS: Yeah, it was a lot of fun. There were 
some really great times along the way. It was a 
lot of fun remembering old times and things I 
hadn’t remembered, which came back to me as 
I was writing things down, just thinking about 
the recording process for each song. It's nice ro 
get to share those rimes with the fans. 

SKRATCH; So what is the next full-length 
going to offer? I recently read on your 
Website that the fans can expect the rock to 
be delivered. Is this album going to see a lit¬ 
tle more of that CAN'T SLOW DOWN 
style of music come back and less of the m el ¬ 
low approach that was on IN REVERIE? 
CHRIS: Well, it won't be as fast as CAN'T 
SLOW DOWN, because we don't' have that 
in our blood anymore [...] It just doesn't feel as 
natural. I think the thing that made IN 
REVERIE seem less powerful was just rhe 
performance. We didn’t deliver as a band. I 
don't think the songs alone would have made 
people think twice about the record if rhe 
delivery would have been there with a lor of 
power behind it (...) I think that’s what's going 
to come back on the new record: a little bit 
more fire. 


SKRATCH: Why was that Ere lost, and why 
didn’t you guys deliver when recording IN 
REVERIE? 

CHRIS: It was a more methodical recording 
experience. We were just trying co get every' 
thing done. We would record this part, and 
then vve would move on and record the next 
part, and so on. We weren’t really focusing on 
putting everything we had into every little per¬ 
formance. But rhat's how you learn. You go 
into the studio and you cry things one way. and 
the next time you realize that you have ro do it 
a little differently. 

SKRAICH: As y ou attempt to progress and 
evolve musically from one album to the next, 
does it become increasingly difficult to find 
way's to do that? 

CHRIS: Well, you know' what? I’ve never once 
deliberately cried to change the style of music. 
It all just happens as we evolve as people and as 
our musical tastes have evolved and as our 
musical abilities have evolved. It’s all been a 
very natural, gradual process. Ir all really has 
just flowed in a natural evolution. (...) Because 
all of our albums aie all so different, people say 
ali the time. What the hell are they doing? But 
its not intentional. 1 he new songs are just so 
different already. It's not like I’m trying to 
make them different: they just come out differ¬ 
ent because I’m just at a different point in my 
life. 


SAVES THE DAY 









SKRATCH: The majority of your lyrics are 
(as you describe them in the liner notes of 
UPS 6c DOWNS: EARLY RECORD' 
INGS AND B-SIDES) "poetic images 
inspired by emotions," As you grow as a per¬ 
son, do you find yourself writing more about 
real events in your lifer 
CHRIS: l write about real things in my life, 
bur the stories in the song never happened. 
The story is always made up, but the emotion 
that creates the image [...] is something that is 
very real. Lyrically, I always try to evolve a little 
4 bit, because I hate doing the same thing old 
thing. I just have to think about different 
things, because I'm going through different 
things, things I've never felt before. Life keeps 
t unfolding, so the songs are just evolving, in 
that sense. Lyrically, the style, is just kind of 
evolving with me as a person. But sometimes I 
intentionally do have to try to find new ways of 
expressing myself, because certain things get 
old. But that's the fun of it. 

SKRATCH; A few years ago, when STAY 
WHAT YOU ARE came out, you guys 
experienced a taste of the mainstream suc¬ 
cess by opening for Blink-182 and Green 
Day on the Pop Disaster Tour. What was it 
like playing in front of a different crowd? Was 
that really a drastic change for you? 

CHRIS: That was far out. [We had been] 
playing music [...] to 20 people in a basement 
in New Jersey five or six years earlier, and now 
[ all of a sudden we are in front of 20,000 to 

30,000 people a night. That was a drastic dif¬ 
ference, in terms of the venues (...) but it was 









still just us playing. [ It was] just a little more 
bizarre to be in front of chat many people. It 
just gives you a different perspective on per¬ 
formance, because those big venues have a dif¬ 
ferent atmosphere and a different kind of 
dynamic. You, in turn, have to perform differ¬ 
ently, because people in the back can't feel that 
energy like you can in a small club, where 
everybody can feel the energy. So that was dif¬ 
ferent. It was interesting to learn another side 
of performance. 

SKRATCH: After all these years of being in 
Saves the Day, what is the one aspect you enjoy 
the most about being in the band? 

CHRIS: The one thing that I love most is that 
I actually get to play music for my living. My 
lifestyle is living music, which [...] I am so for¬ 
tunate and blessed to be able to enjoy. I don r 
have to work another job. I'm so blessed co play 
guitar as my job. That is just the most amazing 
thing to me. I don’t think that many people get 
to do what they love. And I don’t know how 
long this is going to last or how much longer 
I’ll get to do this, but, for the time being, I just 
feel so forcunate and so lucky to be in this posi- 


Saves the Day is currently writing new materi¬ 
al for their next full-length album, which they 
hope to release next summer. UPS & 
DOWNS: EARLY RECORDINGS AND 
B-SIDES is currently available through 
Vagrant Records. 
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FUNERAL FORA FRIEND 
By Mike SOS 

Making a huge splash on the rock scene Is that other 
band from Wales that the British press is currently 
gushing over, the quintet known as Funeral for a ; 
Friend, With an enormous support system in tow on 
the other side of the pond, hot off the heeis of their 
debut release, CASUALLY DRESSED AND DEEP IN 
CONVERSATION, EFAF have been tutting the road 
as part of the Projekt: Revolution tour this summer- 

men we spoke to bassist/vocalist Gareth Davies via 
: e-mail, we inquired about the band's interesting 
name, most memorable moment thus far, 

; expectations from FFAF’s first experience with 
American audiences on a wide scale this summer, 

■ and what we should expect from these Welsh 
; rockers in the next yearn 1" #; n | ^ ^ ' < 

SKRATCH: How did you come up with the band’s 

name? ' - ' 

GARETH: Its taken from a band called Planes 
Mistaken for Stars, Their album, FUCK WITH FIRE, 
had an impact on Matt, so the song "Funeral for a 
Friend" just seemed to fit 

SKRATCH: How would you describe your 
musical style? 

GARETH: Rock music with many, many influences. 

SKRATCH: What was the most challenging thing 
about making the latest release? 

GARETH: There is nothing challenging. We write 
songs that we would love to hear. 


SKRATCH: What has been your most memorable 
gig to date, and why? 

GARETH: Reading (one/ of the many summer 
festivals In England) ’03, The whole vibe was 
amazing, and I am very excited about Reading ‘04 

SKRATCH: How does a FFAF song get written 
(who starts the process, lyrics, music, etc,)? 

GARETH: Matt takes control when it comes to lyrics. 
He has to: he has to sing what he means! But t£sa; 
collective process. Everyone writes together in 
Daman’s garage. 

SKRATCH: Who are some of your current favorite 
bands on the scene? 

GARETH: There are too many to list, and I will get 
my arse kicked if I forget anyone! 

SKRATCH: Which bands have you not played 
with that you’d like to? 

GARETH: If they were still around. Far. Bon Jovi, 
Motley Crue, . It’s a pretty long list come to think of it 

SKRATCH: Who were some of your musical 
influences growing up? 

GARETH- Personally, it was a wide range of stuff, 
everything from MetaWca to Radiohead, 

SKRATCH: What’s the difference between 
American and British audiences? 

GARETH: Nothing at all, except 
maybe the accents The audiences are 
always the same Except in Scotland, 
where they really tear shit up! 


SKRATCH: What do you expect from this year’s 
Projekt: Revolution tour? 

GARETH Hot weather, making new friends, and Just 
enjoying every minute of it 

SKRATCH: What’s your favorite Snoop Dogg 
song? 

GARETH:! don’t have one Probably the one where 
he says "biatch” or "shizzie." 

SKRATCH: What advice woutd you give to 
aspiring musicians? 

GARETH; Don’t let anyone tell you "you can’t do it* 
If we can, anyone can, • ;, J /:. 11 o • 

SKRATCH: What do the next six to 12 months 

I 1 h : 

GARETH: We got a pretty full schedule We’ve got 
another trip to Japan in the pipeline, and then we go 
back to me U.S. Then we go to the studio in January 
through March to record the next album. Our lives 
are planned from now till then-and f love it, />_ 

SKRATCH: Any words to the fans? 

GARETH; Thanks for the st^^ a^ JNoj^illy see 
you soon. 















Hot Water Music 
By Mabel Lam 

A tenth of a century ago, I was a mere 
second-grader who was forced to wear 
fluffy pink poof-ball dresses. To make up 
for the embarrassment, I'd bully the 
smaller, giriy girls. MEANWHILE, on the 
other side of the country in Florida, true 
punk rock was being born. Like wine, Hot 
Water Music has aged to perfection since 
then. Their temporary hiatus back in ’98 
only served to fuel them to start over with 
A FLIGHT AND A CRASH. Now on the 
brink of releasing their eighth album, THE 
NEW WHAT NEXT, the band has stabi¬ 
lized so well that bassist Jason Black 
feels it's the easiest record they’ve come 
to make. 

SKRATCH: So. how was your weekend? 

JASON: My weekend was good! I had 
some friends in town. Got a little out of 
hand, but it was good times. 

SKRATCH: Well, it's been about eight 
weeks since [lead singer] Chuck injured 
his left hand. Have you guys just been 
kicking back since then? 

JASON: Yeah. We didn't have anything 
scheduled for the summer, anyways, so 
we've just been taking a break and get¬ 
ting everything ready for the record to 
come out, get the tours planned—that 
sort of thing. 

SKRATCH: What are your the band's 
plans until the new CD is released in 
the fall? 

JASON: Nothin', really. Chris and I are 
going to Europe for a few days starting 
tomorrow just to do some interviews over 
there. After that, we're not going to be 
doing anything until the new record 
comes out. Then we're going to do some 
shows in Florida, and then, starting in 
October, we're going on our U.S. tour. 

SKRATCH: What's your favorite thing 
about Europe? 

JASON: I kinda like it all. I mean, it's all so 
different over there. It's just a good time— 
almost like a paid vacation. But it does 
get a little mind-bending by the time you 
get back from there, from not being able 
to understand anything anyone says 
(unless you're in England). 

SKRATCH: You don't speak any other 
languages or anything? 

JASON: Nah, not enough to communi¬ 
cate with anyone. 

SKRATCH: Now, I've asked this ques¬ 
tion before in other interviews, to 
friends,... No one seems to know why 
CDs are always released on Tuesdays. 
Do you? 

JASON: 1 believe it is so they can ship 
them out on Monday and make sure that 
they're there. I don’t really know if there is 
an actual reason for it.... I could be mak¬ 
ing that up, also—but I think it's so that 
they can be all stocked when the store 
opens. 

SKRATCH: Does that mean you can't 
really choose the release dates? 
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JASON: Eh, we kinda can. But—it's always on 
a Tuesday. 

SKRATCH: I'm actually looking at the copy 
of THE NEW WHAT NEXT. There's no art¬ 
work on it, so can you give me an idea of 
what concept you guys did? 

JASON: We just have the same artist who's 
done everything else, Scott Sinclair. We're not 
really sure what his concept behind all this 
really was. It seems to be like a roadmap, and 
we just let him run with that, to be honest. We 
just sent him the lyrics, the music, and let him 
do his thing. 


SKRATCH: What do you think the 
roadmap symbolizes: your touring? 

JASON: Yeah. But like I said, I haven't 
really had a lengthy discussion with him 
about it. But for sure, it's kind of a 
roadmap—for the band, what we've been 
doing for the past year and what not. It's 
just kinda his interpretation of the story of 
Hot Water Music. That sounds kinda 
lame, but...yeah. 

SKRATCH: So, does the artwork reflect 
the general concept for the music 
itself? 

JASON: Yeah, exactly. 

SKRATCH: In the band's bio, you said 
that this album was the easiest one to 
make so far. How long were you guys in - 
the recording studio? 

JASON: We were in the studio from April 
20th until about June 7th—so we were in 
there for a while. It's the third record we 
did with Brian, so it was much easier than 
the others to make. It was just like return¬ 
ing to home, you know? 

SKRATCH: What was different this time 
compared to recording A FLIGHT AND A 
CRASH and CAUTION? 

JASON: I think we were just more well- 
prepared and we had a better mind frame 
than [we did for] the other two records 
we've done. Sometimes things just come 
about easier for no real reason—and 
that's sort of what happened with us with 
this album. Everyone was just in the right 
place at the right time. 

SKRATCH: Of all the songs from THE 
NEW WHAT NEXT, you guys chose "Kill 
the Night" to be on the ROCK AGAINST 
BUSH VOL. TWO compilation. Why was 
this? 

JASON: [Laughs] Because it didn't make 
the record, mostly. It was our favorite 
song that didn't make the album. We 
wanted to give them a really good release 
song for that, but we also wanted to put 
our favorite 12 songs on the record. 

SKRATCH: Was it hard to pick out a 
song, then? 

JASON: Yeah, it definitely was. I mean, it 
always is. You get attached to different 
songs for different reasons, and, you 
know, it's very easy to over-think that 
process, as far as like, "Oh, we need this 
song on the album, because we have 
nothing that sounds like it" or "We don't 
have a song about" something—just a 
million different reasons. It always takes a . 
long time to figure that one out. That's 
never a good time. [Laughs] 

SKRATCH: So, did the songs that you 
DID choose to be on the CD represent 
the title, "THE NEW WHAT NEXT"? 

JASON: Yeah, I'd like to think so. We just 
kinda stole the title from a journal that 
Chris was writing. The lyrics were on the 
front cover, and, you know, we were real¬ 
ly happy with the record, and we really 
feel like it's really different, something we 
haven’t done before. That's why the title 
worked for us so well. 






SKRATCH: What exactly makes this 
record so new and unique? 

JASON: It's really kind of hard to say [...] 
It’s our last record for Epitaph. We feel 
totally comfortable playing it. putting our 
name on it. We've kind of explored a few 
new areas in it. It’s always different for us, 
because we always try to do something to 
keep the record fresh and exciting [for] 
the audience [...]. It's just stuff, like, that 
good mojo. (Is that what it's called?) 

SKRATCH: After experimenting here 
and there, was there a new particular 
style you tried out that you liked? 

JASON: I think actually getting "The Ebb 
and Flow" to come together into a song 
that we felt like were playing well was 
probably the most fun, probably just 
because we definitely would've never 
done anything like that before. It's always 
a little weird then, because you don't want 
it to come off contrived and, like, not 
good. That can always be a little daunt¬ 
ing. But thinking about where the song 
started and ended up is always fun. 
That's the best thing about recording: 
sometimes it's a lot different—and, hope¬ 
fully, better. 

SKRATCH: Are your longtime fans usu¬ 
ally very supportive of the changes? 

JASON: A lot of them are, but a lot of 
them are always looking for a reason 
to...pick apart anything new that you try 
to do. [Pause] I mean, I haven't played 
[the new album] for anyone who hasn’t 
liked it yet; but then again. I’ve only 
played it for my friends, so I don't know 
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what the general consensus will be. It's 
the thing you definitely worry about, but 
you worry about it when the record is 
done, not when you're writing it. 

SKRATCH: Well, they'll get a chance to 
listen to it when it's released and you 
guys embark on your release tour. 
Where are you guys starting out? 

JASON: Florida, in Fort Lauderdale. 
Orlando, Tampa—just kinda warm up. 

SKRATCH: You guys are obviously 
against Bush. Did the fiasco with the 
last election in Florida disappoint you? 

JASON: Oh yeah, definitely. It was a ter¬ 
rifying, terrifying thing—which we're hop¬ 
ing to avoid this year. 

SKRATCH: Awesome. Lastly, has there 
been one question you've been dying 
for me to ask this entire time? 

JASON: Nah. At least no one today has 
asked me any of the questions you've 
asked. It's starting to get more hectic now 
that there are more interviews. 

SKRATCH: Yeah. I read some of Hot 
Water Music's past interviews, and it 
seems like you're always the one who 
gets interviewed. 

JASON: [Laughs] Yeah. I'm usually the 
guy who answers the phone when I get 
told to. 


Get a heads up on THE NEW WHAT 
NEXT and the band's record-release tour 
on www.hotwatermusic.com. 
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SPARTA 
By X-ray 

Tony Hajjar—drums 
Matt Miller—bass 
Paul Hinojos—guitar/vocals 
* Jim Ward—guitar/lead vocals 

Sparta has certainly taken leaps and 
bounds since last we spoke to the 
’ band during their tour supporting 
WIRETAP SCARS. This year has 
been especially big for Sparta, as they 
tour once again, this time it is in sup¬ 
port of their second release, PORCE¬ 
LAIN (which was released in July 
and is being hailed as a focused and 
mature work). This band has certain¬ 
ly been busy making a lot of noise 
and a lot of news. They played the 
sold-out Coachella Arts & Music 
Festival this year, and sharing the 
stage with two amazing bands, The 
Pixies and Radiohead. During the 
summer, they joined Incubus on tour 
and played huge arenas all over the 
U.S.; and they have plans to join 
Blink 182 for their tour in Australia. 

I had an opportunity to talk to Jim 
Ward during a stop in Los Angeles 
while on the Incubus Tour. 

SKRATCH: How did you arrive at 
this title for the album? 

JIM: It's one of those weird things 
that popped into my head, and it just 
stuck with me. I loved what the word 
represents. I thought it was a great 
representation of my life and being in 
a band. 

SKRATCH: How do you mean? 

JIM: Porcelain is a durable element, 
but it can still shatter. I just liked the 
poetry of it, I guess. 

SKRATCH: Is that any reference 
to your previous band, At the 
Drive-In? 

JIM: No, not necessarily. [...] When 
you do this for a living, you have to 
put up with a lot of shit; and when 
you fall apart, you fall apart hard. 
[The title] doesn't mean so much a 
band falling apart as much as the 
artistic aspect of it. 



We definitely want to bring a 
called Sunshine with us. 


band 






SKRATCH: 

Can you tell 
me about 
some of the 
songs on the 
album—starting with 
"Guns of Memorial Park". 

How did that song originate? 
JIM: We do all the music first, 
and then I go through a book 
that I write in. Whatever the 
song makes me feel, I try to find 
something that I've written about. 

I grew up a block away from 
Memorial Park in El Paso. Me 
and my friends used to play their 
all the time, and it was like this 
whole other world. 1 guess I just 
sort of miss that, the innocence of 
it. It's kind of about childhood, in 
a way. 

SKRATCH: What's your 

favorite song on the new 
album? 

JIM: Sometimes it's "Lines in 
Sand", depending on the day. 
That song I'm really proud of. 
Also, I love "Tensioning". 

SKRATCH: Are most of the 
songs on this album more per¬ 
sonal than any of your previous 
material? 

JIM: Oh yeah. I wrote all the 
lyrics on this record, which I 
didn't do on the last one. The 
rest of the band . 
approached me, 
and they 

wanted me to 
write the 

lyrics so 
that when I 
sang, the 
words 
would be 
something 
that I felt. 

So I dove 
into my 

^ i 
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whole life 
for this 
I a 1 b u m . 

1 It's kind 
of autobi¬ 
ographical 
and about 
people I know. 

SKRATCH: So you 
have someone in mind 
with each song? 

JIM: Yeah, exactly. 

SKRATCH: You guys played 

Coachella this year with The 
Pixies and Radiohead. You're 
touring with Incubus in the 
U.S. and Blink 182 in Australia. 
Tell me about how you feel 
playing huge shows like that. 
JIM: I enjoy it. I always look for¬ 
ward to go back to playing our 
[typically-sized] shows with our 
fans, but it's fun to go out and try 
to turn people on to something 
different, something they haven't 
heard before. They might get into 
it and pick up our record. Maybe 
they'll see us when we come into 
town the next time and they'll get 
turned on to the band that we 
bring on tour with us. 


SKRATCH: How has the crowd 
responded? What songs go over 
best? 

JIM: I don't really know, but I 
have kids come up and say, "I've 
never heard of you guys, but that 
song sounded awesome and I'm 
going to go out and buy your 
'record." 

SKRATCH: When will you 
guys be headlining your own 
tour? 

JIM: It will be the 
U.S. in the 
fall. We’re 
still in the 
process of 
putting 
together a 
package. 


SKRATCH: Where are they from? 

JIM: They are from the Czech 
Republic, and they made a record on 
Linda Perry's label. They're great. 

SKRATCH: Is this what you would 
typically do for bands that you 
like—take them on tour with you? 

JIM: We definitely do what we can 
for bands we like. There are bands 
that we like whose demos we pass 
along to labels and such. 

SKRATCH: Do you expect to play 
bigger venues this time around on 
your tour? 

JIM: We're going to go wherever we 
fit. It's nice to play good rooms. 
That's about the only thing you could 
really hope for: a place that sounds 
good and feels comfortable. 

SKRATCH: Where do you want to 
be as a band in the future? Which 
are some of the bands that you 
aspire to be like? 

JIM: As long as we can make records 
the way that we want to make them 
and have people respond to them, 
then any size is okay. I've never been 
one to hope for fame and fortune [...], 
but I like the idea of people connect¬ 
ing with the music that we make. 
Everybody hopes to make a living 
doing what they love to do, and right 
now I am, and I'm comfortable with 
it. I've always looked up to bands like 
Radiohead and U2, and that's where I 
would kind of like to be: musically 
happy, [and] getting to play shows 
and make records for as long as 1 pos¬ 
sibly can. I mean, I would love to be 
around in 20 years. I would love to be 
at some point an important band, 
[one in which] you can connect with 
people and become part of their life 
through music. I think that's where I 
want to be. 


You can go to www.spartamusic.com 
for the latest news and tour dates on 
the band. They have just added some 
dates in Europe through mid October. 
However, national dates have not 
been announced. 
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can choose, what are SKRATCH: What's been the 
some favorite tracks band’s greatest achievement 
off the record? Why? to date? 

ANDY: I like "My ANDY: 1 don't know. There 
Little Secret", [have been] a lot of awesome 
because of the good things in the past, but I really 
mix between metal, liked the Hellfest we played 
*£mosh, and melody and the Beast Feast festival in 
and because of Japan...and, of course, the In 
Flames tour. I really can’t say 
w hat's the greatestthere are too 
iU m ' many great impressions. 

W 1 SKRATCH: What else is 

| m there for you guys to accom¬ 

plish? 

the awesome ANDY: Hmmm. Maybe to 
mosh part. I also like tour the whole world, 
very much "100 Suns”, because 

it's a straight metal song a la SKRATCH: How did the 
Arch Enemy—no excuses, just recent U.S. tour go? 
fast and straight. ANDY: It was fun the best 

U.S. tour [we've had]. The 
SKRATCH: What do you West Coast killed me. The 


mosh/heavy parts and 
the melodic/clean 
parts. 

Caliban’s greatest strength, 

undoubtedly, is their ability to SKRATCH: How 

expertly blend harsh and does this album dif- 

ridiculously brutal metal and fer from past^^^Mg^^^ 

hardcore with startlingly lush, releases musi- 

melodic soundscapes—all caliy/lyrical- W 

without ever sounding con- ly? 

trived, a feat not easily k 

achieved, to be sure. This 

German band (comprised of I M 

bassist Boris Pracht, vocalist .. 

Andy Dorner, drummer % 

Patrick Grun, and guitarists 

Marc Gortz and Denis ANDY: 

Schmidt (who also lends vocals First of all, the song- 
to the mix)) enlisted the help writing is much better than on 

of Anders Friden (of In Flames the older records, and we have J\ hi 

fame) in the role of producer more melodic parts with clean 
on their latest album, THE vocals. The second thing is the Ai 
OPPOSITE FROM WITH- production, which is way bet- ente 
IN (Abacus). A furious and ter. The lyrics are "the same" ^ 
fierce release, it's sure to please [as] on the other records: f e 
the most discriminating of they’re all very personal and mak 
metalcore fans. dark. It's all about the daily in 8* 

life, inner conflicts, and 
Though we missed the band's dreams. 

media blitz day while on tour 1 

in the U.S., an interview was SKRATCH: Can you go over £° 0< 
still secured with Andy via e- some of the topics dealt with ) ou 
mail. in the lyrics? P 1 ™ 

ANDY: Like I said before, I ^ 1 
SKRATCH: You must dis- try to assimilate the daily life 
cuss your new record, THE and impressions I [get]. I „ e 
OPPOSITE FROM always try to write my lyrics in ^ we 

WITHIN. To what does the a poetic way, and this way is 
title refer? also very dark. Maybe it's Ilste 

ANDY: It's another sentence because I just pick up the bad ta 
for "the enemy inside," but this things in life or in some rela- & avc 
sounded too simple, so we tionships, I don’t know. I just SOTTI 
chose this title. It means that write down what’s in my mind. t0 
we've all got an "enemy" inside 

of usthat we sometimes do SKRATCH: In many of your wo | 
things [that] are not good for compositions, you temper the Wlt ^ 
us, but we know it and do them intense brutality and heavi- t0 v 
anyway. And "the opposite" ness with melodic passages, as ^ 
refers also to our music in gen- in songs like "Stand Up" 
eral because of the changes and "My Little 1 

between Secret", for ut 

4 instance. 


CALIBAN 
By Janelle Jones 
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^/VHENVVEFIESrSEftFIEDTHEBAND, 
OUR MAIN FOCUS WAS JUST TO 
•MAKE AN ALBUM AND WERE ON 
OUR THIRD SO EVERYTHING IS JUST 
ICING ONTHECAKEFROMHERE, 


SKRATCH: What are some of the other 
bands that you look up to? 

STAX: The'Clash is [...] my all-time 
favorite. I know Hollywood and the rest of 
the guys love The Ramones. I love The 
Ramones, too, but we always have this 
debate over who’s better-and I’m basically the 
only one rooting for The Clash. Those are two 
of the bands that we look up to the most. But 
as far as the bands that are around now, I 
would have to say Rancid and Lars and the 
Bastards. 

SKRATCH: I read that you go to Cal State 
Fullerton. Do you still go there? 

STAX: No. I went for a couple of years, and I 
have about two semesters left. I don’t think I’ll 
‘ ever have time to finish, 
though. I haven't been 
back in two ‘ or three 
years. 


SKRATCH: What were you majoring in? 

STAX: Film [...] radio and TV. [Laughs, then 
sighs] That's kind of a sore subject. I spent all 
that money to go, and I have two semesters 
left. But I guess it doesn’t really matter now. 

SKRATCH: In the liner notes it says how 
you got your nickname, but how did the 
other guys in the band get theirs? 

STAX: Well, we all just pretty much made them 
up. Slowey's real name is Joey, and he smokes 
WAY too much weed. He's not too quick on the 
uptake, so we named him that. Boxcar Kelley 
got his name because a while back he used to 
travel around with a suitcase in his car and 
would just stay with friends all over the place. 
Hollywood [is called that] because...look at 
him: he's a fucking freak. We came up with a 
bunch of names for Chris, but he didn't like any 
of them, so we just call him Chris. 


SKRATCH: How did you get into the punk- 
rock scene? 

STAX: My older brothers. I have two of them. 
When I was 14, I started hanging out with 
them and going to shows. I have them to 
thank or hate, [depending on the] way you 
look at it. 


SKRATCH: What's your relationship like 
with your label, BYO Records? 

STAX: They're great. Mark Stern takes care of 
us like we're his kids, I swear. He's our 
manager, our booking agent, our label, and our 
dad. That guy does everything for us, and he's 
been behind us since day one. We just can't 
thank him enough. 


SKRATCH: Can you tell me a random fact 
about yourself? 

STAX: I like monkeys. 


SKRATCH: What have you been listening 
to lately? 

STAX: I haven't bought a CD in a while. I've 
been listening to an indie station that actually 
plays decent music now. Steve Jones from The 
Sex Pistols has a show. 


SKRATCH: Really? 

STAX: Yeah. He doesn’t really do a good job at 
it, but they play good music sometimes. Other 
than that, I've just been listening to my old 
CDs. 


This fall they'll be touring with "The Voodoo 
Glow Skulls and will be heading to Europe this 
November, www.pistolgrip.net 


SKRATCH: Do you have any expectations 
for the new record? 

STAX: I don't know. [Laughs] You're talking to 
a cynical man. I don't know about any 
expectations. I always keep them pretty low. If 
we can get a tour and get our name out there. 
I think that the record will hold up for itself. I 
think it’s a good record, I don’t think that it's a 
piece of shit, so as long as we get the record 
out there to the kids, I think it'll hold up well. 


SKRATCH: Does the name of the record, "TEAR 
IT ALL DOWN!" mean anything? 

STAX: We were actually 
having trouble finding a title. 
We always do. We tossed 
around a couple of names, 
but a couple of them were 
titles of songs. I don't really 
like that in particular because 
it makes people focus on that 
particular song rather than 
the whole record. "Tear it all 
down" is actually a lyric in one of the songs 
("Give In"). And I don't know, "TEAR IT ALL 
DOWN!" is just...whatever. It's SO punk rock, 
you know? [Laughs] Just kidding. It doesn't 
have any specific meaning. 


PISTOL GRIP 
Interview by Denise Blaz 
Photo by Dustin Elliot 


Having known each other from high school, the 
guys from Pistol Grip started playing in 1997 
and in a matter of a couple of years signed 
onto BYO Records. Their new record, TEAR IT 
ALL DOWN!, is the band's third, and it's 
dedicated to a good friend of theirs that passed 
away. 


SKRATCH: So, where are you at right 
now? Are you in San Diego? 

STAX: Yeah. I'm going to watch the 
Dodgers/Padres game. 


SKRATCH: You did some dates 
with Lars Frederiksen and the 
t: Bastards. What was that like? 

fun 


I can't believe how down to earth he is. Rancid 
is pretty huge, but he likes to speak to 
everyone on the same level, and he's totally 
cool. It was really cool getting to know Lars 
and shit. We had a blast. 


SKRATCH: What can you tell me about 
your album? 

STAX: I don’t know. Each album is different 
from the last. This album doesn't really flow, I 
think. Every song is different...so, I don't know. 
I like it for that reason. It's definitely different 
from the last two records. 


SKRATCH: The band is on THE SHOW MUST GO 
OFF DVD series. How did that come about? 

STAX: I think Joe from Kung Fu might have 
asked BYO about it. and we were more than 
happy to do it. So they came out to the Glass 
House, which is kind of like our backyard in 
Pomona, and they filmed the DVD there. 


SKRATCH: What's your favorite track 
off the new album? 

STAX: Everybody seems to like 
"Never B Another", but we like 
it because we wrote it for our 
friend who passed away this 
year. It just means a lot 
more to us that any of the 
other songs. I also like 
"When the Ink Runs Dry". 
There are a couple of 
good songs on there that 
I like, which is surprising, 
because I usually hate 
our albums when they 
come out. 


SKRATCH: What's been 
the most memorable 
experience so far? 

LSTAX: Meeting Lars 

l Frederiksen on this last 
*stour was pretty 
Memorable. That was 
-definitely big. When we 
first started the band, 
our main focus was just 
"to make an album, and 
we're on our third, so 
everything is just icing 
on the cake from here. I 
can't believe we've 
come this far. 
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Jones . - . . faceless slave just following MAIK: I really dig M , 

least lived for them [...] They re a good some thing. [...] Another thing "The Weapon They Fear t s 
As proven on their latest album, exam pl e ' or living tree. j s that we wan na spread toler- about that singer from Gm ®/ 

the incendiary, socio-political . . . ance. We're (for example) all Victor Jara. I think his biograp y 

ANTIGONE Germany's SKRATCH; What about musical- vegans, and we really pro-is very touching. It's so amazing 

Heaven Shall Burn have quite a . . . . , . , , mote fighting against ecocide, that this simple man with ony a 

penchant for melding metal and don * think that much about anc j we try to ma ke people quitar and his voice reached so 

hardcore into a fierce blend that w " at mus ' c we P' a Y/ S( p s pretty hard think a bout all the stuff going many people with his socio-po i - 
is at times powerfully aggressive |° sa Y wha [ we wanted to do musically on —like the American presi- ical lyrics that the military regime 
and just plain brutal, and at oth- 1 ca L n S ?Y th i^ w f Y ere dent who doesn,t want to si 9 n bad to ki " bim because - he 

ers amazinalv linht nnrl moUrt with the CD before ANTIGONE, Kvntn Prntnrnl or nnvthinrv horr 


ers amazingly light and melod- with the CD before ANTI^GONE, the Kyoto Protocol or anything; became so dangerous. ■ ■ j , 
ic—even delving into a classical WHATEVER IT MAY TAKE, so we didn t b a t we don't wanna preach, really inspired by his songs an 
aesthetic at some points change so much in the songwriting, at we ; ust wanna m ake them his ethics, so that is my ta 

least not in a conscious way. We just think. There are enough people song lyric-wise. 

Calling from overseas, gui- wanted to have a better sound this time w h Q are preaching. You reach really like the intros and outros 
tarist/lyricist Maik let SKRATTH a sound k,cks ass ' and we focused nothing with that. It's more tol- on the CD, which are a bit more 
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, my favorite 

Music-wise, I 


in on all things HSB. 


more on that. Songwriting-wise, 
used the same ingredients, like 


we f 


! that 


we wanna : 


i spread, classical, very calm but also 
w We don't want everybody to very emotional. A auy from 

SKRATCH: We have to talk md° dies to carry our messages and the become vegan-that wouldn't Iceland composed them. We 
about the new record, chomses really well, as well as good be the solution for all problems; like that stuff. It adds some real- 
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that Greek tragedy, because we v ® r X w? 11 Y ,th the other nfk [...]. We a | rea dy reached them. 
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story of this girl and the messaqe l,ke a feelin ?- | f Yp u re ° ch the P° mt SKRATCH: Can you talk releases, did 
behind the tragedy [It's] about whe , re Y ou th,nk abou l the muslc ™ at about "Numbing the anything like that, rne 
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some political issues and some^^ ^ : [Confused at first! Oh, yes! sayS/ "You don't have to die to and fast music has been tner 
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tant to say. 

MAIK: Yeah. I also like 
Cannibal Corpse and Black 
Sabbath lyrics, but there 
should also be political bands 
like Napalm Death and 
Kreator. [...] And yeah, I think 
it's as important as having 
lyrics about mass murder, 
[laughs] 

SKRATCH: [While dis¬ 
cussing the genius of 
Discharge] It's basically 
kinda Tike you guys, 
how the music, the style 
fits what you're singing 
about. Discharge, their 
music was BRUTAL, and 
so was the lyrical subject 
matter, so it just fit per¬ 
fectly. 

MAIK: I think you should hear 
if somebody's pissed off. I 
could never write about things 
that make me angry and 
things I wanna change and 
fight against and go out on 
the streets and demonstrate 
against [as part of] a classical 
composition or an emo CD. I 
mean, look at all those emo 
bands. They're, like, 35-year- 
old guys singing about prob¬ 
lems with their fathers and 
their girlfriends, and it's hilari¬ 
ous. [Both laugh] There's so 
many people that they could 
tell so much, there's so many 
kids looking up to them, and 
all they tell them is that life 
sucks. No surprise about that. 


^ _ _ wily i { i J. , ena my lire wnnoui suiciae. iou n^o. , 

dark-looking guys with swords a , v r ', cs ar f e t ' ie war ” ea , , 9, oes can do new things and end your MAIK. As I said, P e0 P. 
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HSB have never been 
Stateside before, but that 
should change as early as the 
fall. As Maik stated: "There is 
heavy planning going on 
about the tour in [the] U.S., 
necompui- we uum ~ \ »u because we really have to 

that wpuld ond _ Rage come over there." Visit and 

send some love! 


mple. or Victor Jara (a sinqer sww'P®"™ 01 m naiur «. vwnu 1 » the first impression people have of don't get 
. from Chile) and people who dedi- the ma,n message you’re trying t 5 is song is a rea |[ y calm mood, think there should be more 
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The Ultimate Punk M» sic S * ore ' 



Hey r everyone... I'm sure you know the holidays are comln§ op. You should eonsiiler QxSlM3SQIZESi9£C3(SIST(§S3HS13ESJ^3i 
Ttyit&S]S5®d3®®SK,^ they’re Pon t waste time hoping you buy the right gift! 1E8103®^^ !<* them 

Of course, if you want to pick something yourself, you have to look through to find |ust the right gifts. 



to help you see that lnterpunk.com truly Is The Ultimate Punk Music Store! 


IVe been «i«f Interbank for about 
3 years nw or so, arwt H seriously 
it Tht U&imtrie Paok Store 


I fbarxi ewrythtog I was looking for, phi* more 
bad to fto<l stuff? Anyways this web-*He it 
ewetome'erto i ll eontinste to be a castotner 


Hi extremely rod, 
especially finding some 
of tha we sb*t you 
cant find in stores. 


Just wanna say that you guys we awesome 
with the service and selection 


I read yoar ad in a magazine and decided to cheek 
It oat. Best decision IVe mad in a long time *) 


Great place and really 
affordable prices 


) have te toil yoa, this 
website is bloody brilliant? 
Keep «p the rad work. 
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pftpfefc? catalog online at www.neurotrecordin^.com 

ch^ck or momy order tnade oof to Neorot Recordings 
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SF,CA 94141*0209 USA 
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NEUROSIS 

‘THE EYE OF EVERY STORM’ 

The Eye of Every Storm reaches far 
beyond what we ve come to expect 
from this Bay Area hand in its 
second decade of existence... 
delicate melody, warped subtleties 
and surrealist sound effects with a 
heavy arsenal of meticulous 
orchestration. 


NEUROSIS LIVE 

Saturday, November 6th at The Troubadour 
(www.troubadour.com) This will be another 
special 2 Vi hour extended set, featuring Jarboe. 


GRAILS 

‘EEDLIGHT’ CD 


The anxious tension and urgent tone of Red 
Light briefly glances back upon Grails’ rather 
lush and even-keeled debut, and then torches 
the path it has traveled. 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
‘NEUROT RECORDINGS V 

THE SPIRIT OF SOUND... 23 artists, over 3 
hours of music and visual art, unreleased songs, 
album tracks, rare pieces of video art, music videos 
and documentary' clips from NR-affiliated artists. 


OUT IN 2005 


Red Sparowes (teat, members of Neurosis and Isis), T rihes of Neurot:, 
and Ouapo. 
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UIAl-llA MBLVUtS 


LI*/Cl) IN STOKES OCTOBER KITH 


This time Jello ie aided and abetted by longtime innovators and like-minded prankster# 
The Melvin#. With a sound like nothing either has done previously the lethal combo mocks 
those who would siagply rely on past legacies. And as usual no one is safe from Biafra’e 
sarcastic lyrical lacerations. 



WEST COAST 
TOUR 2004 


10/22. The Catwalk Club, Seattle WA 
10/23, Paris St. Theatre, Portland, OH 
10/24, Mu#ichead, Medford, OH 
10/25. The Boardwalk, Sacramento, CA 
10/26, Imusicast, Oakland, CA 


10/27, TBA 

10/28, Knitting factory, LA, CA 
10/29, The Allen Theatre, Southgate, CA 
10/30* Willie Carter Poway Elks Lodge, Poway, CA 
10/31, The Brickhouse, Phoenix, A 2 


JCcht fip/Gip Jlf nek 'Mtrrlfr tUrahe ahmUthle noiu. 


Alternative Tentacles HecordLs, P.O. Box 419092, San Francisco, CA 94l4l 
™ Write for a free catalog. Distributed by Mordam Records, www.altemativetentacles.com 

























THE DEATH SCENE RECORDING COMPANY PRESENTS 


HALFWAYHOME 

A BRAND NEW SUBDIVISION 

Might meets melody. 

If you like Taking Back Sunday, 
early Saves The Day and Thrice... 
then you know what to do. 

On tour Now 


CtUANTICE NEVER CRASHED 

S/T 

Crushing guitars, screaming vocats, 
clean melodies, spoken lines, 
passionate, sincere, this is 
quantice never crashed 

in stores 10/19 


WWW.THEDEATHSCENE.COM 



















ANDREW WK NOFX SQUAD FIVE-0 THE BREAK THE KICKS AGAINST ME! MURDER BY DEATH 
BOYS NIGHT OUT EVER WE FAIL HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS UNDEROATH HASTE FEAR BEFORE THE 
MARCH OF FLAMES SHADOWS FALL MASTODON TERROR THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN NEW 
MEXICAN DISASTER SQUAD A WILHELM SCREAM V.P.R. THE BRIGGS GO BETTY GO COHEED AND 
CAMBRIA TAKING BACK SUNDAY RUFIO BRANDTSON ROSES ARE RED THE EARLY NOVEMBER 
MAE HIDDEN IN PLAIN VIEW BRAZIL KADDISFLY TED LEO/THE PHARMACISTS PEDRO THE LION 
NOW IT’S OVERHEAD MELEE ROY DETACHMENT KIT DESPISTADO THE LOT SIX COMMUNIQUE 


WWW.TAKEACTONTOUR.COM 

WWW.SUBCiTY.NET 


£$UB CITYCf 


A jrortiea of Use proceeds (equaling 5% of the suggested retail list price) earned fry the 
artists and Safe City Records from lire sale of this title wid &e donated lo THE NATIONAL 
HOPELINE NETWORK f-8GO-$UICI0E <784-2433) a service of Uie Kristi# Bttiofcs Hope Center. 


pc m fm, van nm, ca mm 
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ietalblade.com 


DA Y S E N D 

k> c f 


DAY8El)D “8EVEREI1CE / 

"On their debut, Sydney outfit Daysend tear through 11 songs of monstrous mind-numbing 
shred-metal that reeks of all that we loved about hard rock pre-Kom."? 

4 stars Rolling Stone Magazine ■/ Atfl 


"Taking their cues from both current Swedish and US metal scenes, this quintet know exactly 
when to be brutal and when to switch on the silken melodies and | jgp>^ 
heartrending dynamics." 4 K's Kerrang Magazine A 



LCHOIC* 


YOB “The Illusion Of motion 

"YOB are a band with a fine grasp of spooky dynamics and an ability to kei 


"YOB are a band with a fine grasp of spooky dynamics and an ability to keep your attention 
throughout a never-ending jam wig-out that we haven't seen much of since the 
glory days of Sleep" Terrorizer Magazine 


"So goddamn good it's frightening - the kind of record that subtly alters pathways in your brain 
with each listen. Give yourself over to it, and don't expect it to let you 
go for a long, long time." - Metal Maniacs 


CbeMusftott ot jHosISn 


www.metalblade.com 















SKRATCH: If you had to describe 
your sound in one word, what 
would it be? 

CHRIS: Rock 'n' roll. But I guess that's 
three words now, isn't it? I think we 
draw from too many influences for 
our sound to be condensed into one 
word. 


Lp t0 SKRATCH: You're 

lflu ~ about to head into the 
mc * s studio soon to record 
lliot | or your second 
for record. Is there any- 
M thing new to expect? 

Has the sound 
^’matured at all from 
your first? 

Leav- C HRIS: Definitely. We 
Get have about a third of 
the album recorded so 
far, but you can cer¬ 
tainly expect a more 
ie a mature, refined sound 
than on our first 
* record. We were 16 
day ’ and 17 when we wrote 
that record, so our 
music and songwriting 
have really had a 
chance to develop 
since then. We're very 


SKRATCH: How are you? 

CHRIS: I'm just fine, thanks. 


SKRATCH: What's been the high' 
light of this year for you so far? 
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THE MISSING 

THE NEW ALBUM FEATURING 
14 PUNK ROCK ANTHEMS INCLUDING: 
“STRUGGLE” AND 
“EVERYTHING MUST GO” 

(LISTEN TO M23 ON THE SKRATCH COMP.) 


NO GOD, 

NO WAR” 

M23 FROM “EVERYTHING 
MUST GO” 


THE KXII OV AN KBMOK 


YOU-CAJT REAR ALL f|tESE AS 
AT, ww.HLACKBIRlDMTSfC/xm < 
.CREEK THEM OUT AT: f 
* \nw.theMlflsing23rdU3om 
vnw.LeMeuIfiPurr.oom 
vvwJranklijriForSh^^ 


LE PURR FRANKLIN FOR SHO 

■’"the gweet smell of asphalt" "Lovesick Mistress" 
; STORES OCT. 12TH IN STORES ROW 

(to^>13pp'on the Skratch comp.) 


SUPPORT LOCAL MUSIC 










proud of the new record so far and SXRATCH: Do any of you go to school? 

can’t wait to get it out to anyone who CHRIS: John (drums) and I go to Penn State 

will listen. University, Brendan (guitar/vocals) goes to school, 

near Hershey, and Kevin (bass) goes to St. Joe's in. 
SKRATCH: You're from Reading, Philly. It's nice, because we get to play at each 
PA. Isn't that where the Rolling other's schools a lot during the year, so we can 

Rock festival is held every year? branch out even more. 

CHRIS: I know Rolling Rock is made 

in Latrobe, PA, but I'm only 19, so I SKRATCH: There was another band by the name 
shouldn’t even know that. of Johnny Action Figure, which goes by the name 

of Ghost of Science now. Did you have to send 
SKRATCH: I'm sorry, but I have to them a cease-and-desist letter? 
ask: have you ever visited the CHRIS: Actually, no, not at all. We were aware that 
Hershey factory in PA? they had the same name, but we weren't 


"What's with the accent isauLucu- ^ 

ly a lyric from one of Johnny 
Action Figure's songs. And I don't 
know what I was thinking, hut the 
Rolling Rock Music Festival is 
indeed held in Latrobe, PA. If you 
1 would like to learn more about the 
1 band, please visit www.johnnyac- 


KNOW ROLLING ROCKiS MA 

BUT I'M ONLY 19, 

worried about SO I SHOULONT 0 


Jhere does the main inspiration for 
•me from? 

C mostly we try to tell the listener a 
ir songs. We don't have any songs 
relationships or anything like that. 
Id characters and lust tell a st 
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if TH6I2G is p uupe poatfusT pop music, cooeseueiti pee ouia 
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spocev GuiTPes oniD POST-nnooeerv HLecTeoruics 
fois FPfus of muse, HUTsePOL nruD siGue eos! 
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hot water music ON TOUR WITH ALEXISONFIRE THIS FALL 
GO TO: WWW.EaDALVISION.COM / WWW.EPITAPH.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 
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Still available: 

THE LAZY 
COWGIRLS 
-Goln* Out" CD 
THE WEDNESDAYS 
-You Will Gasp" CD 
NASHVILLE PUSSY 
-Say Something N»#ty- 
Picture disc 
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Only Crime 

By Dane Jackson 

I first heard about Only Crime while 
interviewing Bill Stevenson prior to the 
release of COOL TO BE YOU. Just 
hearing the lineup and the kind of music 
they would be making made me eager to 
hear them. Now, Only Crime's album is 
out, and I'm in love. Add one part Bane, 
one part GWAR, one part 
Descendents/ALL, and one part Good 
Riddance and you've got one of the best 
albums I've heard this year. TO THE 
NINES is plenty heavy, but it's layered 
with texture and melody. 

Lead singer Russ Rankin took the time 
to answer a few questions. 

SKRATCH: What do your bandmates 
in Good Riddance think of Only 
Crime? 

RUSS: I actually don't know. I haven't 
mentioned it to them or asked them their 
opinion of it. We are generally pretty 
supportive of each other's endeavors 
outside of Good Riddance (musical or 
otherwise), so I would imagine this 
would be no different. 

SKRATCH: Do you see Only Crime 
as a side project, or would you like to 
do it full-time one day? 

RUSS: It is definitely NOT a side proj¬ 
ect, and I would love to do it as full-time 
as possible. I am thoroughly en joying it. 

SKRATCH: It's almost as if Only 
Crime is an all-star music group. 
Does ego play a factor in the group 
and get in the way? 

RUSS: Not at all. We have meshed 
together as people and friends pretty 
quickly and have used a lot of our expe¬ 
riences in our other bands to help us sort 
out any potentially tense situations and 
diffuse them before they happen. We 
each have a generally-defined role in the 
group, but at the same time we all have 
tremendous respect for each other's 
musical abilities. We are very collabora¬ 
tive and pretty democratic about things. 

SKRATCH: How did the idea of get¬ 
ting together come to fruition? 

RUSS: I was thinking about pursuing 
another band, and when Aaron and I 
became friends on a Good 
Riddance/Bane tour in summer of 2002. 

I asked him if he's want to be in a band 
with me. He was stoked on the idea, so 
1 called Zach that same week, and he 
signed on almost right away. For about 
six months we stayed in touch via phone 
and e-mail while we looked for a drum¬ 
mer and bass player. Then, in January 
2003, Bill signed on. Doni joined in 
early 2004 on bass, and we began 
recording. 

SKRATCH: Do you see this band 
causing conflicts with ALL, 
Descendents, Good Riddance, or 
Bane in the future? 

RUSS: We've thought a lot about this, 
and we feel pretty confident that it won't 
cause any major conflicts. All of oyr 
other gigs are pretty well laid out ahead 
of time, so there shouldn't be a problem. 

SKRATCH: After listening to the 
album, it's clear that Black Flag and 
Descendents are major influences. Do 
you think the passion and intensity 
given out by those bands is something 
that is lacking in today's independent 
music scene? 

RUSS: I think there is a need for heavy, 
aggressive music that isn't directly 
derivative of metal. I was always a big 
fan of the mayhem and menace worked 


into the Black Flag song arrangements, 
but I also wanted to have at least a little 
melody in the mix. That was the basic 
idea for Only Crime when we started— 
SLIP IT IN-era Black Flag, but with 
shorter songs and a bit more melody. 

SKRATCH: Was it your intention to 
put out a throwback album of sorts 
when this all came together? 

RUSS: We wanted a throwback aesthet¬ 
ic or feel, maybe, but we wanted to cre¬ 
ate something new and current, as well. 
We didn't want to just be like a Black 
Flag cover band, and I think the materi¬ 
al this group has come up with has a lot 
of unique aspects which will (hopeful¬ 
ly) set us apart while still appealing to 
fans of Flag, B’last!, Sabbath, etc. 

SKRATCH: What was the songwrit¬ 
ing process for with the album? 

RUSS: Zach and I had the blueprints for 
several song ideas when we demoed 
with Bill for the first time last summer. 
We came away with nine songs, which 
we recorded roughs of and sent to 
Aaron. The next time we demoed, we 
wrote a few more, and then the next 
time a few more. Basically, these songs 
[were built from] more or less complete 
ideas, but we did build a few off of just 
riffs. It was a very collaborative experi¬ 
ence, and I think it will continue to be 
that way. 

SKRATCH: Is Bill as cool as everyone 
says he is? 

RUSS: Yes. Bill is as laid back and 
funny as anyone I've ever worked with. 
He knows his way around a drum kit, 
too! 

SKRATCH: You've experienced 
working with him solely as a produc¬ 
er on the last Good Riddance album. 
Now you've seen him as a producer 
and a band member. Is he harder on 
Only Crime than he was with Good 
Riddance? 

RUSS: I think so. just because it's his 
band; but I know he's a beast to record 
with as producer, too. He wrecks me 
when Good Riddance records; but with 
Only Crime he is a lot more involved 
arrangement-wise and even helped me 
out with some lyrics. 

SKRATCH: What are your 
extended touring plans with 
Only Crime? 

RUSS: We're busy for the res 
of the summer in the eastern 
U.S./Canada and are trying 
to line up some touring (on 
the West Coast, hopeful¬ 
ly) in October. We also 
really want to get to 
Europe this year. 

SKRATCH: What else 
are you hoping to 
accomplish with this 
band? 

RUSS: We have no 
massive agenda; we just 
want to play music that 
we like and enjoy the 
experience. Some of us 
have been guilty of taking 
our previous situations for 
granted, and we want to 
enjoy this band and savor the 
chance to create music wit 
such an awesome cast of charac 
ters. 

SKRATCH: Even if Good Riddance 
and Descendents weren't on Fat, do 
you see that label as the label you 
would want to put this album out? 


RUSS: I think so. Bill and I have had 
such long and positive relationships 
with Mike and the label that it was def¬ 
initely in our sights when we started. 
Once news of the band got out, we start¬ 
ed getting some considerable interest 
from several labels; but we were in con¬ 
tact with FAT from the beginning. I 
think we always knew they would be a 
great choice. 

SKRATCH: How important do you 
feel this year's presidential election 

is? 

RUSS: I think it's really important; but, 
than again, I think they all are. I hope 
anyone who isn't happy with the Bush 
administration will check out the Green 
Party of the United States () before they 
settle for the Democratic ticket (which, 
in my view, is just "Bush Iite"). I most¬ 
ly just hope that 50% of eligible 
American voters actually vote this time. 

SKRATCH: Do you think it'll be hard 
for this band to establish an individ¬ 
ual identity considering each mem¬ 
ber's past? 

RUSS: I don't know. For some reason, I 
don't think so. I mean, singing in front 
of Bill automatically entails filling*some 
impossibly big shoes, and Bane fans 
(for example) might find us not quite 
"hard" enough. We will just have to see. 
We aren't really trying to be anything we 
aren't, so I would imagine we will 
appeal to most of the people who like 
our other bands while also gaining a 
whole new group of fans who are just 
out for some heavy music that isn't 
metal. 

SKRATCH: What does each member 
of Only Crime bring to the table? 

RUSS: Zach has great people skills and 
is an amazing guitar player, plus he can 
sing great back-ups and harmonies. 
Doni is mellow and kind of the person¬ 
ality glue for all of us, plus his bass 
playing is like Karl, Kira, and Dukowski 
all rolled into one! Aaron has an inex¬ 
haustible work ethic 
and is a gifted 


song arranger. He rescued a lot of 
songs by finding clever ways to segue 
from part A into part B. He also is a 
great player—way aggressive. He can 
also scream like somebody is sawing 
him in half! Bill is a great songwriter, 
has a real keen business sense, and is 
the best drummers I have ever heard. 

SKRATCH: When it's all said in 
done, how do you want to be 
remembered? 

RUSS: As the band that saved 
heavy music. 

SKRATCH: What's the best 
advice you can offer to someone 
who is trying to find them¬ 
selves? 

RUSS: Write an "ideals" list—all 
of the things you want or admire 
in others. Then write down 
ways to achieve it and a modest 
program of action based on 
that. The important thing to 
remember is: if you want dif¬ 
ferent results, you absolutely 
11AVE to take different action. 

If you don't do something dif¬ 
ferent, you will probably get 
the same results...as always. 

SKRATCH: Do you have 
any last words? 

RUSS: Check out the Green 
Party's Website, and regis¬ 
ter and vote in November. 


After checking out the 
Green Party Website, 
head over to www.only- 
crime.com to learn more 
about the band. 
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A SMALL VICTORY 
Interview by Melissa Wong 

People piled on couches are smoking cigarettes, and 
the skater kids are grinding on the front steps of your 
friend’s house The stereo in the garage is turned up 
to high, and you’re about to make a Taco Bell run 
Remember when Friday nights were this chill? 
Listening to A Small Victory is this chill. Their 
Southern-influenced rock ballads are highly 
enthusiastic and catchy The lyrics from "Blindman's 
Holiday" will be stuck in your head "I've done a lot of 
things that you won’t ever read in your books and all 
your magazines / I've seen a lot of places you will 
never see, sitting there on your bed desolate 
daydreaming " Think classic Creedence Clearwater 
Revival's "Down on the Corner" beat It all started 
when two Kansas City kids and three guys from 
smalltown Georgia got together to skate Little did 
they know that two years later they'd have a debut 
album. EL CAMINO. on Lobster Records. The band is 
Mark Walker on vocals, Luke Bareis on guitar, Danny 
Song on guitar, John Addington on bass, and Zack 
Bareis on drums 

Guitarist Luke Bareis and I talked about’the 
importance of friendships, bringing back rock n' roll, 
and goofing around the parking lot after the Warped 
Tour in New Jersey. 

SKRATCH: What have you guys been up to so far 
this year? 

BAREIS So far. it's been split 50/50 writing the album 
and then in April we left for tour dates in California 
We recorded in June with Darian Rundall. and 
immediately after we picked up a small tour and 
played some Warped Tour dates We've been touring 
since then, so September is our first month off in six 
months 

SKRATCH: The band itself is from...? 

BAREIS: Well, we usually say Atlanta, but Buford, 
GA. is where we're from. It's pretty redneck. [Laughs] 
But as far as band members goes, everyone was 
born and raised in Georgia My brother Zach and I are 
from Kansas City, MO 

SKRATCH: Cool. Me, too! When did ASV officially 
form? 

BAREIS: As a band now, with Danny, I would say 
2002; but we've been together basically since before 
we got signed. I would say that either the end of 2001 
or beginning of 2002 was when we really got 
organized and serious about going for it as a band 

SKRATCH: What’s the rock scene like in Atlanta? 
I hear it's getting huge. 

BAREIS: Atlanta is probably known for being 
predominantly hip-hop, but the rock scene out here 


definitely growing We've got Copeland, Norma Jean, 
Cartel (they're on Militia Group), Seven Sense 
Split , oh, and, of course, Mastadon. [Laughs] The 
bands around here are growing, and they're all very 
good. We’re very fortunate to live here, and we have 
such a great group of fans who travel thousands of 
miles to come see us. And we also have new kids who 
are getting into the scene. It's nice to see them 
become familiar faces. We're all like this big, happy 
family. 

SKRATCH: Where have you toured? Where would 
you like to tour? 

BAREIS: Well, we've only toured the United States 
[thus far] We’re projected to be going to Japan next 
year [ .] None of us has even left the 
country although we did accidentally land in Mexico 
for about five minutes [Laughs] It was kind of lame, 
though, -because I think the majority of us were 
sleeping 

SKRATCH: [Laughs] Oh, really? 

BAREIS: Yeah It was during the Warped Tour this 
summer We were out in California, and we ended 
driving into the border of Mexico. But it was quick. 
[Laughs] 

SKRATCH: Awesome! I’ve never been to Mexico, so 
you guys have me beat! Alright, so your new album, 
EL CAMINO, was released in August on Lobster 
Records. When did you guys start recording? 

BAREIS We took January to April to stay home and 
write the record, then we toured to California. We 


rehearsed, did all the pre-production, and went into 
the studio, where we laid everything down. It was 
pretty easy. 

SKRATCH: Do you have a favorite track off the 
new record? 

BAREIS: I'm really in love with the first two tracks. The 
first track, "Limousines and Cheap Cigars", kind of 
defines what who we are and what we're about The 
focus is more on rock 'n' roll [as compared with] most 
of what today's bands are playing-[...] the same 
formula, the breakdown We'd really like to bring 
back that solo, because you don't see it much in 
today's music. And from the response we're getting, 
the kids are loving it I cannot complain at all 

SKRATCH: Do you have any plans for the fall? 

BAREIS: Well, after our break in September, we'll be 
touring all of October and half of November in New 
York. We'll be done just in time to be home for 
Thanksgiving. Our plans are mainly to tour the new 
record and basically see where it can go We'd really 
like to do some more support tours 

SKRATCH: Speaking of touring, what venues 
have you played in Kansas City? Did you know 
the Spitfire closed? 

BAREIS: What? Really? Wow No, I didn't We played 
the Spitfire. We also played the Hurricane (for our 21 + 
shows), and we played the New Earth Cafe with 
Copeland. Wow. I’ll have to IM Brian about that We’ll 
be back there around November 














SKRATCH: Yeah, I know. It made me sad when I 
found out. Alright, next question: What's in your 
CD player? 

BAREIS. I've been listening to a lot of The Snake the 
Cross the Crown's MANDER SALIS. Their record 
came out the same day as our record on EVR. I think 
they're doing something really different, and I think it's 
just amazing. I can't get enough of them. Oh, and 
also, this band called Wheat. I would also add Cartel, 
because they're good friends of ours-and they're 
great, too. 

SKRATCH: You know, I've heard a lot of good stuff 
about TSTCTC, too. Top five must-have albums? 

BAREIS: Jimmy Eat World's CLARITY, Guns N' 
Roses' APPETITE FOR DESTRUCTION, Foo 
Fighters’ THE COLOR AND THE SHAPE, the new 
The Snake the Cross the Crown's MANDER SALIS, 
and the newest record from a band called Format. 

SKRATCH: Where would you like to be in, say, five 
years? 


BAREIS: I would like to be doing just the same stuff 
now, but several steps above where we're at-you 
know: have fun, meet kids, and play shows. We're just 
"hanging out" kind of guys; we love hanging out. Oh, 
and to be able to afford our own place to live and not 
live with our parents. [Laughs] Mark and John 
constantly couch-hop. [Laughs] Just to be doing this 
and having it take care of us, you know? 

SKRATCH: [Laughs] Ah, yes, couch-hopping. Yes, 

I do know. So tell me, what do you love about 
being in this band? 

BAREIS: Definitely the friendships with each other 
and with new friends. That is the most important: all 
the people we've met and all the people we continue 
to meet. Just to be able to have a friend from almost 
every state...We really value that. We have so many 
supportive friends no matter where we go. And half 
the time we're not home because we're always on 
tour. But to be able to "feel at home" when we're not 
is a great feeling. 




***** 


NT** 




.*«?>* 11 


10 f 


SKRATCH: Do you have any fun or embarrassing 
tour stories? 

BAREIS: We were in New Jersey for the Warped Tour 
this year, and it was on this racetrack (Raceway Park) 
where we all just hung out. We met the Piebald guys 
and chilled with them. We hung out in the parking lot 
afterwards, where people were drinking and 
barbecuing. We watched the security guards drive 
around on the golf carts and were just waiting for 
them to leave so that we could ride around in them. 
[...] After they left, we drank a lot and just went crazy. 
We were fishtailing all over the place, doing donuts; 
and then Zach hit a huge mound of dirt, and Mark got 
launched off. [Laughs] But he was okay. 


Well, I hope so! It was great talking to you, Luke. I 
can't wait to see you guys when you’re in town! Take 
care! For more information about A Small Victory, visit 
www.asmallvictory.com; or check out their songs at 
www.purevolume.com/asmallvictory. 
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WE RE LISTENING TO YOU 













We’re here to aid your band 
every step of the way. 


OperationBandAid.com is your 'one stop shop' 
for creating the elements required to get 
your band out there and heard. We provide all the 
top quality products needed to create a Demo CD, 
a strong Bio and Press Pack, Photos, Artwork, 
Merchandise, Music Video and more. 

We work hard to provide you with the 
highest quality of service at a realistic 
price, always ensuring your band feels confident 
with your final product. 

Can (818) 780 7881 

or visit us at 

WWW.OPSRATIOIIBANDAID.COM 
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msnbers Marco (vocals), 
Jen (guitar), Greg (gui¬ 
tar) , and Dave (drums) 
recently took some time 
Bands today need to be to answer questions sent 
savvy marketers and use via e-mail. (How else 
the Internet to their would you have expected 
advantage. 'There are a this ted'iiologi.cally savvy 
lot of different avenues band to conduct m inter 
for bands to use, view?) 

Pure volume. com and 

MySpace.com being two SKRATGH: You've aver- 
of the more papolar sites aged a new release per 
that allow bands to not year since you've been 
onl y post personal inf or together. Are you con 
matron but also allow stantly in a writing mode? 
them to past music for JCK: We are- constantly 
listeners to either stream writing new songs and 
or .-download. In Memory, lyrics. As long as we have 
a five-piece band from a set of new songs that 
■ Simi Valley, CA, that are frill of heart and are 
blends an aggressive yet. catchy at the same time, 
melodic post-hardcore we’ll make it a goal to get 
sound with a post-new- into a reoat'ding studio, 
wave dance energy has We know tins kids love 
embraced technology and new material, and that's 
actively reaches out to its why we' re in a tend-so i f 
fans, as well as to poten we can get it out ASAP, 
tied fans. Hy being so easy we won’t hesitate at all. 
to approach, In Memory MARCO: We have written 
has become a band that a lot of new material in 
the kids are starting to the last year and a half, 
rally behind, with the ami I believe that has a. 
release of IN SO MANY lot to do with Jen. joining 
WORDS in late us as a second guitarist. 

Sept carter, In Memory is We're canstantly creating 
prepared to take over the nerw material but: it's 
world, cne listener at. a never forced. 


In Memory 

interview- 

Midnight 


life gives yai tbs great sounding more aggres- 
est inspiratierj. to write sive. What would you 
lyri.es? is there anything attribute your change in 
too personal, to sing sound to? 
about? MARCO: My vocals were 

MARCO: I have these angrier', because that's 

hardcover kecks that I what I was feeling when 
carry around with me we wrote our IF SHAD- 
-everywhere l go. They are OWS EP. Those four 
filled, with my drawings, songs were written. when I 
poems, and randan, scat- had my jaw broken and 
oared thoughts. I write wired shut. I aoulch't talk, 
about anything in these so call I had ware iry kooks 
kooks. Eventually, all to write .in. I felt useless 
these pieces come for three months, 
together to make a song. Needless to say, I was an 
With this last, album, I angry young man. • Our 
found myself not writing new songs are the calm 
so rrdch the generic after die storm. We still 
heartbreak songs; rather, went to tear apart the 
I wrote about myself as world, but the means are 
different characters. The diffeent. 
themes of the album 

range from science-fic- SKRATCH: What is your 
tion books to musicals take on the whole digital 
and movies, it was fun revolution? Do you down 
being able to get cut of load music? 
the box for this one. GRHS: X still cbwnload 
There are definitely music here and there, but 
things in my books that I not as often as I used to. 
wouldn't want anyone to If anything, I think iTones 
read and that I would is killing the inciistry. 
never write a song about. They're a middleman 
I'm already scared about gathering profit’ from 
what people know about downloads. It’s really 

me through my songs. tough, but music via 
download is now a staple 
S K R A T CH : to finding new mjsic. I 
Y o u hilly appart it, bit it's 
start - such a mess right now. 

^1 off MARCO: I download 


cio you use 

Purevolume. com and 
MySpace.com to connect 
with fans? 

JON: Purevolume. com arid 
MySpace.com. are the 
biggest marketing tools 
we have, and every tend 
should use them. I love 
going on to MySpace.com 
to meet new people. We 
just e-mailed a guy from 
Virginia who was stoked 
that a band actually 
responded to him. 

MARCO.: P ure vo 1 ume . corn 
hooked it up, for' sure. Si 
four days we had 20,000 
hits, it was so sick. 

GREG: I am completely 
addicted to 

MySpace. com! 11 ■ s 

freakin’ a^jesotre. Talking 
to fans arid friends and 
having a cozy little corner 
of the internet for your 
tend is sweet. 


SKRATCH: How did you 
hook up with Dougtorain 
Records? 

MARCO: I got an e mail 
about Josh wanting more 
information about our 
tend. I just read it and 
was like, "OdoI, " and then 
I dismmarded it for a 
month,. One day I said to 


Doughmain and bring our 
arsenal of material. Let’s 
see what they are all 
about." We did it and 
J osh (Doughma in 

Records’s owner) was 
way cool. Two days later., 
he called us and said, "It's 
on." So, we got tlie con¬ 
tract and signed it. 


SKRATCH: What in your 
personal 


floating around or. 
the Internet. So, 

please go buy out: 
CD, and keep down, 
loading our' music, 
I as well. 


SKRATCH: Will you ven 
ture a way from the West 
Coast to proniote the CD 
or' will you try' to build 
your following locally 
before taking the ri.sk of 
playing' to six kids at a 


SKRATCH 


How 


IliMEMORY 
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a*" 1 Please mr gra\7edisger , # * - .. *■#- _ 

'•B&MifteSOS r^-. ’. gn C ^ CH: Who are some of your ^pusical influ- ' ' ' nice 

Exploding on the S#t' Diego sctene and featuring RICHIE: We all listen to a lot of different music sr, YJr-/ r0n 1 t of 5 lar9e crowcl 1 stHI think my favorite 
former members of rising metal outfit As I Lay it’s hard to say. For the most part i "s old nunk ^ =l V ®, t played w ? s at a Hall °ween party a couple 
Dying, the, six men. who comprise Please Mr. bands and newer bands that kind of woi^ within me bufthe JUS 10 th,s lirtle room of this hous e. 

Gravedigger know aijhing or two about creating more old-school” frame of mind (if vou can under 6 Sih thT ® , s ai 7? zin 9. and everyone was drunk, 
frfetoflfic yet intelligent music. On the outfit’s new stand what I mean by that) I mpan VA/ a X ea , tha t was fun - Also, playing with our friends in 

reWse, HERE’S TO THE LIFE OF THE PARTY, take a lot of cues from the clSsics Rarnn^ ?rf S ° hne T' 6856 and The Pl °' <° Blow Up the Eiffel 
the band mixes the’nuances of old-school hard- Black Flag, The Clash et al Also bandsl.Te The ® r '* a ' Ways a blast 
core 1>unk with a vivacious energy that has the Flyboys and The Crowd, early beach-nunk Qhit%k'RAtru u 

underground buzzing. ^® 'w 9 '®'® '1?? e influences into the hardcore process ritfs°yrics°lfcp GD S ° n9 9 ®' written <the 

[music] we ve all been involved with and then trv ripi-iip-' y ’ . 

When speaking to band members Richie and ing to expand from there. I really like the eneravTn Si will hrli^ *® con ' nbute ®- Usually, Tommy, Ruben, 

Brandon via e-mail, we got to know a little bit more the hardcore scene, but it’s notreaTvwhere \ rhLn^Ji £ ,deas for riffs lni be completely 

about the band that has all of the tools to blow up want to be pigeonholed musically sowp ™™ nged b L he ? lme we actual, y practice. Johnny will 

in the very near future. Read the interview so that work with all of it. USICa " y ' so we try to come up wi h an interesting take on it, and Thomas and 


KJUl uit; Udl IU U Id L i Ido dll ui me lUVJia iu uiuvv up vvemi iu ut; pigeOf 

the very near future. Read the interview so that work with all of it. R , ~ r ' • iar\c un u, ana i nomas and 

iu can boast to all your friends that you knew BRANDON: We’ve been compared to Murder alllhe^vrics ’ P thn?nh W ' th arran 9 ement - Tomm V and I write 

, v/ - l~* . Hftfinitfilx/ an i rr f 11 inn DDAlinL, . 


you can __ 
them when 


Pitv a Int a „;*u ^ymparea to Murder all the lyrics, 

bu, y more so" SVtf S iTqoeT bul 1 ^? T° h *? ,he table as aa writ- 

SKRATCH: How did you come up with the band s Tommy has been influenced a lot‘by Ho^ sSnVco^ 


Snakes 

RICHIE: Well, the band started up under a differ- .. _ ~ ” w — r ^ ° M'^uy yuuu juu ot worKinq 

ent name. We were like this permanent side proj- SKRATCH: Is there any animosity between vnu nutrnmo everyone has a little something to do with the 
ect. Everyone else was involved in something else, and the guys from As I Lay Dyinq? y uuiuome. 

and I was the only one really looking for something RICHIE: Yeah. Fuck those fucks Kiddino l SKRAtph- uv h =, a 

permanent and I'm always thinking of band actually have no idea why you'd ask this niTes vminm,=h Whatdoes tbe next six-12 months look like for 

names and shit. So I called Tommy and Brandon tion. We're all on great terms Thev've been tho R?rwic S; r 

and told them that one day one of the bands I want-biggest support and part of the y reason thm rnast thTa, U ah 9 'r- h0P a fully ' ln Se P l --Oct. up the West 
ed to be in should be called Please Mr. we've been able to dowhat we’ve doneinthe A hSn?h nada, TK and then down throu 9 h the 
Gravedigger (after the Bowie song), and we went first place. Great guys. he umk and back home - Then we’re either going out on a 

with >*• BRANDON: I think Tim has been the binnPQt i L eXCUrs,0n or overseas or something. Hopefully 

BRANDON: The name we had before it became supporter of ours, and if it weren’t fn 9 r 9 hk RRANnnkf ? GW [ ecord wntten and read y to record. 9 
Please Mr. Gravedigger was horrible. I wouldn’t advice and help, we would never have qotten betaa oi? nn th^nan"* *2 !? U u and tour and tour 1 <ove 

” B *" "■ a ssa*- “ "»-* ™ 

SKRATCH: Describe the band’s sound. two of my favorite people in the world I inul rkratpw- ia/k * k ^ 

RICHIE: We’re just a punk band. We try to do some-those guys so much Even thouoh hpw ikP^ 9 H ' Wht bands have you not P la y ed with tha t you’d 
thing new from time to time, but it’s just energetic, came after me, the new quys (Nick Phil and riphir- i, 

fun punk music. Clint) have been nothing but awesome d into Th^ nt T th ^ FTC 0ne day ' ,Ve been real, y 

BRANDON: The most mind-blowing musical-theatre There would never be 9 any animositv Exnln^inn 1 Tho r tl ^ °°’ [as wel1 as] R y e Coalition, The 

rock group that has ever been. between us. y ammos,t y ^P'°p'°o .The Catheters.... 

BRANDON: I d love to play with The Explosion or The Bronx 

SKRATCH: What was the most challenging aspect SKRATCH: What has been your best aio tn h/nd* 71 W ° Uld be t0 0pen for Fu 9azi. I fucking love that 
of making the new album? date, and why? 9 9 0 oana. 

RICHIE: I hate recording, but making this record was RICHIE: Shows are good for different rea- SKRATPH- m.n .. * 

a blast. Some of the most challenging aspects of sons. We played our 7"-record-?elease RIPHIF 0 ^' m D°L ir l t P u MGD ’ rm -" 

making the record were just writing songs that we show at a record store in El Cajon where B RAN DO N S Mm!i rTf 0 ^ ’ b us b '* • 

wanted to record and putting out something we were they’d never had a show before The thinn BKANUON - Mov,n 9 furniture, masturbating, or drunk, 

actually proud of. It’s easy to be critical. I mean, we was booked about a day-and-a-ha^ 

all hate everything, but for different reasons. before the show and the entire Dromntinn 

BRANDON: Just being in the studio all day can start was word of mouth, yet we ended ud w^h 
to wear you out. I think Tommy kind of lives for that a great turnout. It was a lot of fun Then 
shit, but I think the rest of us get tired of it after a we’ve opened up for some bigger acts 
while. which was exciting, too Majority Rule’ 

The Blood Brothers, The Hooe 

SKRATCH: Why should someone see a Please Mr. Conspiracy, tons more M 

Gravedigger show?^ , BRANDON: All the opening for biqqer 

RICHIE: It’s an overwhelming sexual experience. . bands is definitely awesome It’s aiwav/c 
BRANDON: The bulgeTn Richie's pants. ~ ’ "saiways 


What advice would you give to aspiring musi- 


SKRATCH: 
cians? 

RICHE: Just play and have fun. Too many people seem wav 
l°n°H < ? once 7 led about bullshit. Just like what you’re playinq 
aad k ® ap d0,n 9 "■ Fuck the bullshit. "Less head more P hearr 
as a wise man once said. 

f B un A Fv D c .n^ : r, DOn ’ t w ? rry ab °u< anything, except for having 
Ih® !. no one e se lked wba t we were doing I'd like to 
think that we'd still be doing it. u ' 
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the headlining band, Copeland. There was an 
almost equal amount of excitement for their set. 
You definitely would not think to couple the bands, 
as their sounds are completely different...yet it 
worked. Fans of Emery were just as big of fans of 
Copeland. The four boys from Georgia opened with 
a favorite off their full-length. By this time, the show 
had completely sold out. Although Copeland’s 
music is pretty mellow, they are able to really bring 
it to life during the live show. The crowd was singing 
along to every line. The band played a few new 
songs from their EP of covers but pleased the 
crowd with a lot of old songs, including a very old 
song off their first demo. 

Overall, the night really was a success. The antici¬ 
pation that had built from the start of the show to the 
bands everyone was waiting for really was satisfied. 

I don’t think anyone walked away from that show 
unhappy or disappointed I know I didn’t. 

ACCEPTANCE 

GATSBY’S AMERICAN 
DREAM 

THE SNAKE THE CROSS 
THE CROWN 

HALFWAY HOME 

August 20, 2004 

@ Chain Reaction (Anaheim, CA) 

By Beth Van Boxtel 

Every time that Acceptance or Gatsby’s American 
Dream have landed in Southern California, I make a 
considerable effort to attend each of their shows. 
These bands work extremely hard to promote their 
latest albums. This show had come right at the time 
of GAD’s latest release, IN THE LAND OF LOST 
MONSTERS; and The Snake the Cross the Crown’s 
upcoming release of MANDER SALIS. 

Kicking off the show was a local Orange County 
band called Halfway Home. Most known for their 
Internet presence and promotion, they come from a 
label called the Death Scene. Not nearly as death- 
minded as the label implies, HH ripped through their 
set with insurmountable energy. The guitarists 
shined brilliantly with their ability to play tightly and 
on-key. The microphone swinging was, in part, a bit 
monotonous, but that didn’t stop the crowd from 
being fascinated by the music. The bassist 
appeared to be convulsing to every beat, which 
impressed me greatly. The sweet harmonies and 
guitar riffs, as strong as a freight train, pulled them 
through the 25 minutes they were allowed on the 
stage. Look for these guys on tour with The Chiodos 
Bros and Portugal the Man in October. 

A slower tempo and mellow sound was to follow this 
crazy rock storm. The Snake the Cross the Crown 
(on Equal Vision Records) were a gentle, soothing 
appeal to my ears. The keys were prevalent, and the 
vocals were sometimes paved over by the melodies. 
As the set progressed, the drums began pounding 
deeply, and the guitars became increasingly pierc¬ 
ing and intense. This type of slower music tests my 
patience the most. I enjoy most genres of music; 
however, if there is a lack of tempo or not a whole lot 
of movement on the stage, then my ears and mind 
begin to drift and I stop paying attention. With five 
minutes remaining in their set time, TSTCTC 
brought my focus back to them with their powerful 
creative ballad (which included an acoustic guitar, 


pie paid attention. Even though he put on a strong 
set with a band (he usually performs acoustically), 
the crowd was distracted throughout the entire run 
of songs. Scott Windsor (the singer/songwriter that 
IS The Lyndsay Diaries) put forth a few new songs, 
as well as a good share of his older tracks. 


Regardless of the A D D. crowd, their attention was 
definitely stolen for the next band. There was a 
sheet draped in front of the entire stage, like a the¬ 
atre curtain. One difference from a theatre curtain: it 
never was drawn back. The Evan Anthem played 
their entire set behind this draped sheet with lights 
behind them so that the only thing the audience saw 
was the members’ silhouettes. It was a really cre¬ 
ative effect, but really boring for those who were not 
already fans. Their sound was extremely bass-driv¬ 
en, with sequences looped into every song. The 
crowd—though their attention was grabbed—was 
not too into it. 


The distracted crowd, though annoying for the open¬ 
ing bands, I’m sure, made it very easy to see who 
everyone came out for. When The Evan Anthem tore 
down their equipment, almost immediately the antic¬ 
ipation in the venue grew tenfold. It seemed like 
nobody could contain themselves; they just 
absolutely could not wait any longer for what was to 
come—what they had been waiting for. Finally, 
Emery took the stage, and it'all became clear. With 
stage presence and a sound like Emery’s, you claim 
everybody’s devotion, attention, and focus. No won¬ 
der people could not wait, as Emery were 110% 
deserving of the excitement and anticipation. There 
was a ridiculous amount of energy pouring off the 
stage and feeding off the energy in the crowd. The 
stage was a mass of constant movement. The 
sound itself seemed to lend to the motion. Emery’s 
emotional mix of screamo is the product of immense 
measures of heart, dedication, and love for what 
they do. Their fans cannot help but take part of that, 
as well. I could spend time telling you that the image 
of the band was a bit haphazard (only the key¬ 
boardist seemed to really belong in the band; every¬ 
one else had their own sense of style completely 
contrasting to what you would expect), but it did not 
matter, because they took everyone’s breath away 
with their show 


end 


breath at the 
way perfectly 


out 


think 


everyone 




for 
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TEE EVAN ANTEEM 


TEE LYNDSAY DIARIES 


July 24, 2004 

@ Chain Reaction (Anaheim, CA) 
Text by Tiffany Chow 
Photos by Heather Jagger 


Chain Reaction was stuffed. There was a healthy 
amount of excitement buzzing through the crowd, an 
intense anticipation for what was to come that night. 
The venue was alive with energy from the wide vari¬ 
ety of kids who had showed up for the show. I do not 
envy a band having to open up to such a crowd. 
They clearly were there for a certain reason, to see 
a certain band, and any other act basically is seen 
as some sort of obstacle to who they’re really there 
for. Therefore, when The Lyndsay Diaries got 
onstage to officially begin the night, not many peo- 
























shakers, and a tambourine). With a moniker repre¬ 
senting the moles on their drummer's back, 
TSTCTC proves themselves time after time with 
their ability to create such dramatically different 
music. 

Possibly one of the best shows I’ve ever seen them 
play, Gatsby’s American Dream shone through with 
their flawless set. What separated this set from oth¬ 
ers was the array of songs played. Some came from 
their previous album, RIBBONS & SUGAR, while 
the others were directly off of IN THE LAND OF 
THE LOST MONSTERS, their latest release. 
Although the band started out a little rough, they 
smoothed out the edges and quickly stirred in the 
hearts of the audience. Captivated by their swift 
motions, dance moves, and hyperactivity, I fell back 
in love with GAD. Even with a new guitarist, the 
band seemed polished in every aspect. The one 
thing I noticed that could use a little work is some 
variance in the live versions of their song. I think 
they are missing song intros or unique bridges that 
could bring the set together more tightly. 

Merely three weeks before the beginning of this tour, 
Acceptance finished recording the tracks for their 
upcoming, as-yet-untitled album, which is due next 
March. Needless to say, they were a bit apprehen¬ 
sive when it came to introducing the new songs to the 
audience. As they played two consecutive new 
songs, it became evident that the band is moving in 
a louder, diverse direction. All of their songs were, in 
many respects, catchy (like their single, 
“Permanent”). The more rock-induced sound didn’t 
stop the audience from fumbling forward in support of 
the guys. Acceptance had a relaxed stage presence, 
and vocalist Jason Vena peered directly at members 
in the crowd, which convinced me of their profession¬ 
alism as a band. From the EP BLACK LINES TO 
BATTLEFIELDS, Acceptance performed “Hold On”, 
which was definitely a crowd favorite. My favorite 
thing about Acceptance is when they harmonize. It 
reminds me of Jimmy Eat World. Not a bad reference 
for a band that’s been around only since 1998. 

BEN KWELLER 
THE UNICORNS 

August 26, 20.04 

@ House of Blues (Anaheim, CA) 

By Mindy Poder 

The curtains parted and displayed the three members 
of The Unicorns sprawled on the floor, motionless and 
face down. After a good five minutes, the curtains 
closed and re-opened to introduce a very alive band 
with even more quirky actions hidden under Nick 


Diamonds’s white, Adam Green-like superhero 
sleeve. After a few songs, a half-naked man walked 
around in leather pants, and Nick Diamonds intro¬ 
duced his band as “Ben Kweller,” explaining “I’m Ben, 
he’s Kwel, and he’s Er”; and asking, "How were The 
Unicorns?" The quirky humor of the band not only 
spices up their live show, but it’s a reason why their 
songs are so successful. Songs from their second 
album, WHO WILL CUT OUR HAIR WHEN WE’RE 
GONE? (such as “Tuff Ghost”, “Inoculate the 
Innocuous”, and “Ghost Mountain”) made up the 
majority of their set. After singing a verse from ‘The 
Clap", the band combined TLC’s “No Scrubs” and 
Destiny’s Child’s “Say My Name” into a short, enter¬ 
taining medley. Diamonds, not aware of the lack of 
movement and enthusiasm from most Southern 
California crowds, tried winning the audience’s inter¬ 
est with insults, such as: “You guys are so ugly.” The 
band also expressed their distaste for corporate 
“Disneytown” and reminisced back to 1986, when 
Disneyland was just “about the rides.” After admitting 
their prejudices toward people who dress up in cos¬ 
tumes (i.e , Disneyland’s characters), Diamonds con¬ 
fessed that he was just trying to be “irreverent.” The 
best part of the set was when Diamonds jumped into 
the crowd and pumped his right fist in the air, emulat¬ 
ing what an enthusiastic fan should do. Kids in the 
crowd started ferociously petting Diamonds, while 
Ginger Alden was having seizures on the floor and 
J’aime Tambeur was pounding away at his drum 
machine. “I Was Born (a Unicorn)” marked the end of 
their set and proved that Diamonds, Alden, and 
Tambeur are worthy of the name ‘The Unicorns.” Like 
the fabled animal, the boys are captivating creatures 
of hard-to-believe ferocity and strength. 

After 45 minutes of wishing The Unicorns would 
come back on, Ben Kweller and his boot-wearing 
band graced the stage to a crowd ranging from 13- 
year-old girls at their first show to cigarette-smoking 
scenesters looking to meet up with their 
Myspace.com friends. Hopefully the latter got over 
their disappointment of realizing their Internet friends 
don’t look as cute in real life while Kweller played a 
balanced medley of songs from his two albums. 
“Living Life” made its debut on this tour and pro¬ 
voked members of the crowd to sway their lighters 
While The Unicorns did not play the fan favorite 
“Jellybones”, Kweller treated the crowd to exactly 
what they wanted to hear with “Wasted and Ready”. 

Even though the show featured only two musical 
acts instead of the usual three or more, I did not 
feel even the slightest bit of sadness. Instead of a 
lineup adorned with bands acting as fillers, Ben 
Kweller and The Unicorns understood .what the 
audience wanted. What the audience wanted, as 
sung by Ben Kweller during “Ann Disaster”, was “a 
piece of [him]." I left with a few pieces and an even 
greater desire for more. 


Chain Reaction is a great club! The opportunity to 
see a band up close and a good sound system 
make it one of my favorite places to hear live 
music in SoCal. So, I was very pleased that 
Bullets and Octane chose Chain for its CD- 
release party. I figured that the antic stage show 
the guys put on could only be better there than it 
had been at the Anaheim House of Blues (where 
I’d seen them perform before). When I arrived at 
8 p.m., hot like (A) rocket was about halfway 
through a set. The San Diego-based group plays 
music that mixes indie, emo, and hardcore, 
resulting in a group of songs that are nicely var¬ 
ied in sound I heard “Labia Extension” (no, I 
haven’t seen an advertisement for this procedure 
on Comedy Central yet, despite the seemingly 
endless repetition of the penis-enlargement ad 
the station runs), “The Problem”, “Can You Help 
Me”, and “Bliss”. The slower songs tended to be 
a bit too emo for my taste, but I liked the group’s 
harder material. 

The Strays were added to the night’s line-up at the 
last minute when another band cancelled. I’m really 
glad that I was there to hear this new group. 
Comprised of musicians who have played separate¬ 
ly for an average of 10 years apiece, this very tight 
four-piece produced a set of really driven pop/rock 
that reminded me of The London Suede, with just a 
hint of Radiohead and The Beatles on the slower 
numbers. Toby Marriot’s vocals are really striking, 
with subtle nuance in his phrasing. Perhaps some 
of his gift is inherited: his father was the late Steve 
Marriot, vocalist for early-’70s Brit bands Humble 
Pie and Small Faces. The Strays played a nine- 
song set. Standouts were “Life Support”, “Start a 
Riot", and “Peach Acid”. The group has recorded an 
EP, which will be released in the near future 

Chain Reaction seemed disproportionately full of 
single girls. When Bullets and Octane ascended 
the stage, there was a bout of prolonged shrieking 
that reminded me of old news clips of The Beatles 
arriving in the U S. for the first time. No wonder! Not 
only are the members of the five-piece extraordi¬ 
narily cute—even by boy-band standards—but they 
























put on an incredible show that involves removing 
shirts, pumping hips, and leaping about. Most 
important, though, is the music, which is a powerful 
blend of rhythm-based, hip-shaking rock ‘n’ roll set 
to a fast, punkish beat. It makes you want to break 
a chair and then make out with someone. And, 
appropriate to the genre, the lyrics are about pas¬ 
sionate urges (my favorite having to do with putting 
someone’s daddy in a microwave). There’s a defi¬ 
nite Elvis flavor to vocalist Gene’s voice and stage 
presence, which definitely add to Bullets and 
Octanes’ appeal. My favorite songs were “Save Me 
Sorrow”, “Sweet Dreams”, “Pirates”, and 
“Professional Victim”. The band’s brand new CD, 
REVELRY, captures its live energy and power just 
fine. You should run out and buy it ASAP. 

The last band of the evening, Jonny Was, is an L.A. 
County-based four-piece that plays the kind of 
upbeat, punkish garage music that is popular right 
now. (I don’t mean that in a bad way.) I liked the 
group’s harder songs, one of which had satirical 
lyrics and reminded me of Angry Samoans and had 
a chorus that (I think) included the line “I don’t want 
to go to Burbank.” Who does? I can’t say that Jonny 
Was played as tight and strong a set as the rest of 
the bands that performed during the evening, but the 
group members seemed younger, and, although 
there are two guys in the band who switch off on 
lead vocals, the vocals seemed hesitant and were 
overpowered by the guitar, bass, and drums. 

I really felt like I’d been lucky to be at Chain that 
night, in part because I got to hear The Strays and 
get an advance copy of the group’s CD, which I 
have been listening to repeatedly since. I also 
have been playing Bullets and Octane’s REVEL¬ 
RY over and over, as well. Check out both of the 
bands as soon as you can—especially if you can 
see them live. 


THE BRIEFS 
NARCOLEPTIC YOUTH 
THE CROWD 
THE DIFFS 

September 10, 2004 
@ the Troubadour (West Hollywood) 

By Jennifer Moncayo 

The night started off with The Diffs, which I missed. 
However, later I was informed that the band is a 
bunch of youngsters, one band member being the 
son of somebody from T.S.O. L. People said they 
actually rocked, but that is all hearsay. The next 
band to grace the stage was The Crowd. The Crowd 
formed in the late 1970s out of Orange County as 
one of the original beach-punk bands The band has 
triumphed through time and a couple lineup 
changes. I walked in during the end of their set to a 
semi-filled room of people rocking out, which includ¬ 
ed lead singer of Youth Brigade, Shawn Stern. Lead 
singer and original member Jim Decker stood out in 
his all white attire, as he passionately paced around 
singing. Although the room was not packed, the peo¬ 
ple watching seemed to appreciate the band as they 
gracefully sang along. 

Narcoleptic Youth (from Corona, CA) came out next 
in full force and with all members wearing black 
pants, black dress shirts, and royal blue ties. They 
also added what I guess would be considered a 
twist on the office look, as they sported painted 
faces (perhaps inspired for their love of The Adicts 
and Misfits). Lead singer Joey Bondage had black 
Xs painted on his face with white face makeup and 
black lipstick. The rest of the band members had 
some variation of the black makeup around their 
eyes. Narcoleptic Youth originally formed in 1992 
and have endured a couple of lineup changes over 
the years, the latest being in 2003. Their sound is a 
meshing of multiple punk-rock styles to create their 
own. The best way to describe their music is 


Alkaline Trio meets AFI meets a not as rough¬ 
sounding The Casualties. The band had good 
crowd participation, as people ran around stirring 
up a pit for their particular favorite songs, while a 
herd of people sang along in the front. They cov¬ 
ered a Misfits’ song, which was not very impressive 
to me. It seemed to lack...accuracy, style? I don’t 
know. This was my first time catching their set, 
despite the many times they have been on a bill for 
a show. I always somehow miss them. They seem 
to have a large fan base, so if you have not seen 
them, go check them out and see what you think. 
As for me, I won’t be heartbroken if I miss them 
again. Maybe it was the makeup, or maybe it was 
their style of music. Go see for yourself. 

The night and the real fun officially started when The 
Briefs took the stage. I finally felt alive and remem¬ 
bered why I was at the Troubadour. The Briefs are a 
punk band from Seattle, and they possess amazing 
style, talent, and energy. The whole place seemed 
to come alive, as all of a sudden there were people 
everywhere jumping around and singing their 
favorite songs. The audience (including myself) 
went crazy as they played some of their greatest 
hits. They played a load of songs off their album HIT 
AFTER HIT, such as “Knife”, “New Shoes”, “Poor 
and Weird”, and “Rotten Love”. They also played 
some new songs off their new album SEX 
OBJECTS, such as “Sex Objects”, “Destroy the 
USA”, and "Sally I Can’t Go to the Beach”. Their set 
also included “We Americans”, “Ain’t It the Truth”, 
and a cover of The Boys’ song “It’s My First Time”. It 
was an amazing set that left everyone sweaty and 
tired from jumping around so much. 

The night was all about The Briefs. Every show The 
Briefs put on is true fun. The energy, humor, and fun 
that you experience from listening to their CDs are 
multiplied by 10, making it hard for them to disap¬ 
point. Everyone at their shows cannot help but 
dance around, rock out, or feel the energy. After the 
show was over and my friends and I were on our 
way home, we listened to their CD. You know that if 
you can still listen to the band’s CD you just saw, 
they did something right. If you haven’t experienced 
The Briefs, you are missing out. Also, bass player 
Lance Romance informed me that they are coming 
out with a new video for their latest album, SEX 
OBJECTS, which will be out in circulation in the near 
future—so get ready. 

UNDErMNDED 
tvJE ^AtO-IEJ 
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September 11, 2004 
® the House of Blues (Anaheim, CA) 

Text by Todd Markel 

Sometimes attending a punk show at the House of 
Blues in Anaheim can be a slightly surreal experi¬ 
ence. If you’ve never been there, it’s in a shopping 
area called Downtown Disney, which is located right 
next to Disneyland and California Adventure. After 
you park in a massive parking lot, you have to make 
your way through thousands of tired, fat tourists who 
are at the end of a long day of having fun. They are 
completely oblivious to what is going on here 
tonight. They may look and stare at all the strange- 
looking kids hanging out and attribute it to being in 
“wacky” California, not knowing that a legendary 
Orange County punk band is holding court. I had to 
wind my way through the masses twice—once to the 
club to find out that I did not have a photo pass, then 
back to the car with my camera, back through the 
crowd of Mickey Mouse ears, and into to the club 
Unfortunately, by this time, I’ve missed 
Undermined’s set 


This actually gave me the chance to get a beer and 
get well situated before the next band started. The 
Matches (from Oakland) played a well-received set. 
My first impression was that they were just another 
one of those cute boy band with messy hair all 
decked out in their punk outfits playing poppy, 
catchy songs, but after a few songs I realized that 
they were a little deeper and that I was enjoying their 
show—as was most of the crowd. They played a 
number of songs off of their Epitaph-released CD E. 
VON DAHL KILLED THE LOCALS. Lead guitarist 
Jon Devoto has a striking, large blonde afro, as well 
as some radical high kicks that that keep you watch¬ 
ing him to see what he’ll do next. Among the songs 
played, the one that stands out in my mind the most 
was one called “The Restless”, which had a lot of 
their mostly female fans singing along, ‘These are 
the moments we’ll remember for the rest of our rest¬ 
less lives.” Lead singer Shawn Harris stayed in the 
photo pit, signing autographs for quite a while after 
their set, much to the delight of the front row. You 
can look The Matches up on the Web at www.the- 
matches.com. 

Finally, what the crowd was waiting for. The Vandals 
started their show with a little pre-recorded “Vandals 
introduction music” that slowly built to a crescendo just 
before the curtain went up. Then, the familiar bass line 
from “Summer Loving” started, and soon the crowd 
was singing back ‘Tell me more, tell me more—did you 
get in her pants.” Ever-smiling singer Dave 
Quakenbush showed the crowd that they had a cell 
phone on stage, and he then gave out the phone num¬ 
ber for the crowd to call or text message in their 
requests. What a great idea, totally brilliant. Very soon 
the phone rang, and the first request was for “Oi to the 
World", which they immediately played. Dave showed 
the crowd a Vandals lyrics book that he said he 
acquired on eBay, so he was ready for anything the 
request line might throw his way. Among the songs 
played were “Join Me for Pong”, ‘That’s a Fact”, “Pizza 
Tran”, and “Anarchy Burger”. One of my favorites was 
“All the People that Go to Hell” from the FEAR OF A 
PUNK PLANET SHOW. And for all the old people in 
the crowd, they played “My Neck, My Back” off of their 
latest CD, HOLLYWOOD POTATO CHIP. The encore 
consisted of the hilarious classic “My Girlfriend’s 
Dead”, and then ‘The Clown Prince of Punk”. Warren 
Fitzgerald posed this question to the crowd: “What’s 
the most important thing in life? Your family? No, your 
health? No. The most important thing in life is to have 
a good time.” With that said, they kicked into their cover 
of the Queen song “Don’t Stop Me Now”, during the 
middle of which Warren brought out a large ladder and 
decided to get over his fear of heights. (If you’ve seen 
previous Vandals shows, you know he has no fear of 
heights—and that he’s not afraid to take a fall for the 
team.) With a microphone between his legs while 
standing on top of a large folding ladder and playing a 
mini-guitar, Warren did a blistering guitar solo. It was 
incredible. He tossed down his guitar to a roadie and 
took a short tumble. Wow, big ending! The request line 
was great, the new CD kicks ass. The Vandals are 
always amazing and never predictable. I can’t wait for 
this year’s annual Christmas show. (A funny footnote, 
as we were filing out, a “Disney” announcement comes 
over the PA. “Disneyland is now closed, and this tram 
is heading for the Mickey and Donald lots only.”) 

TSOL 

DEVIL’S JUNCTION 
DEEP EYNDE 
ORDER OF THE FLY 
THE DIFFS 

September 16, 2004 
@ the Showcase Theater (Corona, CA) 
by Marcia Taylor 

The last time I’d seen TSOL play was two years 
ago at the Inland Invasion, where the band per- 






formed a high-energy midday set despite the 
100-plus degree heat. So I was very happy to 
head out to the Showcase in Corona—even on 
a work night—to see my favorite O.C. band. 
Unfortunately, I had to work late that night and 
missed the first two bands that played, The 
Diffs and Order of the Fly. I’d seen the latter a 
couple of years ago at the same venue (open¬ 
ing for Damnation). They wore sci-fi-type cos¬ 
tumes and played rock ‘n’ roll. The Showcase 
was very crowded, even though it was a 
Thursday night, with an audience made up of 
about two-thirds kids and one-third old-school 
TSOL fans like me. 

Deep Eynde, a Los Angeles-based five-piece, 
began its set with a hard, fast number with typical 
punk riffage. The group played nine songs, which 
mixed punk and rock nicely. I liked the slower 
songs, because they showcased vocalist Fate 
Fatal’s smooth baritone (which reminded me of 
The Damned’s Dave Vanian). The rock numbers 
also included some excellent guitar work by Eric 
and Tino. The two other members of Deep Eynde 
are Sean Vomit on bass and Hal Satan on drums. 

I spoke to Fatal after the set, and he mentioned 
how cool it was to play with TSOL, one of his 
band’s influences. He added that, having grown up 
in L.A., he was a major fan of X and other “local 
heroes.” I could definitely hear X’s influence in the 
band’s sound, along with The Misfits’. According to 
Fatal, the band was asked by club management to 
end its set early, so they left out two of the group’s 
favorite numbers. 

Devil’s Junction was scheduled to play next, but 
they never showed up to perform, so there was a 
longish stretch before TSOL took the stage, as 
the band hadn’t expected to go on until 10:30 p.m: 
As always, any TSOL performance was well worth 
a wait. The three original members—Jack 
Grisham on vocals, Ron Emory on guitar, and 
Mike Roche on bass—were joined by original key¬ 
board player Greg Kuehn and Tiny from The 
Dickies on drums. Fortunately, “Tiny” is a mis¬ 
nomer, both in terms of his size and his drumming 
style. He’s a big guy (like the rest of the band 
members), and he has a solid, fat sound, which is 
necessary when playing with Roche and Emory. 
As I have said before, what sets TSOL apart from 
other O.C. punk bands is the way the band mixes 
punk and rock to produce a sound that is unique 
lyrically and musically, as well as just incredibly 
intense—especially live. When the band first 
began playing together again in 1999, it was with¬ 
out the keyboards. While I didn’t miss them at the 
time, after having heard the band now with 
Kuehn, I have to say that keyboards only improve 
the sound. TSOL began the set with “See You 
Tomorrow” (from the group’s latest, DIVIDED WE 
STAND), which featured a blistering guitar solo by 
Emory, and that transitioned directly into old- 
school classic “Superficial Love”, then “Sodomy” 
(from DISAPPEAR), and finally “World War III”. 
The rest of the set mixed past favorites (e g., 
“Abolish Government”, “Beneath the Shadows”, 
“Wash Away”, “Man and Machine”) with more 
songs from DISAPPEAR and DIVIDED WE 
STAND. As much as you can enjoy TSOL on disc, 
you HAVE to see the group live to appreciate its 
raw power. Also, Grisham’s repartee between 
numbers is always very entertaining. Although 
he’s abandoned inciting live sex acts onstage and 
encouraging violence, he*still dishes out political 
observations and sarcastic remarks about annoy¬ 
ing audience members (such as the very inarticu¬ 
late guy with the ‘fro who wouldn’t leave the stage 
and was attempting to praise Emory’s inimitable 
guitar playing). He also forbade the security staff 
to eject kids from the stage. As always, TSOL took 
requests from the audience and (of course) con¬ 
cluded the set with “Code Blue”, which is one of 
those signature songs that a band MUST play in 
order to avoid a riot popping off. I left the show 
wrung out physically and emotionally from 
TSOL ...but that’s always how it is. 


ROY ZIMMERMAN’S 
PATRIOT ACT 

September 17, 2004 
@ San Gennaro Cafe (Culver City, CA) 

By the Jeff Penalty 

I’m just gonna come out and say it: a lot of punk 
bands really suck. I know, I know, it’s a controversial 
position. But sarcasm aside, I speak the truth. 
Anyone with a shred of intelligence—or failing that, 
a speck of hear—has grown tired of punk bands that 
are uncreative, uninspiring, and have nothing to say 
So I’m not reviewing a punk show today: I’m review¬ 
ing a show by singer/songwriter Roy Zimmerman, 
who might be more qualified to call himself a punk 
than any'number of the bands waving that flag 
around these days. 

I first saw Roy in 2001, when he opened for Jello 
Biafra at a benefit show for Denise Munro Robb, a 
Green Party candidate for L.A. City Council.' I 
clapped politely as this tall, bespectacled man with 
an acoustic guitar took the stage, not expecting 
much. But I would soon learn that this was no ordi¬ 
nary man. This was Roy Zimmerman, a unique type 
of superhero who possesses the power to nearly 
coax urine from the unwilling bladders of his audi¬ 
ence members via laughter. He delivered some of 
the smartest satirical songs that I’d ever heard— 
among them, a march about the Star Wars Missile 
Defense System called “Guns in Space”, and an 
unforgettably side-splitting ballad about the state of 
the world called “One World, One Bank”. 
Unabashedly left-wing and unquestionably funny, I 
liked this guy. 

Recently, Roy has been performing regularly at 
the San Gennaro Cafe in Culver City, and I finally 
caught the show. Unlike the benefit where I first 
saw him, Roy does a full set at San Genarro, giv¬ 
ing the audience their 12 bucks worth by playing 
for close to an hour. That may sound like a long 
time, but with songs like “My Conservative 
Girlfriend” (“She only deals in quality narcotics 
and guns / She’s got a Mexican wallet made of 
real Mexicans”), “Jerry Fallwell’s God”, and 
“Punish the People”, you can’t help but ask for 
more. It’s hard to say which is more impressive: 
Roy’s mastery of the guitar or his keen lyrical 
prowess. In “Burn, Goody Stewart, Burn”, Roy 
goes toe-to-toe with one of my other favorite 
bands, Screeching Weasel, by finding not one but 
TWO rhymes for the word “uterus.” And if you put 
a distorted guitar over Roy’s lyrics for 
“Chickenhawk” (or any number of his other topical 
songs), you’d have the perfect opening track for 
ROCK AGAINST BUSH, VOLUME III. Beyond his 
obvious talent as a songwriter, Roy is a true 
showman, and his “Patriot Act” flows seamlessly. 
It’s part concert, part stand-up act, and Roy keeps 
the zingers coming via lyrics, jokes, and the occa¬ 
sional timely quote from the day’s papers. There’s 
no mosh pit, there’s no skinhead asshole spilling 
his beer everywhere, and the toilets in the venue 
are in working condition—but hopefully some of 
you punks out there can still somehow manage to 
appreciate a show like Roy’s. 

With an election coming up and an administra¬ 
tion that is sure- to go down in history as the 
worst-to-date still (somehow) holding power, 
musicians like Roy provide a necessary release 
of political tension. If. you’re anything like me, 
your heart has been warmed over the past cou¬ 
ple years as more and more punk oands- have 
re-politicized the genre...and you also enjoy a 
good laugh. My suggestion: visit and cart your¬ 
self over to Roy’s next show. And please 
encourage everyone you know to help vote 
George out before he kills again. 


VOTES* AWARENESS 

TOUR: 

THE FORMAT 
STEEL TRAIN 
LIMBECK 
HELLOGOODBYE 
TICKERTRPE PARADE 

September 19, 2004 
@ the Glass House (Pomona, CA) 

By Beth Van Boxtel 

On a whim, I ventured to the famous Glass House to 
see one of my all-time favorite bands, The Format. 
Previous to this show, I had the privilege of seeing 
The Format with Steel Train twice in two months. 
Along with ST, The Format had also taken Reuben’s 
Accomplice on the road for several shows. Reuben’s 
Accomplice was scheduled to play this “first” date of 
the Voter Awareness Tour but was unable to get to 
the venue on time. Tickertape Parade was called in 
at the last minute and delighted the crowd with their 
opening set. Unfortunately, I didn’t arrive at the Glass 
House in time to see them play. 

Surrounded by the 315 other young people in atten¬ 
dance (most of them dancing), I gazed at the commo¬ 
tion happening on the stage. Heliogoodbye was in the 
middle of “Dear Jamie...Sincerely Me”, and I was sure 
the stage would break from all of the movement. There 
was a volatile combination of Jesse slamming down on 
his keyboard and the rest of the guys rocking out to 
their upbeat rhythms and catchy tunes. I was amazed 
by their ability to play with such energy song after song. 
They finished off their set with “Shimmy Shimmy 
Quarter Turn”, a sure-fire crowd-pleaser, while a per¬ 
son dressed up in a beer bottle costume was drench¬ 
ing the audience with his Super Soaker water gun. 
Overall, it was a fun set not to be missed. Check them 
out on tour with other Drive-Thru Records’ bands 
(including Steel Train, Socratic, An Angle, and Halifax). 

Limbeck took me by surprise. Streaming from the 
speakers came these fundamental, solid rock 
melodies topped with rousing vocals and sentimental 
lyrics. The vocals were completely bearable, but they 
matched the style of music that Limbeck was playing. 
Their songs “Juliette” and “Ohio” immensely satisfied 
me because of the vocalist’s tone and ability to hit 
every note flawlessly. Hiding in the shadows on stage 
was Chris from the band Melee accompanying 
Limbeck on keys. The finale blew my mind. I was con¬ 
vinced that this band had lots of live experience under 
their belt to finish a show with a final song that includ¬ 
ed a mesmerizing guitar solo. Limbeck will be record¬ 
ing their next album in January of 2005, with a tenta¬ 
tive release next spring on Doghouse Records. 

Every show for Steel Train is remarkably different. 
This night, ST was sticking to their slower, more 
heart-wrenching songs—although they broke out into 
what seemed like a jam session between the gui¬ 
tarist, keyboardist, bassist, and drummer. ST’s jazzy 
undertones and smoother sound could best be 
labeled as progressive rock. I was glad they per¬ 
formed their infamous Jackson 5 cover of “I Want You 
Back”. They were somewhat limited on the stage 
because of the barrier separating the band from the 
audience. Typically, the band invites people to find an 
instrument (such as a tambourine) and join in for a 
final song. Well, what started off as an organized 
attempt to get people on the stage had many people 
climbing over the metal blockade and crowded the 
area around the musicians. Someone familiar to me, 
Matt Vasquez (ex-Limousine), showed off some 
Michael Jackson-inspired moves to the audience as 
the singer finished off the set. It was quite a delightful 
and entertaining feat. Although their next album has 
been delayed, they will continue to tour 









Finally, my patience had paid off. The audience 
cheered as The Format took the stage. There were 
a few high and low points. I was pleased with the 
songs they chose to perform. They played “At the 
Wake” from their first EP, several songs off of 
INTERVENTIONS AND LULLABIES, including 
“Let’s Make This Moment a Crime” and “Give It Up”; 
a cover of Prince’s “Dearly Beloved”; and two new 
ones. One of those songs, deemed inappropriate at 
other shows due to their context, included the lines 
“You’re not a whore / You just don’t know who you 
are.” I think I set my expectations too high for this 
performance. It was one of their bigger tours, but 
seeing them in a more intimate coffeehouse setting 
spoiled me. Spreading across a vast stage takes 
away from the dynamic between the band members. 
Also, their energy was mostly released in the begin¬ 
ning, as they seemed unusually tired and muted by 
the end of their set. Even after their allotted set, they 
played three more songs as their encore. The crowd 
was left amazed and stunned by the amount of 
songs The Format pulled off. So maybe I didn’t 
catch them at their best this time around. 

THE COLOUR 
THE ONLY CHILDREN 
REPEAT REPEAT 
THE ADORE 
WAKING ASHLAND 


September 23, 2004 
@ Chain Reaction 
By Michael Silver 

Hipsters, greasers, and mods alike all showed up at 
the best hole-in-the-wall venue in Southern 
California on a random Thursday night. Chain 
Reaction was the host to a monotonous night of 
music, which included five bands all sounding simi¬ 
lar and little crowd participation from a half-empty 
house of high-schoolers. When I showed up at a 
cool 7:30 p.m., Waking Ashland was just wrapping 
up. A power-pop quartet from Northridge, these guys 
had a lot of energy and tried to rock out; but with 
hardly anyone in the joint, they fell on deaf ears. 

After the routine 20 minutes of waiting outside and 
smoking cigarettes, Repeat Repeat jumped on stage 
to the delight of the crowd. This keyboard-driven quin¬ 
tet from L A. had a decent following and didn’t disap¬ 
point. Standout tracks were “Scotch of Water”, “Sound 
Surround”, and the obviously funky “Dance Off. 

Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers were next. Oops. I 
mean; The Only Children came on next, but they 
sounded so similar to TP&tH that you couldn’t tell the 
difference. Hailing from Lawrence, KS, this six-piece 
jam band entered the building with high expectations 
(the group consists of members originally from The 
Anniversary and Hot Rod Circuit) but unfortunately 
put the kids to sleep. I do give them credit for being 
different: the addition of a slide guitarist made it an 
interesting ensemble, just not powerful enough. 

Later in the evening (as people kept strolling in off 
the street), The Adore from L A. started their set with 
a song titled “I Don’t Care” That pretty much 
summed up their performance by others and me 
alike: n No one seemed interested in this melodic 
screaming nonsense. On to the"main act ... 

The Colour, a pop/rock band from Whittier, started 
their set around 10:15 p.m. with lead singer Wyatt 
Hull’s funky voice echoing with energy. The crowd 
looked tiresome, as all the jelled-down hair, tight- 
jean-wearing, flashy-tie-donning hipsters stood 
around and gazed on as the band rocked out. I 
really liked the use of the tambourine as they 
played “Out and About”. According to the band’s 
Website, “Don’t be surprised if you find yourself 
smiling or even dancing half way through the set.” 
After they played the hit “Mirror Ball”, I had to 


agree. A band on the rise with good style that 
makes you want to join the party must be doing 
something right. For more info on the band, check 
out www.thecolour.tv. 

MYTEADQ F\J5I0Jr TOUR: 
STORY OF THE YEAR 
LOiSTpRORKETS 
HY 7HEHI0AL ROHAJT5E 

letter kills 

September 28, 2004 
@ the Grove of Anaheim (Anaheim, CA) 

By Michael Silver 

The second annual tour put on by videogame maker 
Nintendo rolled into Orange County Tuesday night 
and had lots to offer. When first arriving at the 
Grove, fans were treated to a gaming lounge with 16 
playable games and kiosks featuring new hand-held 
devices. 

Inside the spacious venue, opening band Letter Kills 
started off with a modest set of headbangers and 
poetic jams to the amusement of the small crowd. 

Fresh off the release of their new album THREE 
CHEERS FOR SWEET REVENGE, My Chemical 
Romance took the stage with much anticipation from 
the growing sea of rock fans. Donning a black blazer 
and pink, striped tie, lead singer Gerard Ward ran 
from one side to the other with a vengeful look in his 
eye. Playing a set mostly of new songs, the crowd 
was ecstatic, and a large pit formed in the second tier 
standing section (where I was conveniently located). 
Their best song was ‘Thank Your for the Venom”, a 
track that sent bodies flying and people singing, 
“Round and round / Hallelujah, lock and load.” The 
band had very good stage presence, but I felt like 
I’ve seen the whole high-pitched screaming, tie- 
wearing lead singer act before. I want diversity! 

New rock sensation Lostprophets (from Wales) 
started their set with a one-two punch of “We Still Kill 
the Old Way” and “Make a Move”. The crowd was in 
full effect, with the pit roaring and kids singing along 
respectfully. I have to mention that there was a giant 
amongst men at the show, and all 6’6” of him ran in 
circles around the pit and tossed people aside like 
yesterday’s trash. Quite a scene to see. Lead singer 
Ian Watkins used his melodic singing and gut-roar¬ 
ing style with songs like “Burn, Burn” and “Start 


Something”, while co-vocalist and resident DJ/key- 
boardist Jamie Oliver added in his own passionate 
screams to their hit single “Last Train Home”. While 
their new album is good, I really dig their first album, 
THE FAKE SOUND OF PROGRESS, much more, 
so when they played their final song, “Shinobi vs. 
Dragon Ninja”, from that album, I basically went nuts 
and moshed along with the rest. Lostprophets have 
plenty to offer. This being their first time in the O.C. 
and getting the response they got, I can assure they 
will be back sooner than later to rock out again. 

Later in the evening, I wandered outside, where I chal¬ 
lenged a local to a game of Madden 2005. After beat¬ 
ing him thoroughly at halftime, he quit and took off. 
Now, according to some belligerent chick outside, “the 
coolest band ever, dude, is coming up.” Upon watch¬ 
ing Story of the Year for an hour, I couldn’t find much 
to argue with. Headlining for the first time, the band 
tore through the set with its radio hit “Until the Day I 
Die” and had the whole place singing along to 
“Anthem of Our Dying Day”. Midway through the per¬ 
formance, the band broke out into a crazy medley of 
covers, starting with “Sweet Home Alabama” (they 
substituted “California” into the chorus), a revamped 
version of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s classic. They continued 
on with “Slide” by Goo Goo Dolls, a dope version of 
“I’m Broken” by Pantera, a classic Kansas track, and 
they even slipped in “Beat It” by Michael Jackson. 
Lead singer Dan Marsala was in the zone all night, 
obviously having a great time interacting with the 
crowd and screaming his ass off. SOTY then played a 
new song ‘The Heart of Polka Is Still Beating”, and the 
place erupted in unison. Some kid started doing back 
flips in the pit, and it just got nutty. A very well put- 
together tour by the people at Nintendo, and a great 
night for rock fans. 

H20 

mADBALL 
FIORjH SIDE KjnGS 

October 1,2004 

@ Chain Reaction (Anaheim, CA) 

By Jeff Penalty 

One of my many pet peeves about the current 
music scene has been the recent widespread mis¬ 
use of the word “hardcore.” Words like “punk” and 
“indie” have very flexible definitions and encom¬ 
pass a lot of bands that sound nothing like each 
other, but “hardcore” is a relatively definable term. 
It is NOT wussy little boys wearing eyeliner and 
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moaning out depressing lyrics; it is North Side 
Kings, Madball, and H20. 

I applaud North Side Kings for, if nothing else, their 
genius marketing strategy. They sprang up from 
obscurity after singer Danny’s infamous videotaped 
“spat” with Glenn Danzig made its rounds on the 
Internet. I don’t want to glorify violence of any sort, 
and I have nothing against Glenn personally, but 
come on—that video was fucking funny! Having 
watched it many times, I was very excited to meet 
one of its stars. I was supposed to be on North Side 
Kings’ guest list for this show, but I wasn’t. Danny 
came outside just before they went on to make sure 
I got in, and I was pretty psyched that I got to shake 
the hand that threw a world-renowned knockout 
punch. Knowing that Danny went to extra trouble to 
get me into the show (and knowing that he’s not 
averse to delivering the occasional beat-down), I 
watched North Side Kings while trying to think of 
good things to say about them in this review; but 
then I realized that the exchange shouldn’t be a 
guest-list spot for glowing review, it should be 
guest-list spot for honesty, right? If a band is going 
to get a reviewer in, they should be comfortable 
with the idea of letting the chips fall where they may. 
So, having said that, North Side Kings were pretty 
boring. Danny’s got a definite presence, and they 
have one guitarist who’s pretty cool in a metal-dude 
way, and I guess if you like the “same old same old” 
hardcore that you could probably get into them. . .but 
overall, they were average, at best. Their set took a 
political turn when Danny praised our state for 
electing Schwarzenegger governor, calling said 
action “bad-ass” in a thick New York accent (which 
I thought was strange for a guy from Arizona). He 
went on to suggest that Lou Ferrigno should 
replace the current governor of Arizona, whom he 
described as “a douche.” The song I enjoyed most 
was “You’re Still an Asshole”, which can be heard at 
the end of the Danzig video. Very catchy—and easy 
to relate to! 

Honesty: North Side Kings left me wondering why I 
got into hardcore in the first place. So much of it 
sounds the same, and it’s so predictable, and how 
can I relate to alf the muscle-flexing and ignorance? 
Then Madball took the stage and reminded me what 
it’s really about. It’s obvious they’ve been at it for 
over a decade, as they rocked the house like the 
pros they are. I don’t know if they had their own 
sound guy with them or what, but their sound mix 
was absolutely perfect and delivered maximum fire¬ 
power. And that Freddy, man—he just doesn’t let up! 
The crowd fed off them like a pack of bloodthirsty 
wolves. I haven’t seen a pit like that in a good long 
while. It was frightening and comforting, all at once. 
Madball totally killed it and left the dance floor full of 
charred entrails. During their set, I saw one kid get¬ 
ting carried out of the venue unconscious and anoth¬ 
er kid getting escorted out by security in a headlock. 
Either way: hardcore 

When it comes to scene politics, H20 rarely comes 
out on top ...but you can’t possibly deny that they put 
on an amazing live show. Tonight they were a little 
hampered because their bassist was in the hospital, 
so Chad Gilbert from New Found Glory and Shai 
Hulud was filling in after learning the entire set in one 
night. The band had also just returned from Japan the 
night before and had not quite shaken off the jet lag. 
But even at their most knackered, they still gave it 
everything, and the crowd got what it came for. Most 
of the tunes were off their first three albums (some¬ 
thing about which no one was complaining). Vocalist 
Toby Morse gave a long speech near the end of the 
set about nothing in particular, t think the overall' 
theme was open-mindedness, but it’s hard to say for 
sure. It was funny, anyway. 

And that’s basically it. A good time for sure. A big 
“thank you” to all the bands for reminding everyone 
what hardcore looks, sounds, feels, and smells like. 
And most of all, a big “thank you” in advance to 
Danny for not punching me in the face after reading 
this review. 


A DEAD GIVEAWAY 
SAOSIN 
THE REALYOU 
ARLISS 

DAY OF CONTEMPT 

October 2, 2004 
@ Soma (San Diego, CA) 

By Beth Van Boxtel 

I am a big supporter of local music in San Diego This 
show featured four great acts from Southern California 
(mostly San Diego) and one band from Australia The 
show was a spectacle, as I assumed it would be. 
Presale tickets sold out, which gave Soma the dilem¬ 
ma of calling the show “sold out" or moving the bands 
to the main stage. Soma’s owner, Len, chose the lat¬ 
ter. Over 750 kids packed into main stage area. 

I arrived at the end of Day of Contempt’s set. I 
admired their energy and charisma. These charming 
mates from down under played a vast array of songs 
that could be compared to Hatebreed. They were 
undeniably the hardest band on the bill. The aggres¬ 
sive melodies and metal breakdowns combined with 
the thrashing vocals rang loudly in my ears. Day of 
Contempt will be touring across the U S. for the next 
few weeks in support of their full-length SEE 
THROUGH THE LIES on Goodlife Recordings. 

I’ve had some misgivings about Arliss. They took cen¬ 
ter stage with such professionalism that I was 
appalled. What happened to the high-school band that 
used to annoy local radio stations with their latest 
show information, which highlighted their shows on an 
ice rink?! I put aside my past impression of this band 
and focused more on the individual talent of the mem¬ 
bers. The most impressive aspect of this band was the 
mind-numbing, outrageous character named Loniel 
playing drums. This double-bass-pounding, skilled 
steed was the strength of the entire band. Why is it 
that boring, everyday punk bands have the best drum¬ 
mers? I will answer that for you: the drummer is what 
makes the band. This is especially true in this case, 
where the drummer pulled off a two-minute solo that 
left everyone in the audience in disbelief. For a guy 
who walks around a restaurant with drumsticks in his 
back pocket and has a job at Guitar Center, I hope he 
finds his calling with a more established band. 

With only two practices under their belt, The Real You 
had their fair share of strengths and weaknesses 
Members of Cellar Door (Ryan Striker), Shotgun 
Vegas (Joe Miller), and Parker Theory (Will 
Hernandez) created this five-piece rock group, which 
reminded me of what Finch was like in their early 
days. The Real You have definite potential. They 
should knock out their slower-tempo songs and wipe 
away the acoustic song (which would fit better at a 
Saves the Day show). The first and last songs were 
the highlights of the set. The matching, intricate guitar 
play was riveting. The singer’s, bassist’s, and drum¬ 
mer’s vocals got progressively better throughout the 
set due to the sound technician’s experience and abil¬ 
ity to create a perfect reverb on their voices. 

Finally, we get to the most anticipated band of the night. 
Less than four months ago, Saosin resurfaced with a 
new singer and a short session on the Vans Warped 
Tour. New singer Cove Reber (previously of Mormon in 
the Middle) shone through with his vocal range (a mir¬ 
ror image of former Saosin singer Anthony’s). I also 
appreciated the goofy dancing on stage and crowd 
interaction. Cove has improved his vocal abilities since 
the Warped Tour. I felt like a proud mother watching her 
son as the crowd gathered close to the stage and 
chanted “COVE” in-between songs. Saosin played 
most of their songs from their 2003 release TRANS¬ 
LATING THE NAME. With 10 minutes left in their set, 
Saosin performed an instrumental song that included a 
heavy breakdown. Meanwhile, Cove danced and 


played around on stage. Saosin introduced one of their 
newest songs, “Bury Your Head”, which included all four 
boys up front screaming into the microphones. This 
song will most likely appear on their upcoming album, 
which should be released in three to four months. 

With the confusion of the show’s lineup and sched¬ 
ule, an overwhelming majority of people fled the 
venue, thinking Saosin was the headliner. Soma had 
placed the local band, A Dead Giveaway, as the 
headliner because they were kicked off of a show a 
few weeks before. Within 10 minutes time, A Dead 
Giveaway began playing to a handful of watchers. 
There were a few groupies in attendance, as they 
made their presence known with their matching 
painted tank tops and rowdy spirit As I stood there in 
the few passing moments that this band played, I 
decided that I had heard enough. There was not 
much originality to this band Perhaps I left too fast, 
but with the conclusion of Saosin, my mood shifted 
from excited to over it—as I’m sure many others felt. 

SKA BRAWL TOUR: 

THE TOASTERS 
NEW BLOOD REVIVAL 
THE ISRAELITES 
THE CULPRITS 

October 3, 2004 

@ Chain Reaction (Anaheim, CA) 

By Luke Skywalker 

After missing the Culprits, I prepared for ISRAELITE 
TRAIN by listening to a cassette tape which I bought 
seven years ago from church bookstore. A five-song 
demo of everything in The Israelites repertoire in ‘97 
was not a very good clue of what was to be expected 
by “the longest-running ska band in L A.” Apparently, 
in the past few years, this seven-piece “ska, rock¬ 
steady and reggae” band learned a few more songs. 
The 15-year-old group came out swinging with an all- 
out instrumental that got the whole dancehall 
skankin’, featuring solos from each of the horn play¬ 
ers. Alto saxophonist Kyle seemed to be the key horn- 
blower and showed off his God-given talent. The 
other band members talents were exposed through¬ 
out the rest of their set, which included popular songs 
“Sally Brown”, “Roots”, and a tribute to The Skatalites. 

Feeling the heat of the small club left me with a need 
for fresh air, and that’s pretty much where I 
remained for the next 30 minutes, missing most of 
New Blood Revival’s set. Best decision I made for 
the week. From what I heard of that set, I’m glad I 
stayed out in the refreshing night air. I did peek my 
head in just to get a look at the band, and I can cer¬ 
tainly say they are INTERESTING. Their guitarist 
and bassist look metal, the horn section look like 
stoners, and the lead singer looks like Tom Delonge 
of Blink 182 but sounds like Mark Adkins of 
Guttermouth. But just to give the seven member 
band a fair shake, I signed their mailing list and lis¬ 
tened to their free demo the next day. Then I made 
another brilliant decision: to immediately remove 
myself from their mailing list upon receiving an 
update. New Blood Revival is THAT bad 

The night was not a total loss, for the headliners were 
soon to play their set in a grand fashion. Hearing a 
sound check of curse words, I rushed the stage to stand 
front row to be entertained by The Toasters. This leg¬ 
endary band played an amazing set focused on their 
audience. Inviting fans to come up on stage to dance 
and occasionally passing the microphone to the crowd 
to shout a lyric, this group of six are gifted at entertain¬ 
ing, performing original ska hits like “Weekend in LA”, 
‘Talk Is Cheap", and “Decision at Midnight”. My choice 
song of the evening had to be the revamped version of 
“Sweet Home Alabama” (replacing “Alabama” with 
“Jamaica”). Even though towards the end of the set I 
was moist from sweat (most of which belonged to 
singer Jack Ruby Jr ), I still had a great time. 
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pass this along to another friend: 


pass this along to someone you barely know: 


get some scissors, cut this out and get in touch! 


pass this along to a friend: 


\ aurf to UNAMEniCAN.COM for tons of new stick era including I 
BUSH BELONGS BEHIIMO BARS, DEPOSE -KING- GEORGE, 
SEPARATE CHURCH AND STATE and JESUS HAD AN AFRO / 
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quBBtltsna? email me at; srirYi@unamerlcan.com / 
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IX WE’RE THE UK 

all reviews written by United Kingdom correspondent, Mathew 


RAYS OF HELIOS/AIRSTRIP ONE 
SPLIT 7" 

ART FOR BLIND 

Leeds seems to have become the ideal 
hunting ground for post-hardcore/indie- 
rock bands over the past year, mostly 
thanks to the keen-eyed folks at Jealous 
and Gringo Records. Proving that the 
DIY spirit is still alive and well, newcom¬ 
ers Rays of Helios and Airstrip One have 
joined forces to release their own split 
7"—and what a cracker it is, too! As each 
band weaves its own intricate web of 
infectious indie-punk beauty, they're a 
testament to the scene's bubbling cre¬ 
ativity. And although this ends before you 
really have a chance to get into them, it's 
still exciting enough to ensure you'll be 
hearing a lot more from them in the near 
future. 

RYDELL 

HARD ON THE FAST TRAIL 
ENGINEER 

Having been pretty much a ghost in the 
U.K. scene in recent years, making only 
scant live appearances while always 
managing a release of some sort every 
now and again, Rydell are the kind of 
band you have to keep double-checking 
are still English. Such is the frequency of 
their absences! Well, they are, and this is 
their new full-length, marking a brilliant 
improvement on the last release I have 
from them (namely, their three-way split 
with San Geronimo and A Rocket Sent to 
You). They specialise in the kind of gutsy 
post-hardcore that wouldn't look out of 
place on No Idea Records, with 
moments of beauty lurking underneath 
their surging, angular guitars (such as in 
"Awkward Times"). Their cover of "Boys 
of Summer" is perhaps a little out of 
place, but other than that, this is a pretty 
good release. 

65 DAYS OF STATIC 
THE FALL OF MATH 
MONOTREME 

Not many bands can be labelled coura¬ 
geous and truly inventive these days, but 
65 Days of Static are a band exemplify¬ 
ing an astonishing proficiency in crafting 
enthralling, dynamically varied art-rock. 
As the disc opens up, noises blur into 
brooding electronic soundscapes, flick¬ 
ering in and out of view and pulsating to 
an otherworldly rhythm guided by slithers 
of melody that squirm under dizzying 
drum 'n' bass splutters. As the intensely 
euphoric "Retreat! Retreat!" comes into 
view, guitars begin chomping on metallic 
electro glitches, while "Install a Beak in 
the Heart..." swirls by some sparkling 
and wholly original sounds of its own. 


This is an album that will absorb itself 
into your consciousness, and I urge you 
to throw yourselves at their mercy. Who 
knows where you'll end up? 

TEAM 

PENALYN 

CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY 
Successfully merging the warm, fuzzy 
melodies of Pavement, Queens of the 
Stone Age, and Fugazi, had Team been 
around 10 years ago, they would've no 
doubt been sending tongues wagging on 
the Lollapalooza tour. So, perhaps ironi¬ 
cally, in a modern rock scene flooded 
with retro rock and emo-pop, Team's 
music sounds as vital and fresh as ever. 
But despite the above references, their 
sound is pretty hard to pin down. Flitting 
curiously between stoner-rock, early '90s 
grunge, and post-punk, each track is 
weighed down by bottom-heavy 
grooves, yet lifted by the charismatic 
hollers of vocalist Dave Wright. "Canada 
Fields" is a warm, melancholic breeze 
fluttering under an urgent beat, while the 
heavier breezeblock riffs of "Racing 
Line" suggest more of a rock-bound pro¬ 
clivity. Those that long for the muscular 
melodic rock of yore would do well to 
check this out. 

THE FAT CATS 
NICK MOTOWN EP 
10 PAST 10 

Swinging by with a hip-jolting blend of 
'50s rockabilly, jazz, and slicked-back 
rock 'n' roll, The Fat Cats' debut EP pres¬ 
ents an intoxicating block-rockin', sharp- 
suited sound that you just know would go 
down a storm in Ronnie Scott's leg¬ 
endary jazz bar. Each track here bristles 
with a cool, fun-time energy and radiates 
the kind of charm Cherry Poppin' 
Daddies earned their reputation for. Yep, 
there's no doubt about it: The Fat Cats 
are at the very top of my must-see list. 

BAIT 

ANATOMY OF DISASTER 
IN AT THE DEEP END 
Crawling out from the ashes of U.K. 
crust-punks Deviated Instinct in the early 
'90s, the Bait machine has flickered on 
very briefly over the past decade, resur¬ 
facing sporadically for appearances on 
the odd compilation, but very little else. 
Now, with ex-Subvert tub-thumper Nick 
Barker in the ranks, Bait have kick-start¬ 
ed the old engine into full gear, pumping 
out nine quality tracks of full-on, primeval 
hardcore crust along the lines of the 
great Medulla Nocte. Indeed, this is raw 
as hell, and together with some disgust¬ 
ingly irate vocals (not to mention some 


suitably grotesque artwork from UKHC 
artist Bonehive), this is just far too nasty 
to miss. 

REUBEN 

RACECAR IS RACECAR BACKWARDS 
XTRAMILE 

Despite a title—and much of the lyrical 
content—reflecting the hidden struggles 
of an up-and-coming rock band, Reuben 
have inadvertently created one of the 
most invigorating and viciously catchy 
debut rock albums since Foo Fighters' 
incendiary first offering—and believe me, 

I don't say this lightly. Vocalist Jamie 
Kenman saunters through each track 
with a confident swagger that penetrates 
the bold, anthemic power of "Freddy 
Krueger or "Horrorshow", setting alight 
choruses with an effortless cool and 
might. It's no surprise, really, as every 
time I've caught Reuben live they've 
blown hyped-up headliners off the stage. 
Now that they have such a reassuringly 
infectious album under their belts, the 
rock world is theirs for the taking. 

OCTOBER FILE 

A LONG WALK ON A SHORT PIER 
GOLF 

Despite their four members having 
served time in various post-hardcore 
acts, it's safe to say October File have lit¬ 
tle or no bearing on any form of hardcore 
or post-hardcore, instead opting for a 
meatier and altogether more metallic 
heavy-rock sound. Combining some 
wretched pissed-off shouts with buzzsaw 
guitars and a few murky melodic twists, 
this is an album constantly straddling the 
line between Unsane pummelling and 
Earthtone 9 intelligence, resulting in a 
totally engrossing listen. Okay, so A 
LONG WALK... is far from mind-blowing. 
Still, it's good stuff. 

IPSOFACTO 

NECKLACES ON THE BRANCHES OF 
TREES EP 
MIGHTY ATOM 

Jeez, this is depressing. These guys 
aren't so much scraping the bottom of 
the scrEmo barrel as physically biting 
huge chunks out and spewing up rotten, 
chewed-up dollops of cringeworthy tripe 
in the bizarre hope that someone some¬ 
where might just want some of it. In fact, 
why I've even bothered to write this 
review I really don't know, because this 
has got to be some of the most horrible, 
painful, and predictable nu-emo-metal- 
core shite I've ever heard! Steer well 
away! 













you gotta love this stuff. 


7- 10 SPLIT 
KILL THE MESSENGER 
NEW SCHOOL RECORDS 

7-10 Split is a stupid name for a really excellent band. The part 
of the band’s music that is metal-flavored is the best slice. KILL 
THE MESSENGER is full of thrash and death-metal moments, 
including well-thought-out explosions, good timing ideas, and 
ripping execution. And then the chorus will be emo, that emo 
singing style of holding notes out in a specific soft kind of way. And the chorus also 
being sung in a bit of a round or intertwining vocal parts. Since 7-10 Split didn’t do 
any all-metal songs, every song sucks and every song rocks. If you are into the 
Oprah rock that is emo (telling your sad sad story—boohoo) with metallic, thrashing 
rock, get in line to love 7-10 Split. Emo sucks. Drop dead or get therapy. 

-H. Barry Zimmerman 

ALEXISONFIRE 
WATCH OUT! 

EQUAL VISION 

Alexisonfire is yet another punk-rock outfit that utilize the scream¬ 
sing technique, yet it’s backed by the gang choruses reminiscent 
of old-school punk for a solid shot of validity. This Canadian quin¬ 
tet have got a good handle on dynamics and mood, sounding like 
the cross between AFJ and Atreyu. Alexisonfire also have a strong 
thread of camp and sarcasm woven into everything they do, which makes songs like 
“Hey, It’s Your Funeral Mama” and “Get Fighted" that much more palatable. While this 
group follow the herd rather than lead the pack, they do so with emotionally strong 
melodies and adventurous compositions, (e g., “Sharks and Danger”), helping the out¬ 
fit stand a little taller amongst the billion other shaggy-haired sensitive males 

-Mike SOS 

AMERICAN LUXURY 
I SELF-TITLED 

m A N0 LABEL AVAILABLE 

fliarl It’s okay to call American Luxury a “nice” band. That’s because 
their self-titled album is just that—nice. It sometimes teeters 
on soft rock rather than emo, especially with simple rhythms 
combining with healthy doses of piano and guitar. The 
rhythms, however, do become wonderfully off-kilter, and the 
lead singer has strong vocal chords. The piano is the finest instrument on this 
album, breezy and comfortable on songs such as “Falling to Pieces” and “How Can 
I”. Bottom line: American Luxury is good candlelight rock. 

-Darren Ratner 

AMITY 

AMOR VINCIT OMNIA 
HELDWITHIN RECORDS 

Los Angeles-based Amity is a punk band with spunk. This five-track 
EP is a cool example of what many fans experienced this summer 
through the 2004 Vans Warped Tour. Speedy rhythms, anxious- 
sounding vocals, and blitzing guitars are what the EP relies on. And 
with tunes such as “Paralysis by Analysis”, and “Deja Blue” carrying 
as much force as they do, it’s almost impossible to not be engulfed by their emotion 

-Darr’en Ratner 




ANGRY FOR LIFE 
SHARKS AND ROACHES 
VINEHELL PRODUCTIONS 

SHARKS AND ROACHES screams out with passion from the 
opening guitar riffs of “Ashes” and doesn’t stop until the album is 
over. You get straightforward punk rock filled with social and polit¬ 
ical commentary. The band keeps things interesting with tempo 
changes throughout. My only complaint about this album is some 
of the vocals. The band features two singers, and I like one of the singers better. It has 
nothing to do with the band’s abilities, though. This is a very solid and enjoyable record. 

-Dane Jackson 

AS WE FIGHT 

BLACK NAILS AND BLOODY WRISTS 
GOOD LIFE RECORDINGS 

Danish hardcore sounds like a porn Website of dubious legal¬ 
ity, possibly involving children and wild animals—but, in fact, 
describes the latest album you should buy, As We Fight’s full- 
length debut, BLACK NAILS AND BLOODY WRISTS. Dual 
vocals, guitar and drum work that absolutely slays, and 
remarkable production combine to make BLACK NAILS a truly special experience. 
Of course, AWF are just like any other hardcore band around today, mixing sever¬ 
al styles without actually committing to anything: American art-core (Moss Icon) is 
juxtaposed with European metal (especially Black), and there’s even what we can 
only hope is an intentional Van Halen reference in “Unreachable”, one of the 
stronger tracks amongst several heavyweights. But despite its eclectic nature, 
BLACK NAILS never comes off as convoluted or scattered; instead, it impresses 
the listener as one hell of a debut. 

-jck. 

BENISON 

LEAVE YOUR MARK 
SEARCH AND RESCUE RECORDS 
From Buffalo, NY, Benison (formerly Drinkus 9) shell out some 
radio-friendly pop-punk for the sensitive punk in you (unless, 
of course, there is no sensitive punk in you, hereby rendering 
this useless). This synth-heavy, heart-on-your-sleeve-type shit 
will either have you rocking (“Let Go”), laughing (“Pop Star”), 
or just hating life (‘Thin Air”). LEAVE YOUR MARK is an acquired taste perhaps 
best suited to a TRL crowd. 

-Jude Ruiz 

BILLY NAYER SHOW 
3-SONG PRE-RELEASE FROM “RABBIT" 

BNS PRODUCTIONS 

Billy Nayer Show are a shadow of a quartet that dabble in 
music, film, art, and written word, and if this three-song pre¬ 
release from their upcoming RABBIT album is any indication of 
what’s in store, then this will no doubt be a psychedelic trip. 
Throwing bits and pieces of funk, blues, and distortion-heavy 
guitars into the mix, these songs never really take off and leave only the kind of frus¬ 
tration that being in a foreign country with little or no ability to communicate can bring. 

-Jude Ruiz 
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WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR/WHY IN 10 WORDS; No one becasue I’m a Canadian, eh? Fuck Bush though! 
WHAT WORDS FROM BUSH OR KERRY HAVE MADE THE MOST IMPACT ON YOU/WHY; The stupid, 
ignorant, hilariously dim things Bush has said only prove him incapable of the presidency. 

BEST POLITICIAN THAT EVER LIVED: Jesse “The Body” Ventura 


ANADIVINE 
ZOO 

THE MILITIA GROUP 

Inside the CD case, there is a small note that a portion of the proceeds 
of this record goes to St. Jude’s Hospital. Donating money to such a 
worthy organization without anchoring it to rtietoric is all too rare and 
really makes Anadivine stand out. Unfortunately, that’s all that sets 
them apart. I don’t know if monotheism includes a singular sound 
belief, but they are faithful to the Christian indie-rock formula. The album is derivative, but it’s 
far from a monolithic Christcore chunk. There is a rather large variance from screaming to 
strumming, but they never sound anything more than a The Juliana Theory cover band. 

-Erika Owens 

■ANGER REGIMENT 

■ ACES AND EIGHTS 

■ BRIDGE NINE 

■ Anger Regiment’s nine-track endeavor continues in the fine tra- 
Jdition of old school hardcore, as this quartet cut their teeth in 

■ Floorpunch. With a discernible similarity to bands like Murphy’s 

■ Law, Sick of it All, and Burn, the songs are quick and to the point, 
land tell the common hardcore tales of revenge and regret. 

-Mike SOS 




BLACKOUTS 
HISTORY IN REVERSE 
K RECS 

Blackouts were an ‘80s Seattle post-punk band that most music afi¬ 
cionados have never heard of . until now. HISTORY IN REVERSE 
is an anthology of the band in reverse chronological order. The 
album opens with Blackouts last recordings, which were produced 
by Al Jourgensen (three Blackouts would later join Jourgensen in 
Ministry)) and flows backwards through some highlights from their six-year stint. While this 
may not be the most impressive lost gem you’re likely to hear, it is a great find 

-Jude Ruiz 

■ BLOODTHIRSTY LOVERS 
THE DELICATE SEAM 
FRENCHKISS RECORDS 

\ The second release from this Memphis-based collaboration of 
artists is a deep, resonant album that establishes the songwriting 
duo of David Shouse and Steve Selvidge. The songs vary from 
electronic-tinged folk to a sound similar to Pink Floyd during THE 
JwALL era. Shouse (ex-guitarist and vocalist of The Grifters and 
Those Bastard Souls) has found a kindred spirit in Selvidge (ex-member of Big Ass Truck). 

-Dug 
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BLOWBACK 
LIES 

STRING BREAK RECORDS 

Littered with Bush-bashing and anti-war sentiment, LIES is a seven- 
song EP of simple protest music with 1980s hardcore stylings 
Songs such as “Fuck War” and “Johnson” sound a tot like early Black 
Flag, only this time the Bush in question is the president, not the VP 
Although I’m sure Blowback’s heart was in the right place, LIES 
comes across a bit too preachy for the average listen but a bit too simplistic for the politically 
savvy among us. Let’s just hope for our sake that these guys live in a swing state 

-Mathew Siblo 

BOXER REBELLION 

srr 

CREEP RECORDS 

Listening to the Boxer Rebellion was extremely refreshing for 
me. It’s been so long since I heard a straight-up punk-rock 
band that actually knew what they were doing. They draw 
strong influences from Bad Brains, Bad Religion, and even 
Jawbreaker to produce a very well constructed punk sound 
The music is tough but very catchy and carries a lot of potential to start the rebel¬ 
lion they’re looking for. The guys touch on politics with lyrics like “Blood for oil, con¬ 
crete for soil, it’s a long road ahead and we can’t turn back.” 

wwwsms Iburning skies 

•murder by means of existence 

LIFEFORCE RECORDS 

Burning Skies’ have a problem with human existence, emo, sex¬ 
ual perversion, and anything else that pisses them off. Doesn’t 
that sound great? For metal fans, MURDER BY MEANS OF 
EXISTENCE will be a winner on those grounds alone. The 
thrashing guitars hit hard enough to jolt your system, and there 
are always some Pantera and Napalm Death influences writhing around. 

-Darren Ratner 

CAN OF WORMS 
CAN OF WORMS 
BOOTSTRAP 

Can of Worms is a quartet whose low-budget demo (recorded 
live) retains the intended grit of tracks like the punchy “Dirty 
Rags”. This punk/metal hybrid has a trippier side to its attack, 
as songs like “Proud Chick” start off with a mellow guitar before 
getting all crunchy. Add in the mandatory “Paranoid” cover, and 
you’ve got a fun-filled, fuzzed-out bar band’s greatest live moments captured on CD. 

-Mike SOS 

CAST ASIDE 
THE STRUGGLE 
DEATHWISH RECORDS 

IWhen it comes to straight-ahead hardcore, you either cut the 
mustard or you don’t. While it is hard to pan something as 
[straightforward as this, it is also equally as hard to get 
extremely excited, as this is standard fair, pissed-off hardcore 
that tends to be easy to forget when you listen to things back 
to back. In any case, Cast Aside hold up the flag of straightedge hardcore, and do 
it proudly. 

-Ray Harkins 

CHAMPION 
PROMISES KEPT 
BRIDGE NINE 

Sure, straightedge hardcore is a dated genre, but so are 
punk, metal, and pretty much every other style of under¬ 
ground music. The trick is finding bands that can elaborate 
and improve tried and tested genres, add a little twist here 
and there, and do it with their hearts pulsing and convictions 
firmly grounded. Champion are a straightedge hardcore band that do it right and 
do it with flair. They master speedy mosh parts, shouted gang-along vocals, 
uplifting lyrics, and have a screamer who can really belt it out. Fans of Gorilla 
Biscuits, Minor Threat, and SS Decontrol will be all smiles here. What is it about 
Vancouver and great hardcore bands? Strain, Blue Monday, Reserve 34, 
Champion.... Keep 'em coming! 

-Jason Schreurs 

DEAD TO FALL 
VILLIANY AND VIRTUE 
VICTORY 

Dead to Fall fell on hard times, yet the metalcore band 
bounced back'’in a big way. VILLAINY AND VIRTUE is that 
seething comeback, a pounding 10-track affirmation that 
this band was not destined to go down in flames just yet. 
The quintet, retaining the Swedish metal sound made infa¬ 
mous by acts like Carcass, burn through tracks like “Stand Your Ground” and 
Blood of the Moon”, yet delve into the darker, more death metal sound of 
Darkest Hour on tracks like “Cross Section”. Dead to Fall have not only made a 
stirring comeback, but have also reinvented themselves, churning out captivat- 
ingly crushing metal in the process. 

-Mike SOS 
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DEADSOIL 
THE VENOM DIVINE 
LIFEFORCE 

This one’s been floating around the homestead for a while 
now, me putting off a concentrated listen due to the pre¬ 
conceived notion that they may be “just another metalcore 
band.” Well, lookee here, this isn’t nearly the type of met¬ 
alcore I was expecting. Nary a skinny tie, spiked-up mop- 
top, or eyeliner pen is in sight; instead, we get ex-members of Night in Gales, 
Six Reasons to Kill, and Copykill cranking out thick-neck grooves a la 
Hatebreed, Stampin’ Ground, or The Haunted. Damn fine listening here, if you 
can handle the sameness as the album wears on. Perfect for those late nights 
or early mornings where it feels like your body is ready to shut down and go 
into a deep, perhaps everlasting hibernation. 

-Jason Schreurs 

DE LA VEGA 
INNOVATION 
FUNK FACTORY MUSIC 

I can sum this entire album up in one word: fun. De La 
Vega is essentially a funk-driven rock band. The songs on 
this album blend rock music with funk, hip-hop, reggae, 
punk, and pop. The closest bands I could compare this 
music to would be Red Hot Chili Peppers and Fishbone, 
n the album is probably the title track, but I like how the 
band shows off their diversity in the more mellow, and acoustic “Someone 
Else”. This album is definitely for those of us who are open for different music 
and the experience of learning about a great band 

-Dane Jackson 

DENIM AND DIAMONDS 
STREET MEDICS UNITE! 

BLOODLINK 

“Street medics unite! / We got to fight the good fight! / 
We got to fight the good fight!” That is precisely was 
Denim and Diamonds attempt to do in yet another 
great release from Bloodlink Records. Nowadays it 
takes a lot to make electronic-driven music interesting 
The Faint are a great example of just how it can work Denim and 
Diamonds are another. Even ballsier than The Faint, D and D use some 
of the most intense beeps and blips ever heard, along with a very origi¬ 
nal delivery of distorted vocals and ‘80s new-wave wackiness. Overall, a 
bit of cohesiveness and direction is lost through the experimentation For 
more info, visit conglomco.org/denim. 

-Norberto Gomez, Jr. 

DERRINGER 

A ROCK AND ROLL TRAGEDY 
ZERO VELOCITY RECORDS 

Okay, the final track of this album (track X—gotta get 
those Xs in somehow) is “The Untitled End”. Hopefully 
that helps to illustrate the level of creativity Derringer 
has brought to the hardcore mish-mosh. The voices 
are grindy, the music is simplistic punk, and the melo¬ 
dramatic silences and movie-quote conclusion do nothing to improve the 
situation. Once again, smushing together elements does not create some 
bold new offering—it just dilutes the entire sound. Shout-alongs help to 
bring in the audience and mask the mess in the background With just a 
little focus, Derringer could create something people would actually listen 
to and not just scream over. 

-Erika Owens 

ENGINE DOWN 
SELF-TITLED 
LOOKOUT 

Yet another modern rock album that attempts to be a little 
more “dreary” in their delivery with darker guitar melodies 
and full, emotional vocals. Unfortunately, there is nothing 
new or interesting to say of this band/style, except that the 
drumming is probably the strongest aspect of the entire 
album. That does not make it anything special, but the emphasis on creating 
a full wall of sound on each track is admirable. For more info, visit 
www.enginedown.com. 

-Norberto Gomez, Jr. 

ESCAPE GRACE 

srr 

CITY OF HELL 

Escape Grace plays aggressive hardcore music with a few 
elements of punk and ‘80s metal thrown into the mix. They 
could best be described as similar to The Hope 
Conspiracy and ForeverIRise. They hail from Gainesville, 
FL, and have been playing together since 2001 This EP 
is probably a good indication of the music that will be on their full-length, 
which they are due to begin recording soon. This is definitely for fans of fast 
hardcore and aggressive lyrics. 







My favorite track 



-Zac 
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EVERGREEN TERRACE 
AT OUR WORST 
HAND OF HOPE 

Evergreen Terrace are masters at mixing all things brutally 
heavy (e.g., hardcore, metal) with some melodic elements 
here and there, yielding a schizophrenic style showcased 
wonderfully on AT OUR WORST. This album is compiled of 
five ferocious and feral live tracks recorded in 2003 in their 
native Jacksonville, FL (they even put their own heavy-handed spin on 
Smashing Pumpkins’ “Zero”, which can be found on the band’s other recent 
release, WRITER’S BLOCK on Eulogy); an unreleased track, “You’re Entering 
a World of Pain” (which was originally meant for inclusion on the band’s 2002 
full-length BURNED ALIVE BY TIME); and, appearing at the tail end of this 
release, their out-of-print four-song demo from 2000 (which, apparently, the 
then-fledgling band were selling in sandwich bags). AT OUR WORST should 
hold over Evergreen Terrace fans quite nicely until the band’s next LP of all- 
new material comes out. 

-Janelle Jones 

FU MANCHU 
START THE MACHINE 
DRT ENTERTAINMENT 

Orange County, CA’s Fu Manchu rock a fuzzed-out and wah- 
freaked Sabbath meets Bad Wizard brand of hard rock. As a 
unit, Fu Manchu is brutal. START THE MACHINE is one of the 
best albums of ‘04, a perfect disc in lots of ways. No bad sec¬ 
onds, no bad ideas, no bad executions. The disc begins with 
mid-tempo thunder joined by slow, roving feedback working its way up the beat. 
And then, boom, the evil main lick of “Written in Stone”—powerful. The big surprise 
is track 7, “Out to Sea”, a groovy, trippy instrumental. The fact is that Fu Manchu is 
one of America’s great hard-rock acts working today. START THE MACHINE is a 
must-have disc. Big evil guitars rule. 

-H. Barry Zimmerman 

FUTURE LEADERS OF THE WORLD 
LVL IV 
EPIC 

The story of how this band got discovered is a bit of a fairy¬ 
tale. It all happened backstage at a Puddle of Mudd show 
after a visit with a psychic rendered that particular date to be 
the most fruitful. Yeah, whatever. If that’s not enough for you 
to make you turn tail and run, you’re a brave soul and will be 
compensated, as Future Leaders of the World, although mammothly genferic, 
have a certain charm about them that evokes the spirit of Cobain through the 
guise of radio-friendly corporate rock. While the whole 10-track escapade uti¬ 
lizes every device heard in the last seven years of popular rock (from rapping to 
screamo to tortured-soul vocalizations), somehow the anguish seems genuine, 
even while pumped through the enormous major-label rock sound. Nothing to 
get totally excited about as much as to get used to being played to death. If you 
can stomach Puddle of Mudd, Three Doors Down, and the ilk, then LVL IV isn’t 
half-bad. 

-Mike SOS 

GENERAL RUDIE 
TAKE YOUR PLACE 
STOMP 

Barring the fine opener, “Shelter”, on the initial few tracks 
of TAKE YOUR PLACE, General Rudie sound a rather 
generic ska outfit with a highly skankable, happy style. 
Not bad by any means, but not exceptional, either. 
However, they significantly raise the bar with the fourth 
track, the darker, reggae-tinged “Listen This”, which truly ushers in the good¬ 
ness. From here on in we get glorious, TURBO-era Pietasters soul and tradi¬ 
tional ska with songs like the cool, mellow “Risky Business”, “Addicted”, and 
the superb “Danger Cat”, scattered amongst spirited, energetic, well- 
arranged compositions. The pinnacle of the record comes with “Blame 
Yourself”, an intoxicating jazzed-up ska piece with a brilliant interlude that 
highlights the keys and brass section, and the quicker, slick “Failure”. In the 
end, this 13-track album will please the most discerning of ska connoisseurs 
with its excellent mixture of styles and tones. 

-Janelle Jones 

GOATSNAKE 

TRAMPLED UNDER HOOF 
SOUTHERN LORD 

A stoner rock supergroup of sorts comprised of members of 
seminal outfits like Kyuss, Wool, and SUNN 0)), Goatsnake 
returns with three new tracks and two cover tunes to satisfy 
your sludgy delight. After a four year hiatus, the Sabbath 
meets St. Vitus at an Obsessed show vibe is as cranking out 
loud as ever, giving every purveyor of the hypnotic groove a new CD to wear out in 
the stereo. Despite TRAMPLED UNDER HOOF only going five tracks deep, there 
are tons of slithering, sinewy rhythms and enough heaviosity to overpower five 
major label releases. 

-Mike SOS 







GOD LIVES UNDERWATER 
UP OFF THE FLOOR 
MEGAFORCE RECORDS 

God Lives Underwater is like a technoish alternative rock band— 
you know, the type of music you’d never want to listen to on pur¬ 
pose but which seemed to have infested the radio five years ago. 
This album was produced in the wake of David Reilly going bank¬ 
rupt, having his fiance die, and his own battles with heroin addic¬ 
tion, so I suppose we have to allow for the fact that his head wasn’t in the right place 
and that that’s why this album sucks so much. But at the same time, why is he putting 
out shitty records when his life is obviously a wreck? Silly man! No one likes your music 
that much. Fix your life up.. .and then you can bore us with your awful music! 

-chad 

HALFACRE GUNROOM 
WRECKED 
DEATH WISH/ICARUS 

Coming right out of Memphis, Halfacre Gunroom has put 
together a very interesting display of alternative rock with a 
heavy emphasis on country. The songs are extremely dark 
within their country sound, and the lyrics are quite melancholy. 
To get an idea of the album, check out my favorite song, “Dirty 
Yankee Punk Rock Girl #2”, a sad tale about a trashy girl. If you’re a fan of Wilco, 
Johnny Cash, and Hank Williams Jr., it wouldn’t hurt to look for this disc. 

-Zac 

HIGHROAD NO. 28 
DYNAMIC' INTROSPECTION 
SELF-RELEASED 

Highroad No. 28 is an Australian duo whose hard-rock attitude 
and aura permeates this five-track EP. Leaning towards the 
early-’90s metal sounds of bands such as White Zombie, 
Helmet, and Biohazard, the slash-and-burn style of tracks like 
[“Dissociative Paroxysm” contain slamming riffs over pounding 
drums; while “Time Desolation" captures a softer, more pensive side of the group. 
While the songs could benefit from a little more tightening, the inherent power dis¬ 
played on DYNAMIC INTROSPECTION could be enough to fulfill a crossover 
metal fan’s appetite. 

-Mike SOS 

ILL EASE 
THE EXORCIST 
j TOO PURE 

Brooklyn-based photographer/musician Elizabeth Sharp’s 
solo project, III Ease, is a far cry from her days as drummer for 
the indie band New Radiant Storm King. Sharp plays all the 
instruments and records all the vocals on this nine-track 
album. The retail disc contains a five-track bonus disc from 
her vinyl-only GREATEST TITS EP. Unfortunately, her back-up skills are too evi¬ 
dent on this disc, as most of the songs are dominated by bass and drums. Her soft 
voice seems to work well with this material, though there is a sad lack of any type 
of lead guitar. With titles like “Winter in Hell”, “You Look Like Hell Tonight”, and 
“Walking Catastrophe”, it is a safe bet that this isn’t feel-good music. But the sparse 
and simple melodies do sound appropriate on much of this material. Sharp is a tal¬ 
ented photographer whose works are in New York’s Museum of Modern Art. It’s a 
lot easier to be a solo photographer than a solo musician. 

-Dug 

IN MEMORY 
IN SO MANY WORDS 
DOUGHMAIN RECORDS 

Stutter-stop emo kids In Memory have actualized the formula 
of At the Drive-In dumbed-down for the Thursday nation. With 
passion and angst their sole ingredients, they fail to realize 
any original moments that Finch, Brand New and dozens of 
others haven’t mined in the last year (if not months). Their 
tight rhythms and nimble guitar lines work their damnedest to charm any listener, 
bqt the vocals do more for the over-all product than anything (especially carrying 
lines like “I’m not satisfied with being anonymous anymore"). Scatty moments and 
breathy chirps show more pop attention than most of their contemporaries. The 
band shows potential to carry the torch if the screamo-emo-whatever flame isn’t 
extinguished by boredom and a lack of creativity genre-wide. 

- Rob Macy 

IRECORE 
IRECORE 

SELF-RELEASED / 

I recore is a California trio whose dark-edged approach to the 
funkier side of metal is an interesting twist on common themes. 
Sounding like a merge of Prong, Primus, and Motograter, the 
crunchy metal guitar and finger popping bass backed by a 

_I_machine-like precise drum beat really work both with and 

against each other, making for an enticing listen. Progressively delving into the heav¬ 
ier side of things, Irecore’s music hustles and bustles like a NYC rush hour crowd and 
rarely finds time to breath, always pushing the boundaries of conventional metal. 
Ambitious and musically sound, Irecore’s unique stance taken on the band’s self- 
titled 10-track release should garnish the outfit some well-deserved attention. 

-Mike SOS 
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JUNE 
EP-2 

SELF-RELEASED 

June is a dark-edged rock trio whose latest batch of songs are 
poignant, authoritative, and extravagantly dramatic, not unlike 
Deftones or Chevelle In fact, this Southern California outfit 
liberally borrows from both the ethereal feel of post-hardcore 
and the decisive crunch of nu-metal, creating a captivating 
sound eager to swirl around your head for hours on end. 

-Mike SOS 

LAST OF THE FAMOUS 
THE MUSIC OR THE MISERY 
FOUR FIVE SIX ENTERTAINMENT 
Last of the Famous are from New York and Sweden They 
play poppy hardcore/straight-edge music. I think they’re real¬ 
ly boring and dull, but that could be because I had to get drunk 
and eat a cheeseburger before I could'safely allow myself to 
listen to straight-edge music without the fear of subliminal 
messages corroding my mind! Isn’t that a terrible thing to say? I’m such a jerk! But 
don’t they seem awfully preachy? Well, the truth is that I can’t understand their 
lyrics...but I’m just assuming! Like I said, I’m a jerk. I apologize! The music is so 
dull, though, that I have no interest in deciphering the lyrics 

-chad 

LATE AS USUAL 
LATE AS USUAL 
LOADED BOMB RECORDS 

If you heard this music blaring from a nearby garage, you 
might think, “Oh, cool—a garage band.” Praise should be 
given to those that enjoy the art of creating music and doing 
something constructive with their time, but this has no busi¬ 
ness on an actual compact disc The intro to each song deliv¬ 
ers promise and the possibility of a decent track, but as soon as all the instruments 
come together and the lyrics come like salt in a wound, all hope is lost This album 
is god awful in every sense of the ^expression. 

-Thomas Murray 

LEFTOVER CRACK 
FUCK WORLD TRADE 
ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES •' 

The third disc from NYC punk/ska/hardcore outfit Leftover Crack 
is their first on Alternative Tentacles (with the Biafra stamp of 
approval) and produced by Big Black and Rapeman 
axeman/vocal weirdo and producer of a giant percentage of the 
,best albums of the last 20 years Steve Albini (big big stamp) 
FUCK WORLD TRADE is a brutal and artful album. There are passages where Leftover 
Crack sound like a typical genre band. The group seems to have fun in the ska sections. 
In fact, they give their all to each style. Albini’s minimal strings and nice and neat touch¬ 
es throughout work like a charm. FUCK WORLD TRADE is an attack upon the fas¬ 
cism—mainly focusing on Bush. My favorite song is “One Dead Cop”, which is a hard¬ 
core pop song FUCK WORLD TRADE is a great 21st-century rock album 

-H Barry Zimmerman 
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MATT COSTA 
MATT COSTA 
VENERABLE MEDIA 

This five-song EP from Huntington Beach folk phenom 
Matt Costa is a welcome change of pace from the ubiq¬ 
uitous alt-country folk that is sweeping the industry. With 
a nod to Donovan and Van Morrison, Costa has created 
a whimsical world of retro-folk Music like this is both 
timeless and addictive These are the types of songs that haunt the sub¬ 
conscious as you walk down an empty street, look out across a lonely hori¬ 
zon, or reflect on the things that might have been. The low-key, sparse 
instrumentation of these tunes (usually just acoustic guitar, light drums, and 
a bass) puts the focus on the songwriting—which doesn’t get much better 
than this Costa is an incredibly talented and mature musician for his 21 
years. Currently, he is working on his full-length debut in the Orange County 
studio of Tom Dumont from No Doubt If Costa can produce a coherent 
album as wonderful as this EP, he’ll be the best thing to come out of Orange 
County in a long time 

-DUG 

MARK MALLMAN 
MR. SERIOUS 
BADMAN RECORDS 

Ironically titled MR. SERIOUS, Mark Mailman is a 
‘70s piano-rock revivalist who is most known for 
playing his 26.2-hour song “Marathon” on live TV and 
subsequently losing his voice for three months. 
Apparently, Mailman’s live act is sometimes mistak¬ 
en for a live comedy show, but he takes his musicianship seriously 
MR. SERIOUS is somehow a mix of Joe Cocker and Elton John, but 
with a Southern Baptist aura to it “Still Wasted” and “Anesthesia” are 
my two favorite songs from the album, perfectly blending piano pop 
with aggression This album is entertaining, if nothing else, so give it 
a chance 

-Zac 

MC LARS 
THE LAPTOP EP 
SIDECHO 

|steph, honey, you win, you were right Atom and His 
Package was brilliant once I admit it He’s already 
inspired disciples like MC Lars, whose hilarious U S. 
|debut THE LAPTOP EP actually lends credibility to a 
Stanford education. Using little more than his laptop, 
Lars mixes pop, rock, and rap to create his own “style” and lays down some 
of the cleverest rhymes this side of Atmosphere “Signing Emo” condemns 
the music biz, “I Generation” hates on IPods, and “Straight Outta 
Stockholm” is like Naughty by Nature’s “Everything’s Gonna Be Alright” for 
the prep-school crowd. But all the irony has a heart, it seems, he admits a 
love for both Bob Dylan and Beyonce’s butt (Dylan’s music, that is). Go out 
and buy it to stay hip 

-jck 
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WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR/WHY IN 10 WORDS: Not Bush, I’m afraid of what he’ll do without 
reelection looming 

WHAT WORDS FROM BUSH OR KERRY HAVE MADE THE MOST IMPACT ON YOU/WHY: “and no 
child will be left behind” because it’s destructively misguided and no one is Doing anything about it 
BEST POLITICIAN THAT EVER LIVED: i don’t think we know the person yet 


LIARS ACADEMY 
DEMONS 
EQUAL VISION 

‘Trying to make sense out of this instrument Trying to make a 
sound that’s interesting ” These lyrics from the album opener, 
“Microtron”, shows Liars Academy at its most interesting in this 
audio chronicle of probing self-exploration. The band is comparable 
to Elvis Costello as indie rock. The Costello part is good, but the 
indie-rock part is generic. While this may be the most mature Liars Academy album yet, 
the group has to opt for something less formulaic to truly “make a sound that’s interesting.” 

-Tom "Tearaway” Schulte 

LOVE EQUALS DEATH 
4 NOTES ON A DYING SCALE 
POPSMEAR RECORDS 

Love Equals Death is members from Tsunami Bomb, Loose 
Change, and 26 MPH I don’t think there’s anything that special 
about them. If you like Tsunami Bomb or like AFI or bands with 
that sound, you’ll dig them, I suppose If you want a better descrip¬ 
tion of their sound, turn in your thesaurus to the word “boring.” 
This is just a four-song EP put out to support Love Equals Death on their national tour. 

-chad 




MELVINS/LUSTMORD 
PIGS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 
IPECAC RECORDINGS 

Once you get past the haunted-house intro to 
PIGS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE (think creaking 
doors and a tolling bell), be ready for a new dose 
of The Melvins. After 20 albums, you’d think the 
creative ideas would take a minor slide Not for 
The Melyins. This time they’ve collaborated with 
the ever-dark Lustmord, giving PIGS a whopping dose of metal and 
industrial style Tracks such as “Toadi Acceleratio” and the 22- 
minute 29-second “Pigs of the Roman Empire” feel like you’re step¬ 
ping into a sordid dream or drug-induced nightmare. They sway 
between hard-chord rock and a horror flick Great album, but trust 
me, don’t listen alone 

-Darren Ratner 
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MENOMENA 

I AM THE FUN BLAME MONSTER! 

TEAM CLERMONT 

It’s been a long time since I’ve listened to an album and 
wanted to shake the band members’ hands right after¬ 
wards. Menomena has produced an amazing display of 
shockingly unique and outrageously groundbreaking 
songs that awoke my ears from their bored slumber (due to some of the driv¬ 
el I’ve heard recently). The songs are truly unclassifiable, as they blend rock, 
jazz, and electronic styles into partially improvised songs. Yet the album 
remains very listenable, as order is maintained throughout the songs, with 
fantastic vocal arrangements to accompany the already so intriguing music. 
Open-minded fans of experimental indie rock will appreciate this album, 
which was recorded using a program designed by band member Brent Knopf 
himself. And if the music wasn’t reason enough to buy this album, the fact 
that it comes in a full flipbook case should help make your decision for you 

-Zac 

MURDER SQUAD 
RAVENOUS MURDER 
CANDLELIGHT 

Swedish death metal supergroup Murder Squad, featur¬ 
ing members of Entombed and Dismember, stick their 
collective knives out for a gorier, more visceral 
approach to metal on the 12-track RAVENOUS MUR¬ 
DER. Bursting with uncompromising, ultra-heavy songs 
like “Homocide”, the splattercore mentality is alive and well here, show¬ 
cased on tracks like the thunderous “Epidermal Massacre” and the frivo¬ 
lously titled yet punchy “Spunkslut”. Growling its way through thick, sludgy 
grooves, Murder Squad has made blood and guts fun again, as this side 
project for the quartet, initially a death metal cover band, has reared a 
monstrous metal beast on the level of bands that started the whole 
Gothenburg movement 

-Mike SOS 

MY COUSIN KATE 
SQUARE ONE 
HEAD HONCHO 

My Cousin Kate is a Scottish quartet who seems to be taking 
the U K. by storm. On the band’s three-track release, you’ll 
find breezy rock songs with a hint of elegance. Mashing 
Radiohead, U2, and syrupy sweet melodies into an ear-pleas¬ 
ing collection of rock songs, fans of easygoing yet ultra-intelli¬ 
gent rock will dive headlong into this release. 

-Mike SOS 

NEVEA 

DO I HAVE TO TELL YOU WHY I LOVE YOU 
EULOGY RECORDINGS 

This Southern California sextet has created a mildly 
interesting debut album that blends catchy hardcore, 
emo, and some screamo backing vocals that sound like 
Bela Legosi with a stake through his throat. The soaring 
melodies and techno keyboard backing would be enter¬ 
taining, if they weren’t overcome by the comically overdone backing 
vocals At most times, it sounds like the Cookie Monster with a bad cold 
shouting out the Budweiser ad, “Waz up?” There is some nice, sophisti¬ 
cated album art on the CD sleeve, some good poetry in the lyrics, and 
some good music on this disc; unfortunately, it is all wasted by the guy with 
the bleeding tonsils. Most people will have trouble listening to this all the 
way through even once 

-Dug 

NOODLE MUFFIN 
REGIME CHANGE 
FYOOG STATE RECORDS 

The latest release from Los Angeles’s insane comic 
artists is an epic release of staggering proportions. 
With 20 tracks of Bush-bashing madness arid at least 
five extra hidden tracks, this album ranks with some of 
the all-time greatest off-the-wall albums. It is the third 
full-length release from this band—but by far the most important. With a 
release date of 9/11 and a powerful political commitment to rid the world 
of their least-favorite dictator, these young men have stepped to the front 
of the furor over the impending election. All proceeds from the album are 
being donated to charity, and the entire album can be downloaded for 
free at www.operationregimfchange.org/2004/08/unofficially_of.html. 

The music sounds like a hybrid of The Beastie Boys, Frank Zappa, and 
The Barenaked Ladies. Perhaps the most surprising item on this disc is 
the lead vocalist George Bush himself! Join the fight, download the 
album, and save the world. 

-Dug 
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www.boobietrapoc.com 


Boobie Trap’s New Album 
Look Inside” Available Now at 


Tower Records Stores in Orange County 
Tower Records Stores in Long Beach 
Fingerprints in Long Beach 
Black Hole in Fullerton 
Bionic Records 
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NURAL 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 
SELF-RELEASED 

Take a little bit of the Lost Prophets and Story of the Year type 
sounds and mix it with a little bit of a progressive rock sound, 
and that is how you can best describe L.A.’s Nural. For a self- 
released effort, these kids did a very nice job. They managed 
to keep my attention on their five-song EP with their elaborate 
guitar work. They implement a ton of unusual time signatures, which offset the 
catchy melodies of the music. The pace of the EP is very swift, but they slow it down 
on the song “Spotlight”, which gives you a nice breather. The recording quality is 
somewhat poor; and for the technical sound these guys are trying to pull off, a clean¬ 
er, more-produced sound would fit better. A nice touch to the EP was including a well 
put-together music video of a track that doesn’t appear on the EP, “Tension”. 

-David Walter 

OFER 

SHORT STORY LONG 
BIG WHEEL RECREATION 

Why is there such an influx of hippieish ‘60s rock lately? 
Everyone seems to want to travel back into the time of free love 
and rock ‘n’ roll. The Thrills have it taken care of, so (I hate to say 
it) there’s not much room left for anybody else. This is especial¬ 
ly true when it is as hackneyed as Ofer’s SHORT STORY 
LONG. Ofer is short for Ofer Moses, the singer/songwriter behind the album. I guess 
if you like that kind of thing that you should definitely check it out. www.ofermoses.com 

-tChow 

N OUR OWN 
NOW AND FOREVER 
PERFECT VICTIM RECORDS 

On Our Own is a more thug-influenced Hatebreed. It retains 
the stomp that bands of this nature are known for and seems 
very content with the fact that they will stick around that gen¬ 
eral area. Tough lyrics with an even tougher delivery; it sounds 
like the singer swallowed glass and decided to sing with the 
glass still lodged in his throat. To some, this may be the new gospel, but I can eas¬ 
ily file it in the forgettable pilfe. 

-Ray Harkins 

OUTBREAK 
YOU MAKE US SICK 
BRIDGE NINE 

15 tracks (in as many minutes) of hilariously sarcastic hyper-hard- 
core from Outbreak, all wrapped up in a nasty package with help 
from producer Don Fury (Judge, Youth of Today). Don’t play this 
one around the kiddies or elderly, because every song features at 
least three “shits,” four “fuckings,” and a half-dozen “fucks.” Taking 
the piss out of pretty much every facet of the hardcore scene—and life in general—these 
guys don’t care about anything other than pure expressions of rage and pent-up frus¬ 
trations. Total scream therapy here, the band nailing rapid delivery chops. 

-Jason Schreurs 

PLAY PRETTY FOR BABY 
SELF-TITLED 
THE AGENCY RECORDS 

Energetic and lively is the best way to go ahead and label this 
EP. The music is dominated by the booming bass, which is 
cranked up more than the usual. They also incorporate some 
crafty guitar work within their breakdowns that keep the sound 
on the edge and creative. With a political _expression hidden in 
the music, the lyrics and vocals are extremely passionate and packed with vigor. 
Although the vocals can seem very repetitive at times, the energy behind them push¬ 
es that monotony away. Even though Play Pretty for Baby have a political message 
behind their music, they aren’t preaching away; they are simply just rocking out loud. 

-David Walter 

RANDOM 

SELF-TITLED DEMO 
VALOR ENTERTAINMENT 

I hated this record the first time, when it was called Story of the 
Year. Apparently, originality and creativity mean nothing to the 
kids in Random. Punk-rock beats mixed with both pop and 
hardcore sensibilities make for one crappy EP. 

-ADF 

REDEFINING SCENES 2 
FINGER RECORDS SAMPLER 
FINGER RECORDS 

Could punk rock pay the bills? Well, no, but REDEFINING 
SCENES 2 could play out like a punk rockers wet 
dream...unless you already have most of these tunes, in which 
case this compilation would prove useless. Highlights come on 
tracks from Narcoleptic Youth, The Circle Jerks, Broken Bottles, 
and El Centro. My biggest beef with this sampler is that every other song has that 
“whoah-ohh” chorus. I used to fucking love those choruses, but, as with masturbating 
to the same Alyssa Milano photos for years, it just kinda gets old after awhile. 

-Jude Ruiz 
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REEVE OLIVER 
SELF-TITLED 
THE MILITIA GROUP 

After a spot on the 2003 Vans Warped Tour and touring with 
Yellowcard, San Diego power-pop rockers Reeve Oliver may 
think they still have something to prove. The proof is in the 
music, as the band’s self-titled debut proves they’re a terrific 
trio. There’s nothing bad about this record, with tracks such as 
‘I Want Burns”, “On the Floor”, and “Yer Motion” being unbelievably catchy. The gui¬ 
tars and bass are solid, and Sean O’Donnell’s voice is gentle yet gutsy. Reeve Oliver 
may have more to learn as far as diverse songwriting, but it’s all good. You should 
love these guys. 

-Darren Ratner 

RIVER CITY HIGH 
EXTENDED PLAY 
DOGHOUSE 

After a slight, unanticipated break, the catchy guitar hooks and 
pop/rock choruses of River City High are back. This time 
around, things have changed a little bit: The band has toned 
^Jdown the pop flavor a tad, yet still keeping a fresh, fast-paced 
performance of rock music. The music is a little more soulful 
and harmonious in a high-speed fashion. All five songs are brisk and do not slow 
down. The raspy vocals of James Menefee create a sense of strength and power 
Dehind the commanding, melodic guitars. River City High has definitely hit a growth 
spurt, as the music hasn’t dramatically changed, but it has evolved enough to say 
that these guys finally got it right. 

-David Walter 

ROBOTNICKA 
SPECTRE EN VUE.. 

BLOODLINK 

Revolutionary French electro-rebels Robotnicka attack 
audio through their amazing, powerful commentary of the 
post-industrial world of “BIDIP-BIP? DIP-BIDIP!” In a 
world of robots, airplanes, computers, etc., they delve fur¬ 
ther into the postmodern crisis The Flaming Lips opened 
up for us in “Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots”. Catchy synth melodies, thuddy 
Dunk bass lines, and the paranoid wail all do their job by sucking the listener 
into this hidden world of today/tomorrow. This is the future, and I like it. If you 
are a fan of Clinic and other similar art-punk surgeons, then this is a must. For 
more info, visit robotnicka.org. 

-Norberto Gomez, Jr. 

RYAN’S HOPE 

THE TRIALS OF RECESSION 
DOUBLE ZERO RECORDS 

These guys really lack an identity and personality, and they 
spend all the time on their full-length THE TRIALS OF 
RECESSION trying to find it. Ryan’s Hope can’t decide if they 
want to be a pop-punk band or a hardcore/metal band in their 
songs, and the flip-flopping back and forth on this album gets 
tiring. Combine their lack of identity with songs that sound all the same, and you get 
a below-par album The only song that sounds different and stands out is the clos¬ 
ing track, “Midnight”. The rest of the songs are really deficient in terms of diversity 
and originality. Better luck next time, guys. 

-David Walter 
S 

PUKING AND CRYING 
SUICIDE SQUEEZE 

S is the long-awaited solo project from Seattle’s Jenn Ghetto 
(ex-Carissa Weird), who could be the little sister who steals all 
of your good records and listens to them alone in her room...or 
your bitch-whore of an ex who steals all of your good records 
and listens to them with her new love. PUKING AND CRYING 
expresses these dualities. Through 10 tortured tracks, Ghetto explores shyness and 
aggression, at once both begging and demanding while slickly-produced 
Radiohead-type beats support clumsy lo-fi guitars and vocals that wander through 
time breaking both syntax and hearts as well as any Will Oldham song. This could 
De Trans Am meets Edith Frost at a Le Tigre show, or maybe she’s the girl all those 
super sad Bright Eyes songs are about. In any case, PUKING is as easy to like as 
it is difficult to classify. 

-jxk. 

SALEM 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE ME 
FIDDLER 

Gainesville, Florida quintet Salem’s gritty approach to punk 
rock is captured on the five-track LOVE IT OR LEAVE ME. 
Rounded out with a decisively heavier-handed attack than 
your average punk group, Salem has much in common with 
fellow statesmen Hot Water Music and Avail, wielding sinewy 
and emotive tunes like “Confession” without the whiny aftertaste. Salem’s punchy 
guitar lines such as the one found in “Aphrodite’s Tears” meld the elegance of The 
Cure with the firepower of Thrice, making this band an outfit that knows how to keep 
it heavy without losing its head. 

-Mike SOS 
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FULL WEST COAST TOUR! 


10/8 Tempe, AZ @ Big Fish Pah 
10/9 Silverlake, CA @ Spaceland 
10/10 San Francisco, CA @ Caffe Da Nerd 
10/11 Petaluma, CA @ Phoenix 
10/13 Seattle, WA @ Chop Saey 
10/14 Portland, OR @ Dante s 
10/15 Vancouver, BC @ Red Room 
10/14 Victoria, BC @ Lucky Bar 
10/18 Eugene, OR @ John Henry's 
10/19 San Jose, CA @ The Blank Club 
10/20 Sacramento, CA @ The Boardwalk 
10/21 Long Beach, CA @ Alex's Bar 
10/22 Santa Barbara, CA @ Velvet Jones CJHTOtHW RECS8BS 
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YOUR band Ain't shit. 



Or is your band * THE shit? 

Tell us about it and get on 

our comp sampler with a 5-tDOO free cd pressing 

call lati at 114839-5800 or oinaif: martisKratclynayazinexoni 





SATURDAY LOOKS GOOD TO ME 
EVERY NIGHT 
POLYVINYL RECORD CO. 

This is a form of music that you would have heard in the 1960s 
pop and Motown era, music those soda-fountain hangouts 
would emit from their jukebox while girls in poodle skirts 
danced away. This album is a veritable orchestra of classic 
indie music from start to finish: with an assortment of instru¬ 
ments that range from 12-string guitars to the saxophone and tambourine, you get 
little bit of everything in terms of the instrumentation. With female and male 
vocals switching back and forth, the vocals easily push the album along and keep 
every song fresh. Even the recording and production value on this album hold a 
unique vinyl sound to them, and you easily forget you’re listening to a CD. You 
might even find yourself dreaming up a scene with that classic jukebox, cherry 
cokes, and girls in poodle skirts. 

-David Walter 

SENSES FAIL 
LET IT UNFOLD YOU 
VAGRANT 

The latest band in a long line of screamo surfaces with 
another CD in a long line of mediocre-yet-capable collec¬ 
tions of (you guessed it) screamo. Capable, clean vocals 
are interspersed with the crazy background screamy guy 
that all of these bands employ. Like a lot of screamo mer¬ 
chants, it’s hard notto think about these guys slogging away in the pop-punk 
scene before they heard their first Refused or Thursday CD. And really, I’d 
be hard-pressed to name a song that stood out from the rest (although 
repeated listens could very well glean me a fave track or two). Safe, palat¬ 
able tunes here, eying up a spot on the airwaves amongst a sea of screamo. 

-Jason Schreurs 

SHOCKS OF MIGHTY 
TWO STEPS FORWARD 
DARK HORSE RECORDS 

I’m up for discovering great reggae bands, and with 
Shocks of Mighty, I’ve just discovered another one. This 
California six-piece offers up an old-school reggae vibe 
with modern sensibilities. The band’s new album, TWO 
STEPS FORWARD, showcases everything from dub to 
rocksteady to dancehall. If you’re a fan of all forms of reggae, Shocks of 
Mighty is essential for your collection. While I was really digging the entire 
album, they also show off their musical ability with instrumentals like “Move It”. 
Every track on this album will make you want to dance, from “Working for 
Babylon” (which has a very strong roots feel) all the way to more upbeat tracks 
like “The Number”. The band’s dub offerings are also on par with stuff that you 
would hear from Lee Perry. You won’t be disappointed with Shocks of Mighty 
if you’re a true fan of reggae music. 

-Dane Jackson 

SLATER 
SELF-TITLED 

FORK IN HAND RECORDS 

Boston quartet Slater are proud people. After five years 
and three other releases, the band looks to revamp what 
was previously a pop/rock sound into something more 
experimental. They’ve done the job with this self-titled 

_effort. “History” is one of the standout tracks, with crafty 

beats, echo, and crispy guitars. “Ritual” is another good example, melding 
together sickly-sounding chords with bouncy, punchy beats. All in all, for 
Slater, mission accomplished. 

-Darren Ratner 

SOCIAL DISTORTION 
LIVE IN ORANGE COUNTY 
TIME BOMB RECORDINGS 

This year is going to be a great year for Social D fans. 
First, you’ve got this live DVD—the band’s first ever 
live DVD—then you’ve got a new release and a tour. I 
'S|could almost die a happy man. The quality of this DVD 
is great. While some of the stage lighting distorts the 
colors at times, the entire style and feel of the DVD makes me want to 
see Social D live in person again. There are a few stylistic elements to 
this DVD that also enhance it. Sometimes, the frame slows down mid 
jump, so you can see Mike Ness in all his glory. At times, the picture 
changes from clear and in color to grainy with gray tones. It’s all in good 
taste. Everything is done to enhance the live experience. Some live 
DVDs cut out the band’s interaction with the crowd, but we get it all with 
this release—and since Mike Ness is such a good storyteller, it’s well 
worth it. The band goes through highlights of their whole career and even 
throw some new tracks in for good measure. While I expected tracks like 
“Ring of Fire” and “Bad Luck”, I was surprised with the decision to leave 
off “I Was Wrong”. Oh, well. Also, the special features are great: you get 
interviews, photo galleries, and a featurette or two. This is essential for 
any Social D fan. 




-Dane Jackson 
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SOCIETY’S FINEST 

LOVE, MURDER, AND A THREE LETTER WORD 
HAND OF HOPE 

Society’s Finest play the kind of gripping, grueling metalcore 
that will leave you sweaty, spent, and most likely, really banged 
up. Nine tracks of unabashed bitterness is what you’ll find here, 
complete with some harsh lyrics and a relentless need to whip 
things into frenzy. Such is the case on the taxing “Ennis, TX” 
and the wicked riffages of “Always a Bridesmaid, Never a Bride”, breeding explo¬ 
siveness whose volatility knows no bounds. If you’re looking for some extreme 
music, the latest from Society’s Finest will surely send you over the edge. 

-Mike SOS 

ISPUTTERDOLL 
PROCEED WITHOUT CAUTION 
INCOMPLETE 

Sputterdoll is a punk-rock act from the Bay Area comprised of 
two dudes and two chicks, and their six-song jaunt is bouncy 
and carefree with a touch of jadedness, making them sound 
like a softer version of F Minus. Choice cuts here include the 
Inear riot-grrrl sing-along of “He’s the One” and a floppy 
attempt at ska on “The Good Life” that only works because it’s so disjointed. 
Sputterdoll’s delivery isn’t always precise, but it always makes sense and isn’t 
wasteful, giving the band an advantage over other bands in the genre. 

-Mike SOS 

STAND AND FIGHT 
TOGETHER WE WIN 
BRIDGE NINE 

Anyone who has heard of the Boston hardcore band Ten Yard 
Fight may recognize the vocals of their ex-lead singer Wrench, 
who now does the crooning for Stand and Fight. Despite the fact 
that most of SAF is from Southern California, Wrench’s East Coast 
influence bleeds into the music like a red sock in a load of tightie- 
whities. This album is insanely fast and aggressive. I was so fond of it that I decided to 
point the speakers out the windows and blast the music at the world outside. The nor¬ 
mally chipper birds were scared shitless and silent, and my dogs fought each other dur¬ 
ing the entire 14 songs...which I put on repeat and then took a nap in the other room. 

-Thomas Murray 
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THE BEAKERS 

FOUR STEPS TOWARD A CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
K RECORDS 

The Beakers is made unique by the jerky, art-damaged sax 
blowing of Jim Anderson. Guitarist/vocalist Mark E. Smith (not 
of The Fall) goes for a heady, reaching voice that recalls PSY¬ 
CHO KILLER-era David Byrne. The angular guitar works with 
the sax in the post-punk arrangements that recall James 
Chance & the Contortions. This all makes sense, given that this is mostly unre¬ 
leased material from The Beakers, a group alive from 1980-1981. www.krecs.com 

-Tom “Tearaway” Schulte 

THE BLONDES, INC. 

SELF-TITLED 
GO CYCLE MEDIA 

This is exactly what we need: another ‘80s-inspired band ready to 
Wang Chung tonight. So what differentiates The Blondes, Inc. from 
a flock of others? Well, this debut was produced, mixed, and record¬ 
ed by new-wave visionary Richard Lloyd of Television, for starters. 
This quartet (based out of New York via Nashville) has shared the 
stage with other up-and-comers, like The Fever and Secret Machines. There is no mis¬ 
taking that this album is full of hits and misses. The album kicks off with catchy little num¬ 
bers like “Listen” and “You Got If, thanks, in part, to regurgitated Ramones melodies, but 
the band’s real strengths are evinced in songs like “Stupid Things” and ‘Tonighf. I believe 
that this band can go into a studio and come out with a much better album. Or perhaps I’m 
wrong: maybe this is just as good as they get. (And no, none of them are blondes.) 

-Jude Ruiz 

THE BOMBSHELLS 
SELF-TITLED 

The Bombshells unabashedly promote 77 style punk rock. The 
Bombshells regurgitate played-out rhythms from The 
Ramones, Johnny Thunders, The Replacements, The Sex 
„ Pistols, and just about any other punk band rockin’ in 77. The 

wt Ip Bombshells should try coming up with some of their own 

_ILJchops. This L A. quartet built a name for themselves from their 

wild stage shows. It’s not like this album sucks ass: there are plenty of catchy tunes. 
It’s just that, if I wanted to hear these melodies, I would go straight to the sources. 

-Jude Ruiz 




y m WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR/WHY IN 10 WORDS: myself, i’m the most qualified to lead my own 

f WHAT WORDS FROM BUSH OR KERRY HAVE MADE THE MOST IMPACT ON YOU/WHY: they 

* don’t mean anything to me. 

BEST POLITICIAN THAT EVER LIVED: ha ha, trick question! 


STATICA 
S/T 

DELIRIUM RECORDS 

By the looks of the insert’s retro-looking space girl, I knew that 
STATICA would be filled with spacey keyboards, good old-fash¬ 
ioned California melodies, and a healthy dose of Big Star’s 
punchy power pop. The end result may come across a bit kitschy 
at points, but Statica’s good time grooves go down smooth. 

-Matthew Siblo 

STELLAR 
DROWN THE SUN 
SELF-RELEASED 

Orange County has been reaped bare of potential rock stars for 
close a decade. Now, late for the dance, Stellar bring their truck- 
load of ambition and hands-full of ability into an already over¬ 
crowded alt-pop arena. Offering little more than sparsely catchy 
hooks and typically over-worded and under powered lyrics, the 
record crawls with the familiarity of your 8th grade farewell with all the relevance. Too 
few and far between are the atmospheric bits, which - along with the lyrics - flail wild¬ 
ly at achieving depth but cease to come anywhere close. Shockingly average. 

- Rob Macy 

SWEET POISON 
YESTERDAY’S SWEETHEARTS 
STREET ANTHEM RECORDS 

Sweet Poison-had put out another album under the name Riot 
Squad, but have since changed their name. They are from the 
Netherlands and play street-punk music. They have female back¬ 
ing vocals and add some piano arrangements. I like what they’re 
doing, for the most part. It’s something new, but it still sounds real¬ 
ly produced, I guess. There isn’t any raw energy to their music; it’s rehearsed and pol¬ 
ished, and it just slides off your ears. It doesn’t sound like they’re having fun as much 
as they’re trying to make it or whatever. But what do I know? I’m probably wrong. You 
should check them out if you like street punk that isn’t done in the typical fashion. 

-chad 





THE DATSUNS 
OUTTA SIGHT/OUTTA MIND 
V2 RECORDS 

I’m sure many of you garage-rock revivalist have 
already listened to The Datsuns. This is a very long- 
awaited release. To many readers out there, this 
release represents the hope of mainstream stardom 
that this hardworking band deserves. I hate to be a 
pessimist, but this album is at best a lackluster representation of the 
mainstream garage-rock revival movement. The band has a great 
deal of talent, but for the genre, the group fails at writing catchy 
hooks and solid songs. Instead of putting together masterpieces, it 
feels as though the group has thrown a bunch of cool-sounding riffs 
together to form songs. You may not hear the group on mainstream 
radio anytime soon, which should inspire you to grab the album, any¬ 
way. In case you haven’t been listening, radio is horrible these days 
If you’re looking for that next rocker sensation, then you should 
check out The Datsuns. 

-ADF 

THE DELGADOS 
UNIVERSAL AUDIO 
TRANSDREAMER 

If you read the bio that comes along with The 
Delgados’ new release, UNIVERSAL AUDIO, you’ll 
be told in so many words that they are the best thing 
to come out of Scotland for a long time That may be 
true, but how much comes out of Scotland, anyway? 
The band’s sound can be summed up in the following words: pop, 
indie, easy listening, boring. The vocals switch back and forth 
between girl and boy. The band is tight and has a bit to offer, but it’s 
nothing that special. A standout track on the album, though, is 
“Everybody Come Down”. 

-tChow 
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THE DWARVES 
THE DWARVES MUST DIE 
SYMPATHY FOR THE RECORD INDUSTRY 
Goddamn! After “destroying eardrums for over two decades,” 
these guys prove on their latest full-length, THE DWARVES 
MUST DIE, that they still have enough up their collective sleeve 
to piss off all those who expect from them a certain sound. Here, 
this rude and crude band are all over the place, playing industrial (the unparalleled 
heavy and mean “Fuck Eat and Fuck You Up”), energetic rock ‘n’ roll (the enthralling 
opener “Bleed On”), sugary surf/pop (“Salt Lake City”), and ...hip-hop, exhibiting a 
whole new side with songs like the groove-laden “Massacre”, a fucking hip-hop “bat¬ 
tle rap” about how “lame” some of these punk bands are nowadays. But of course 
The Dwarves bust out the good old hardcore punk for which they’re known 
(“Dominator”, “Relentless”, the speedy and insane “Blast”). Undoubtedly, some will be 
confounded while listening to this record, but those who know good music when they 
hear it will be pleasantly surprised and quite pleased. 

-Janelle Jones 

THE FUCKING AM 
GOLD 
DRAG CITY 

What do you get when you cross members of The Fucking 
Champs and Trans Am into one large conglomerate? The 
Fucking AM, of course, and an eight-track refresher course in 
weird guitar sounds, the arena rock of the 1970’s, and unforget¬ 
table melodies like the ones found in ‘Taking Liberties” and the spacey opening jam 
“Bad Leg”. Armed with a plethora of pedals and a laundry list of musical credits, The 
Fucking AM put the Moog synthesizer off of the endangered species list and back in 
the spotlight on GOLD, a must have for those that love layered guitar sounds or just 
need to hear some heavily-effected feel good rock ‘n’ roll. 





-Mike SOS 

|THE KICK 

RUMORS... RUMORS... 

SELF-RELEASED 

The “press kit” for The Kick’s E.P. consisted of a CD-R and a 
grey-scale l-Tunes-made label. With the exception of two tour 
dates scrawled on the disc surface and an e-mail address, 
|you know nothing about them. That understatement was a 
brilliant contrast to their charming power-pop jumping off the homemade disc. 
Recalling The Replacements on the wagon, or (eerily) a punked-out Bryan 
Adams with an ounce of tact and/ or self-respect, each of the four tracks offer a 
dose of early-90s optimism with the right dose of sneer to show it may all be 
song-deep. Occasionally perverse, often self-conscious, but always clever, The 
Kick may be the antidote to modern rock mediocrity. 



- Rob Macy 

THE MAGNIFICENTS 
SELF-TITLED 
KFM RECORDS 

Our old colonist buddies from the United Kingdom have sent us 
the gift of a new electro/nu-wave band. Sounding like Devo’s lit¬ 
tle brother, The Magnificents blend post-punk rhythms with key¬ 
board electronica. This is a very fun record, in the sense that this 
could’ve very well been an ‘80s cover band and it would sound the same. If you’re 
into the old sound of bands such as Devo and Talking Heads, our friends from the 
jolly island may have put out a record that will please you. Everything about this 
release screams ‘80s, right down to the cheesy cover graphics. 
]Fun times! 

-ADF 

THE MATCHES 

LIVE FROM THE HOUSE OF BLUES DVD 
KUNG FU 

This DVD was extremely well done. It includes a great live set by 
The Matches that really showcases their energetic, bouncy live 
show. Their power-infused pop is neatly captured with great cin¬ 
ematography. There are eight camera angles. This is the most powerful aspect of this 
DVD, because the various camera angles give you such unique perspectives. You 
don’t lose interest as you would with, say, a straight-on camera shot for the whole 
show. The quality of the picture is crystal clear and top of the line. To top things off, 
the DVD also includes behind-the-scenes footage, band commentary, and a photo 

_gallery. There was a lot of time and effort put into this DVD, and 

the outcome definitely displays it. 

-David Walter 

THE PARTISANS 
IDIOT NATION 

DOCTOR STRANGE RECORDS 

I normally throw away 99% of the CDs I get each month. I kept 
this one. I am going to compare The Partisans to Swinggin 
Utters. With a punk-rock background, The Partisans bring the 
‘80s to whatever it is now. It is nice to see a punk-rock band that hasn’t put out a 
new album in'almost 20 years still sound just a good as when they first started 
(namely, in 1978). If you have never heard of The Partisans and you are a fan of 
the older punk rockers, then this could be a good CD to pick up. However, if you 
are a fan of The Partisans, then whoopee for you because this one kicks ass. 
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ctis make great weapons. 


-Ian Wilkins 

THE POWER AND THE GLORY 
CALL ME ARMAGEDDON 
DEATHWISH 

If I ever find myself being eaten alive by cannibals or sick 
dogs, this is the album I want going on in the background. 
The lyrics and song titles are brilliant, schizophrenic, and 

__ detached, like the kid who sits in the back of class in all black 

and never smiles unless someone skins a knee or throws up. You could take the 
album insert to an open mic and just read off the lyrics with some strategically 
placed dramatic pauses, and you’d bring home the girl with the dyed black bangs, 
no problem. TPATG sounds a lot like Converge, which, to some, is a good 
thing...while others will run full speed back to the “what’s hot” section at Sam 
Goody. To each his own. A few song titles: “Motherfuck John Wayne”, “V Is for 
Vulture”, “Fknthndr”, “Fknltnn”. 

-Thomas Murray 

THE REGULARS 
VEGAS 

REBELLION RECORDS 

[The Regulars are a rockabilly band from Holland. They’re 
attempting to sound like they're from the ‘50s more so than 
doing any sort of modern interpretation of rockabilly. 
Unfortunately, they are so bad that you’re better off listening 
to the original rock ‘n’ roll artists from the ‘50s. Gene Vincent or Eddie Cochran 
you can’t go wrong with them, so who needs The Regulars? Plus, they do the 
worst cover of “Ring of Fire” I’ve ever heard. I imagine “Weird Al” Yankovic could 
qive Johnny Cash more dignity in a parody than The Regulars do in sincerity. 

-chad 

|THE SERMON 
VOLUME 

[ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES 

The Sermon is playing a The Yardbirds’ chaos meets The 
[stooges’ muscle version of garage rock. VOLUME is a 
serious example of why the rock wouldn’t die: it’s emo¬ 
tional and dirty and fun beyond belief. Jeff Clave and 
^jMatt Gabriel make up one hell of a guitar attack. The 
tones are fuzzed-out and violent. The rhythm section plays like angry weath¬ 
er on an enormous beat. Some of my favorite cuts include Tender Sin , 
“491”, and the 12th and final cut, “Hand to Hand”. What a noisefest stomp ‘n’ 
roll. VOLUME is a disc that should be played loud. The Sermon is delivering 
essential rock ‘n’ roll. 

-H. Barry Zimmerman 

|THE SHORE 
SELF-TITLED 
MAVERICK 

Mhe Shore is a tight-knit four-piece alt-rock outfit on 
iMaverick. They have had their fair share of major press in 
such magazines as TEENVOGUE, ELLE, FHM, and AP. 
The good reviews are well earned and accurate. They 
' rominrt me a lot of Oasis, but a lot more approachable and 
easy to listen to. The melodies are strong, the vocalist has a great instrument, 
and the songs really put you in this kick back, peaceful mood. The sound and 
instrumentation is full and creates way a truly organic and harmonious sound. 
I think this album is definitely worth listening to. www.maverick.com 

-tChow 






TUP QPAnF^ 

LEARNIN' THE HARD WAY 
GO-KART RECORDS 

I love listening to non-American punk bands. The Spades are 
no exception. These guys are from Holland, and they fill their 
music with Motorhead-inspired guitar riffs. While bits and 
pieces of the lyrical content are a bit suspect, the intensity and 
quality of the music more than makes up for the fact that 
English is probably these guys’ second language. If you like hard rock with a slight 
trace of punk music, then The Spades are right up your alley. There’s plenty of 
good things going on with this album. You’ve got love songs, anthems, social 
songs, political songs, and great guitar solos. 

-Dane Jackson 

|THE VISITATIONS 
PROPAGANDA 
SELF-RELEASED 

The Visitations is Davey Wrathgabar (guitar, vocal) joined 
by the rhythm section from On Montreal, Jason NeSmith 
and Derek Almstead. On the surface, PROPAGANDA is a 
political hootenanny standing on the left and pointing and 

....l iaimhinn with concern at the actions of Mr. 43 (George W. 

Bush) and his ilk. Underneath the subject matter (which is handled with 
humor and insight), there is musicality and a hip beat. Some of my favorite 
songs are “Questionable Intelligence”, “Osama and Your SUV , and Burn a 
Flag (4 July)”. PROPAGANDA is a cool disc from a cool band. Fight the 
power and support The Visitations. Protest rock rules—especially when it’s 
this well done. 

H. Barry Zimmerman 

THE WAXWINGS 
LET’S MAKE OUR DESCENT 
RAINBOW QUARTZ RECORDS 

On LET’S MAKE OUR DESCENT, Detroit’s The 
Waxwings offer up 10 tracks of a unique take on pop 
music. The melodies are straightforward, albeit slightly 
distorted. These melodies are accompanied by mostly 

___monotone yet warm vocal harmonies and sparse use of 

synthesizers. Put all of this together, and it works. At times, the music has 
a psychedelic feel to it, but on tracks like “On for Tomorrow”, The Waxwings 
offer up some blues, as well. All in all, this is a great album by a great 
Detroit band. At times, it was almost as if I were listening to a band my par¬ 
ents grew up listening to. 

-Dane Jackson 

ITHE WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
OH NO, IT’S AN EP! 

I SURRENDER 

The Westminster Abbey is two guys who have concocted 
a raw sound hearkening back to the ‘60s, similar in my 
mind to The Beatles. Don’t get me wrong: they are defi¬ 
nitely not as amazing and time changing as The Beatles 

,_,__ are/were: they’ve just got similar sound. Despite the album 

being extremely do-it-yourself and the product of just two members, there’s 
not much to impress on the album. If you like The Thrills and other 60s rock, 
check them out. www.thewestminsterabbey.com 

-tChow 







WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR/WHY IN 10 WORDS: Neither, I’d sooner vote for the devil himself 
WHAT WORDS FROM BUSH OR KERRY HAVE MADE THE MOST IMPACT ON YOU/WHY. 
Between the lines they say, “I can lie to you all day.” 

BEST POLITICIAN THAT EVER LIVED: Arnold or Ventura, they aren’t truly politicians. 


THE SNAKE THE CROSS THE CROWN 
MANDER SALIS 
EQUAL VISION RECORDS 

Originally from Huntsville, AL, now based out of Santa 
Barbara, The Snake the Cross the Crown pull together 
such a focused full-length debut album that it will make 
some bands downright pissed and ready to take to the 

..streets. The slightly off-kilter vocals is what keeps these 

songs on edgeTe'g. , “Honest Misappropriation”), and the band flirts with alt 
country on “A Brief Intermission”. MANDER SALIS proves a bit difficult to get. 
into at first, but when The Snake the Cross the Crown drops a straightfor¬ 
ward pop gem like “Empires", it makes it easy to come around. Remember, 
kids, patience is a virtue. For those of you who want simple pop tunes, go 

pick up a Coldplay album. , , „ . 

K -Jude Ruiz 



TOXIC NARCOTIC/MISERY 
SPLIT 

GO-KART RECORDS 

This came as a total surprise for me, as the label 
seemed to have folded up shop. From what I hear, they 
don’t answer their e-mails and their phones are dis¬ 
connected. I guess that putting out a slew of mediocre 
releases it takes its toll. Fortunately for them, this is 
not one of them. Misery offer up four new songs of their Discharge-influ¬ 
enced punk rock that has influenced many; and Toxic Narcotic bring up 
the rear with five new songs of their snotty, Final Conflict-ish attack. 
This split may go unnoticed, but in the independent punk community, it 
should be embraced. 

-Ray Harkins 







































THE WORLD'S MOST INNOVATttiMk 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC AND 

Fully-accredited Degree and Certificate 
in Guitar, Baas, Drums, Keyboards, Vooah 
Music Business, and Guitar Building t 


Mi te uhkftie among music schools itft 
its combination of rigorous technic 
education, comprehensive business 
orientation, music technology, and * * 
focus on how to survive artistically^ 
and materially in the real world." W 
k -Musician Magazine 



OUT NOW! 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

MONTREAL SPIRIT A DARE TO CARE RECORDS FAMILY 
COMPILATION 
DARE TO CARE RECORDS 

This album gets the award for most annoying packaging of the 
year. It’s a good thing the music on the album is less annoy¬ 
ing than the packaging, or else Dare to Care would be in trou- 

-" ble This compilation showcases the best of what Montreal 

has to offer. Some of the bands aren’t really from Montreal, but that’s okay. There 
rec °9 mzable names on the track list, such as Ann Beretta 
Sel MadeMan, The Honor System, and The Planet Smashers. These bands will 
suck you in to buy the comp, but I think the best thing about this comp is discov¬ 
ering the other bands that wouldn’t normally get your attention. Because of this 
comp there are a few bands I’d like to hunt down. Maybe it could serve that pur¬ 
pose for you, as well. H 

~ -Dane Jackson 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

MTV2 HEADBANGERS BALL VOLUME 2 
ROADRUNNER RECORDS 

As compilations go, this one is a pretty good deal. You get two 
discs—40 tracks—and it’s relatively inexpensive. It’s only a good 
deal if you actually like the kind of music that’s played on HEAD¬ 
BANGERS BALL these days. This compilation has the expect- 

-J ed tra cks from bands like Slipknot, Korn, and Drowning Pool 

Besides those three bands, the compilation is filled with a very wide variety of bands 

STTw nS u^ m o a u d m0re inde P endent ( e -9. Dillinger Escape Plan, Avenged 
Sevenfold, HIM, Probot). This is a very cool release for the metalhead in all of us. 

~ -Dane Jackson 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

! TO THE BITTER END: 

INTERNATIONAL PUNK HARDCORE COMPILATION 
VINEHELL PRODUCTIONS 

The title of this compilation pretty much says it all—but I’ll do my 
best to elaborate. A hefty 29-track collection of various punk and 
[hardcore bands from around the globe, TO THE BITTER END 

. . 4 -— is a smorgasbord of like-minded punk acts all doing their part in 

trying to up the collective system. It's comforting to know that two-minute songs 
about hating cops, the government, and good old-fashioned self-deprecation seems 
to be a universal concept. Maybe it’s not such a small world, after all? 






1VIVA VOCE 

THE HEAT CAN MELT YOUR BRAIN 
MINTY FRESH 

Sometimes you see a book made into a movie and it’s just not 

* the same, cause, dang, is it fun imagining those scenes with- 
| out ar) y directorial prompting. Viva Voce is that great book that 
1 y° u heard Of “by word of mouth” from a friend. They are an 
. JJadorable husband/wife duo, but they don’t let you laze around 
picturing them cooing and arguing over who is cuter. Each song is intricately lay¬ 
ered and brings in an array of sounds from a ghoulish Halloween croon to more 
breathy sultro-pop. Quietly and slowly they lure you in with each note and encour¬ 
aging word. You’re left with a world where it’s okay to be complex and use this 
shimmering template for whatever musings you desire. 

-Erika Owens 

| VOODOO GLOW SKULLS 
Jadiccion, TRADICION, REVOLUCION 
iVICTORY RECORDS 

I The bad-ass vatos from the Inland Empire are back. With a 12- 
i track album that showcases some of the highest energy ska on 
I Earth, sing-along choruses, and an attitude that mixes Latin gang- 
Jster and carney sideshow, Voodoo Glow Skulls have crafted a 

—--Jnew album that demonstrates the band’s mastery of street-sawy 

rock n roll. After playing and touring together for 16 years, it is amazing that this veter¬ 
an band still has as much power and passion as it displayed in its very first Riverside 
gigs. Blistering tracks like “Dia de los Muertos”, “Disaster”, and the title track best dis- 
play the manic talents this band has always possessed. It’s refreshing to find a band 
that sticks to its roots and improves with age. This album is a must-have for Voodoo fans 
and anyone else that wants a healthy, high-voltage dose of old-school ska. 



WHISKEY SUNDAY 
WHISKEY SUNDAY 
ANCESTOR RECORDS 

You know what is better than getting great CDs in the mail? Not 
getting crappy ones! The album starts off mildly decent, but that 
all goes down the tubes as soon as the lead singer opens his 
mouth. If you sound like Glen Danzig when you sing, it might be 
a good idea not to copy his style, ‘cause when people like me 
review your shit, the first thing I am going to think is: “Damn, this guy is a loser.” That’s 
always a bad way to start off an album review. The instrumentals sounded pretty good, 
but fuck, with as many musicians as are in this world, they ought to be. How hard could 
it be to play power chords mixed in with a little finger picking? Now, if you feel the need 
to go to their Website, you can go to www.wedonthaveawebsitecausewesuck.com. 

-Ian Wilkins 
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YEAR FUTURE 
THE HIDDEN HAND 
GOLD STANDARD LABORATORIES 
Definitely not something I would want my worst enemy 
(to have to listen to. How is that for a review? With that 
being said, this album is one of the worst things my ears 
have ever listened to. Year Future categorize them¬ 
selves as “punk,” but in my humble opinion, this CD is 
nothing more than a headache in a plastic case. The drums seem pretty 
cool, but the lyrics totally kill it. Not only are they completely mumbled, but 
the parts you can make out don’t even seem to be strung together in the 
English language. Year Future is just another bullshit band coming straight 
out of bullshit Los Angeles. 

-Ian Wilkins 

I YELLOW SWANS 
(BRING THE NEON WAR HOME 
JNARNACK RECORDS 

(Yellow Swans are Pete Swanson (formerly of Mur*der) 
land Gabriel Mindel Saloman (formerly of Boxleitner), 
land their Narnack Records debut, BRING THE NEON 
(WAR HOME, may be as about as easy for some kids 

__|to digest as that red pill in THE MATRIX. However, if 

you’ve got the stomach for artsy electro-experimental madness, then this 
should go down with ease. BRING THE NEON WAR HOME opens with a 
pulsating, LSD-induced track called “Police Eternity”, and then reaches 
its second high point on the title track. With a little help from some hallu¬ 
cinogens, this five-track disc could just come to life. Aphex Twin or 
Squarepusher this is not...but then again, what is? 

-Jude Ruiz 
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Debut Album from this up and coming 
Southern California HC Powerhouse! 



Stores And Distros Get In Touch! 

STAND AGAINST (661)942*8112 

44510 21” St. West ' 

Lancaster, CA 93536 MSTANDAGAINSTfiAOL.COM 
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ANAD1VINE THE BEAUTIFUL MISTAKE 
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**S/T ep" 


Anaheim, CA 92806 


10 / 15 * 11/20 


“The Laptop ep” 
OUT NOW! 

featuring iGeneration and Signing Emo 


www.numberonefanonline.com 

www.fromsatellite.com 
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THE HAUNTED CALIBAN IT DIES TODAY ROSES ARE RED 



Nick Cave 
d^The Bad Seeds 

•tAbattoir -Blues / The Lyre ofOrp/m 


mm 


9549valleyview cypress, ca714-828-4225 

2466 E. chapman fullerton,ca 714526-1912 

16101 bolsa chica huntington beach, ca 714-846-2585 


All titles listed are on sale from 10/15 - 11/14 
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SUICIDE GIRLS BOOr‘ 6AR0I#ECK - tfciCANOv. Stand tall. 
VISION STREET WEAR • Duane Peters signature series. OlpjScRooiJ 
Colors: pink/black * <*/ 

Sii£j|PE*. MULLEN TENSOR - designed be Rooney Mullen. Wear cm. 
v W RUDE MAN JHAIR GEL * spike it stiff, 

FL0WLA8 SKATEBOARDS - deck combines skate/snow mobility. 
£*;?«* ““'Iw-,. * U '* 
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IN 
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TRIGGER HAPPY TATTOO 
& BODY PIERCING 



704 E. Whittier Blvd. 
La Habra, GA 
THTINK.COM 


562 * 691*8925 

G0;O 

Gift Cards • Personal Checks • AT M 




Get your 
tattoo 
or 

piercing 

studio 

in 

Skratch 

before 

our 

rates go 
up!!!!! 

IX... 

$50 

3X... 

$45 

6X... 

$40 

Call 714 
639-5000 
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Call to book your ad 714 639-5000 



PRO TOOI.S 
AN ALOIS 



WKSTIIKilCII 

KK(;<mmuis 


WESfm;a<:nnE(;(ini)EKS,<;(iM 





Pro tools HD, SSL, NEVE 
$55/hrand up-experienced engineer included 


Rtcem Clients: 

ludionent. Trust Company, The Neptunes. 
John Mayer, Dirty Degas, Something Corporate, 
New Found Glory, Pink, Flaming tips. Inrassic 5 


323 465-4000 - 818 760-8734 


see photos and more at 
www.paramoMntrecording.com 


^* 4 % Recording 
fcfj Studio' 

L ong Beach 

562 - 427-1030 


Call us for all your 
recording and 
mastering needs. 
Hourly rate $25 


Http://www.Teggers.us 
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SKRATCH 

WANTS 

YOU!!! 

Intern 

positions 

available 

714-639-5000 


Hign Quality CD/DVD Replication 
1000 3 colof Relail Readj CDs $919.00 
1000 Bull Replicated 1 color CDs S485 00 
2500 5 color Replicated DUD-5s $2,200.00 

VOLUME DISK MANUFACTURING 

Toll Free: (000) 591-IIoluie! 


Producer, 64 TRK PRO TOOLS 

Engineer, « 

Drummer: 4 % 

Derek O'Brien f 

Tracking C '**"*• * / J 

ss mnJmvm 

Mastering ItiWIHJthffiMuilio 

/ \ 

See Web Site for [y I f 

Recording Credits *** \ 

$30 $35 hr (323) l$IU-8731 

w/ Engineer WWW.tldlKiOUml.COIIt 


Apogee 
Avalon 
Neve 
Neumann 
A KG 
DW Drums 
Marshall 


Glendale 
Ca 91205 







































GOT PUNKROCK TV? if 

you have a computer you do! Just 
log on to punkrocktelevision.comor 
accessphoenix.org every 

Wednesday afternoon at 
3:30pm(CST)(in Phoenix Ch. 98 
Cox cablefor the latest featuring 
interviews with Face to Face, 
Ataris, DHC, No Use for a Name, 
plu videos, wakeboarding,skate¬ 
boarding and more! 

INTERNET PIRATE WANTED: to 

INFILTRATE & DOMINATE THE EWB FOR 
KILLER INDIE LABEL. SOME PAY. EMAIL 
PJ@ACETATE.COM . 

INTERN WANTED Music 
Industry PR firm seeks motivated 
interns. Silverlake based, flexible 
hours. Great opportunity: learn biz, 
make contacts. No pay - many 
perks.(323)667-1344; 
lnternFlyPR@aol.com 

RECORD COMPANY SEEKING IN 

HOUSE GRAPHICS PERSON. 
PLEASE CALL 714-638-7090 FOR 
MORE INFORMATION. 

DELIVERY DRIVERS 

NEEDED! 

SKRATCH IS SEEKING DRIVERS FOR MONTHLY 
DISTRO FOR ALL AREAS. MUST HAVE RELIABLE 
DECENT SIZED VEHICLE, INSURANCE AND 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD. SEND ALL INQUIRIES 
TO D6TRBUTCN@SKRATCHMAGAZINE.COM. 


SKRATCH WANTS YOU!!! 

CRAPPY MAG NEEDS INTERNS TO HELP N ALL 
ASPECTS OF PRODUCING A MONTHLY MAG. 
VAST MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE, PHONE AND 
COMPUTER EXPERIENCE 6 HELPFUL, BUT 
NOTIECESSARY. COLLEGE 

Students recomended. 

email; press @ SKRATCHMAGAZINE.COM 

ATTN:PUNK ROCK GRUNT for 

MORE INFO. 

OC BASED COMPANY LOOKING FOR 
EXPERIENCED SILK SCREEN PRINTER. 

Starting wage depends on experi¬ 
ence. Working knowledge of 
Photoshop and illustrator is a 
plus. Full time position available. 
Please fax resume to (714) 638- 
7092 OR EMAIL 

Rawpwer@yahoo.com for more 
info. 

BATTLE OF THE BANDS JUDGES 
NEEDED! Must be a record label 

OR PUBLICITY TYPE.VARIOUS WEST 

Coast shows, email for more info: 

BATTLE@SKRATCHMAGAZINE.COM 

AD SALES PERSON WANT¬ 
ED! 

2 YEARS PRIOR SALES EXPERENCE NEEDED. 
EMNL RESUME AND CO/ER LETTER 

ATTN:AD SALESJOBTo: 

ARTlCLES@SKRATCHMAGAaNE.COM 

HARDCORE PUNK GUI¬ 
TARIST SEEKS PRO 
PUNK BASSIST, 

DRUMMER,SINGER GREAT MATERI- 

al( 714)956-9189 


PUNK BAND SEEKING EXPERI¬ 
ENCED DRUMMER. Influences: Ataris, 
Blink, Vandals, Offspring, No Use For A 
Name. From ages 14-16. wiling to prac¬ 
tice at least twice a week with your own 
transportation. Must be able to bring that 
that equipment if you have it. Live in 
Covina, azusa area. 2 hour practice mini¬ 
mum If interested call Derrick at (62) 812- 
0084 

FEMALE BASS PLAYER WANTED 

for established pop punk band in los ange- 
les. must be thin & dedicated. We have 
rehearsal 3 limes a week & tour. Also 
have od, manager, & showcases, no 
drugs, call (213)793-3363 or email 
fiamegnll 3@hotmai.oorri\ 

FEMALE DRUMMER WANTED 

Must be road and studio ready, Between 
18-30 years old, minimum three years 
drumming. Practice twice a week and play 
regular gigs for established all female rok 
band. Semous inquiries only, contact 
Carol (909)653-3405 / 

Cahe123@aol.com 

DRUMMER WANTED, simple and hard 
hitting, must be able to tour, influences: 
fugazi, pixies, nirvana orange county 
hearsal. (714) 962-5922 or 

campeffect@aol.com 

WANTED SINGER FOR BAND Don’t 
care, male or female, old school, studio 
tour van, we have p.a. Call 909-609- 
0662 Or email cnr802001 @ yahoo.com 


Independent film company (Torrance, 
CA) casting male, 19-23, to play punk 
band lead singer, sing on soundtrack. 
Shooting lateJune/July. 

M a t t ( 3 1 0 ) - 3 7 5 - 9 9 1 9 
samuraichemist@aol.com Script online 
http://samuraichemist.tripod.corrVscstu- 
dios/setup html 

FEMALE DRUMMER WANTED 

TO JOIN LOS ANGELES POWER 
POP BAND.. HIGH-PROFILE GIGS. 
NO DRUGS O R 

DRINKING. 
SALLYBAXGRRL@HOTMAIL.COM 
(213)793-3363 

1990 Maxima SE. 1 owner, V6,3.0L, AT, 
AC, all' pwr, snrf, lthr, CD, Bose 
SPEAKERS, ABS, CC, TILT, REAR DEFROST, 
WELL maintained, runs well, .NU 
parts, $2450 OBO (949)661-2536 

RECORD PRODUCER 
SEEKINGPOP-PUNK 

milktreeproductions2003@yahoo.c 

om 

DRUMMER WANTED for 4-piece punk 
band in Riverside, Ca. applicants must 
be 18+, have own drum set, reliable 
transportation and 2 years experience; 
previous band experience is a plus. 
Influences: Lagwagon, Antioch Arrow, 
Fenix TX, The Get Up Kids, Fugazi, 
Millencolin. Serious applications only, if 
you are interested 

contact:expancakes@yahoo.com for 
audition. 


FEMALE backup singer wanted to 
become permanent band member 
of power pop band in Los Angeles. 
Must be VERY athletic and 
ded icated. We have CD, manager, 
and label showcases. Must love 
purple. Lite bass playing (we can 
teach you). NO DRUGS OR 
DRINKING. Email: theweirdsis- 
ters @ hotmail.com 

BAND SEEKS BASSIST. 

Influences Deftons, Chevelle, 
Hoobastank, Stained. (949)650- 
1825 

SKRATCH WANTS YOU!!! 

CRAPPY MAG NEEDS INTERNS TO HELP IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF PRODUCING A MONTHLY MAG. 
VAST MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE, PHONE AND 
COMPUTER EXPERIENCE IS HELPFUL, BUT 
NOTIECESSARY. COLLEGE 

Students recomended. 

EMAIL.PRESS@SKRATCHMAGAZINE.COM 

ATTNtPUNK ROCK GRUNT 

FOR MORE INFO. 

AD SALES PERSON WANT¬ 
ED! 

2 YEARS PRIOR SALES EXPERENCE NEEDED. 
BWNL RESUME AND CCVER LETTER 

ATTN:AD SALESJOBTo: 

ARTICLES @ SKRATCHMAGAZME.OOM 


STUDIO 



IAKE RECORDING EASY & AFFORDABLE 


24 track digital recording 

4 song demo -only $200 


909)371-0493 • 714)273^4967 
® rockbottomstudio.com 
music (glrockbottomstudio.com 



Lowest Prices Ever! 

100 Demo cosl 

in 48 hours or less 

Complete promo package 




|FastDuplication.com 

Just give us your master & CD label artwork, 
we'll do the rest. Black thermal or ink jet print 
direct on CD. Duplicated CDs are placed in 
Standard or Color Slim Line Jewel Cases . 

Toll Free 1-800 - 330-7191 

e-mail: info@FastDuplication.com 

1230 N. Jefferson Street, Bldg B, Anaheim, CA 92807 











































independent music mailorder and distribution @ 


ml 




5S5ltel23 


JADE 

THE! 


| VICTORY 1 


indie*punk*emo*rock*metal •hardcore*pop*noisenvhateva 
secureonlineshoppmg*twentyfourseven 


www.verydistro.com 


FREE RECORDING 

Time For All Bands 
That Rehearse At: 




□ 

3 

RECORDS & REHEARSALS 


Contact Robert Trujillo 
( 562 ) 773-5877 
For Details... 

ROOMS STARTING 
AT $1 Ohr. 

www.truonerecords.com 

Santa FeSprings Anaheim 

( 562 ) 464-9456 ( 714 ) 634-4678 


Custom vinyl stickers... for less! 

125 STICKERS FOR $14 

•EASY ONLINE ORDERING 
•MANY SIZES & STYLES AVAILABLE 
•VINYL BANNERS & BACKDROPS 
•ROLL LABELS & PAPER STICKERS 
•FULL COLOR VINYL STICKERS 



123STICKERS.COM sales@123stickers.com 
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DESCENDENTS 


CRASH 

RXITSTERfCH 


If it ain’t 

OTP 

it ain’t worth 
a fuck. 



VINYL 




www.chasershirts.com 


ALSO AVAILABLE AT FINER RETAILERS. TO FIND A SHOP IN YOIBARH 
CALL 1319)719-7004 if 108. TOO CAh ALSO E MAIL YOUR 0R9ERS 
TO: rsbort@titicsiBoanir.cani 


chaser merchandising 










































BIONIC 

RECORDS 

(CYPRESS,HUNT. BEACH, 
FULLERTON-CA) 

n\ DOWNLOAD 


AFI 

AFI 

CD OUT 11.2.04 


www.nitrorecords.com 

www.nitronation.net 


MITRO 


DONT LOOK DOWN theSTART 

THE FEAR IN LOVE INITIATION 

CD OUT NOW CD OUT NOW 


A WILlflM SCREAM 

MUTE PRINT 
CD OUT NOW 


COMING SOON: DEBUT ALBUM BY THE LETTERS ORGANIZE, NEW FULL LENGTH FROM THE AQUABATS, AND MORE! 










CALIBAN CHEAP SEX ELLIOTT SMITH DEFIANCE THE HAUNTED 



Nick Cave 
<z^The Bad Seeds 

i ^Abattoir -Blues The Lyre of Orpheus 




J%' mtil 


iMp 

uwam 



“A MARVEL..ONE OF BRITAIN’S 
MOST IMPORTANT NEW BANDS...” 
- NME 


Featuring “Pressure Point” & “You Will You Won’t” 3 


WWW.THEZUTONSUSA.COM 



HOPE OF THE STATES 



THE LOST RIOTS 

“If the world does end, 
this is what you’d 
want to walk into 
the fire to.” 

-NM£ 

WWW.HOPEOFTHESTATES.TV 


IN STORES NOW 

tplc - ano <£S>R«g. U S. Pat & Tm. OH. Ma-ca RasKt'atta.,'©2004 Sony BMG Mu*ie Eniel»nmeni 

Rock. Part of The Complete Collection. 


Available at 



ME6AST0RE 




supersale from 10/15 - 11/14 















































mmm. 





CD OUT NOW 


ON TOUR 

W/ ACTION ACTION, THE COLOUR 
10/17 CHAIN REACTION-ANAHEIM, CA 
10/19 MODIFIED-PHOENIX, AZ 
10/20 LAUNCHPAD-ALBUQ., NM 


W/ PARIS, TX 

10/23 EMO’S-AUSTIN, TX 

10/24 THE DOOR-DALLAS, TX 

10/25 THE SANCTUARY-SAN ANTONIO, TX 

W/ PLANES MISTAKEN FOR STARS 
10/31 COMMON GROUNDS GAINESVILLE, FL 

W/ PARIS, TX 

11 07 OTTOBAR-BALTIMORE, MD 
11/08 CBGBS-NEW YORK, NY 

W/TBA 

11/22 GRACELAND SEATTLE, WA 



CD AVAILABLE AT: 


BIONIC RECORDS 

(HUNTINGTON BEACH, 
CYPRESS, FULLERTON) 




WWW.THISISTHESTART.COM 

WWW.NITRORECORDS.COM 

WWW.NITRONATION.NET 

The disheveled glamour that is theSTART bums with 
a fever throughout these 12 songs... 

4.5 OUT OF 5 STARS 
-ALLMUSIC.COM 


'^■■■RECORDS 

Tlr 



Tprn 


a Wilhelm 

*crea m 


WIN All 3 CD’S FROM SKRATCH! | 

K (CONTEST VALID 10/15-11/15, 

10 WINNERS WILL BE PICKED) 












14 New Unreleased Live Songs Including: 

Hava Nagila • Heart Of Glass • Stairway To Heaven & more! 

Plus Enhanced CD 
See the Gimmes ruin Jonny’s big day! 


www.gimmegimmes.com - www.fatwreck.com 









